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SIYABUSWA - An average of 158 lives 
are lost out of 600 road crashes in a period 
of two years on the Moloto Road (R573). 

This is according to Road Traffi  c 
Infringement Agency (RTIA) Deputy 
Registrar, Major General Kaine Monyepao, 
who gave a keynote address during the 
National Prayer Day for Road Safety on the 
Moloto Road. 

He said contrary to the popular belief that 
taxi drivers cause accidents, pedestrians also 
don’t know how to use the road. 

“Our people who drink and walk on this 
road at night, are the ones that create a lot 
of problems and that is one of the categories 
that should be focused on. “

Monyepao mentioned that government 
allocates about R163 billion to backup 
incidents on the road. However, he believes 
those funds could be used to boost the 
economy.

He further pleaded with the MEC for 
Community Safety, Security and Liaison, 
Gabisile Shabalala to adopt the national 
implementation of Administrative 
Adjudication of the Road Traffi  c Off ences 
(AARTO) law enforcement programme. 

AARTO is currently implemented in 
Tshwane and Johannesburg and it will be 
rolled out in the entire country from July 1, 
2021.

It is set to change the behaviour of the 
road users for the better. It will save our 
country from the ever-increasing number of 
people losing their lives on our roads. 

The Road Traffi  c Infringement Agency 
(RTIA), in partnership with the Mpumalanga 
Department of Community Safety, Security 
and Liaison (DSSL) and the interfaith 

Yoliswa Hlatshwayo and Jabulane Khumalo

communities conducted a National Prayer 
Day programme in Siyabuswa on R568 and 
R573 Moloto Road.
The Prayer formed part of the simultaneous 
Road Safety Prayers in fi ve identifi ed 
accident hotspots in the fi ve provinces; 
namely Mpumalanga, Free State, KwaZulu 
Natal, Gauteng and Limpopo. 

The denomination leading the prayer 
in R568 and R573 Moloto Road were 
Rastafarians, traditional healers and the 
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NATIONAL PRAYER DAY HELD FOR 
FEWER ACCIDENTS ON MOLOTO ROAD

Christian faith.. The government and 
interfaith movement clarion call across the 
country is for the reduction of fatalities on 
our roads.
As the global community is aware, 
the United Nations declared the third 
Sunday of November as the World Day of 
Remembrance for Road Traffi  c Victims. The 
international road safety awareness initiative 
serves to acknowledge victims of road traffi  c 
crashes and their families. 

WWW.MPMIRRORONLINE.CO.ZADECEMBER 2020 MPUMALANGA MIRROR @MPMIRROR

The RTIA, together will the identifi ed 
partners, has designed this unique 
community road safety awareness 
programme to commemorate the lives of 
those who perished on our roads.
South Africa experiences an average of just 
under 14 000 road deaths per annum, which 
equates to about 38 people daily. 

The increase in road fatalities is a great 
concern to government and the entire 
road user community, hence, among 
the interventions that are being put in 
place is the national implementation of 
Administrative Adjudication of the Road 
Traffi  c Off ences (AARTO) law enforcement 
programme. 

Currently, AARTO is implemented in 
Tshwane and Johannesburg and it will be 
rolled out in the entire country as from 
01 July 2021. AARTO National Rollout is 
set to change the behaviour of the road users 
for the better. It will save our country from 
the ever-increasing number of people losing 
their lives on our roads. 

The fact that habitual infringers are 
beginning to feel the impact of AARTO 
in their pockets in areas where AARTO 
is operational, means the programme is 
going to yield the desired results. Law-
abiding road users are encouraged to remain 
compliant with traffi  c laws and they will be 
untouched by AARTO.

The RTIA is urging members of the 
road user community to join hands in their 
respective spaces and pledge their support 
for the cause for safer roads. 

The festive season is upon us, and the 
intention to conduct a National Prayer Day 
for Road Safety is aimed at galvanising 
community participation in road safety 
matters towards zero fatalities on our roads.

SASSA Grant Payment in December 2020

There is no need to 
rush to withdraw cash 
on the first day. Once 

the money is in the 
account, it will remain 
there until it is needed.

Toll free: 0800 60 10 11
www.sassa.gov.za

#KeepSouthAfricaHealthy #SASSACARES

All other grants will be
paid from 03 December 2020

03

December

2020
03

December 
2020

OLDER PERSON’S GRANTS will be paid from 
01 December 2020

This includes any grants linked to these accounts

DISABILITY GRANTS will be paid from
02 December 2020 

This includes any grants linked to these accounts
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No more tolerance on GBV perpetrators
KABOKWENI – In an eff ort to tackling 

the ever-rising cases of gender based 
violence in the province, the department 
of community safety, security and liaison 
has its hands full in taking the fi ght to the 
perpetrators.

This was spelled out by the 
MEC, Gabisile Shabalala 
during the launch of the 
provincial 16 Days of Activism 
for No Violence against 
Women and Children on 27 
November.

During her address, 
she revealed that 
Kabokweni is one 
of the places with 
a high number 
of domestic 
violence 
incidents in 
the province.  
Shabalala 
said during 
the lockdown 
earlier period, 
gender-based 
violence cases 
increased to a higher 
percentage. 

“Since this day was declared, we have 
shown our people as government that we are 
against the abuse of women and children. 
We are out in full force to say enough 
is enough with the abuse of women and 
children,” she said 

Shabalala said Nkangala was also leading 
in terms of Gender Based Violence cases 
and Femicide. She said the department 
will continue to take programs across the 
province to raise awareness about the 
scourge of violence. 

“Kabokweni is also not immune from 
these cases. The abuse that we are talking 
about, is not only the physical abuse, but 

we must also address emotional 
abuse, wherein, women are 

abused in their workplace, 
churches and any other 

places. 

This was spelled out by the 
MEC, Gabisile Shabalala 
during the launch of the 
provincial 16 Days of Activism 
for No Violence against 
Women and Children on 27 

During her address, 

Kabokweni is one 
of the places with 

in terms of Gender Based Violence cases 
and Femicide. She said the department 
will continue to take programs across the 
province to raise awareness about the 
scourge of violence. 

“Kabokweni is also not immune from 
these cases. The abuse that we are talking 
about, is not only the physical abuse, but 

we must also address emotional 
abuse, wherein, women are 

abused in their workplace, 
churches and any other 

places. 

We are saying: let’s stop with the abuse,” 
she said.

The event was also graced by Premier 
Refi lwe Mtshweni-Tsipane and her cabinet 
members. Mtshweni-Tsipane raised concern 
about the shortage of social workers. She 
said the province needs more social workers 
who will deal with issues related to Gender 
Based Violence. 

She further slammed men who continue 
to abuse women and children despite the 
campaigns rolled out all over the country.

“Perpetrators make a huge damage to 
victims of Gender Based Violence. It’s 
not about me, but my inner soul that you 
damage daily. People end up labelling the 
victims with derogatory names because 
they don’t understand what they are going 
through. 

“It is important that we stand together and 
say: ENOUGH IS ENOUGH. We expect 
men to protect us and not to harm us,” she 
said. An ex off ender, Mduduzi Ndlovu, 
who was sentenced to 48 years for rape in 
2010, said he was willing to work with the 
government to end the scourge of Gender 
Based Violence. 

“If there is someone who thinks abusing 
people, especially women is cool, then he 
got it wrong. Women should always feel safe 
around men. There is no woman who must 
be scared around men,” he said.

VOLKRUST - The South African Police 
Service launched the Safer Festive Season 
Operations on 27 November 2020 as 
directed by the Minister of Police, General 
Bheki Cele.
The event, which was attended by about 
500 people, was hosted at the rugby 
stadium under the Dr Pixley ka Isaka Seme 
Local Municipality. 

The local Municipality also pledged to 
support the police in the fi ght against crime 
during this festive season.
Provincial Commissioner, Lieutenant-
General Mondli Zuma, assured the citizens 
that the police are already out in full force 
under the theme: “Tight Grip” and mission 
“Well-being and safety of all South African 
Citizens”. 

The General also urged the public 
to remain vigilant whilst allowing law 
enforcement offi  cers to do their work 
freely. 

The community members were also 
warned to guard against substance 
abuse, which often leads to undesired 
consequences or commission of crime, as 
well as car crashes which often claim lives 

of people.
During the event, there was a show of 

force by various law enforcement agencies, 
a sign which exhibits the readiness by astute 
members to tackle any threat to the safety of 
the citizens.

The Safer Festive Season operations will 
be intensifi ed with a number of lined up 
activities in the public space that directly or 
indirectly have an infl uence on the safety 
and security in the province. 

The joint forces of the security cluster 
in the province are geared to prevent, 
combat and investigate all forms of crime 
which often create a feeling of timid and 
insecurity, as well as compromise the safety 
and security of women, children and the 
vulnerable groups. 

The situation can limit the wellbeing of 
communities and it necessitates proactive 
policing actions to avert such, hence the 
need for operations to be conducted during 
the festive season.

The event ended with a gesture of caring 
for the destitute where Gift of the Givers 
organization donated food parcels to 
300 elderly persons. 

Crime blitz: SAPS 
ensures safety

MEC Gabisile Shabalala during the launch of 16 Days of Activism 
for No Violence against Women and C hildren.

Provincial Commissioner, Mondli Zuma with one of the families.

Law enforcement offi  cers.
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Just Tag into Tumi’s denims in style
Yoliswa Hlatshwayo

EMALAHLENI -  Entrepreneur, Tumi 
Legoabe’s passion for stitching led him 
to establish his own denim brand, Tag Inn 
Denim. Legoabe started off  by making 
ripped designs on jeans for people as 
a hobby until some of their customers 
approached them to start making 
customised jeans for them. One day in 
2010, together with his friend and business 
partner, they decided to design a jean from 
scratch and they have never looked back 
ever since. 

The brand was founded in 2010 where 
they worked from home until they were 
able to rent space from the old municipality 
building in Lynville. 

Legaobe says he’s always loved 
playing around with fabric and trying out 
diff erent designs even without a sewing 
machine. Even though he does not have 
a qualifi cation related to what Tag Inn 
Denim does, he was able to break into the 
business and equipped himself by attending 
various courses. Their apparel includes 
jeans, jackets, bucket hats and many more 

items sold through social media, word of 
mouth and local events. Their signature 
items, which are jeans, range between R600 
and R750 which he reckons are reasonable 
for their target market and considering the 
quality. 

“We believe in authenticity, quality 
and uniqueness, hence we are able to 
add a personal touch when designing for 
individuals who we want to make feel good 
when dressed in denim made by us.”

Like any other aspiring successful 
entrepreneur, Legoabe has future plans for 
the business which include opening a store 
in the province’s capital city, Mbombela 
very soon, among invading the mining 
industry. 

“The aim is to get the brand 
all over the country, as well 
as to have a workshop to 
empower others. The support 
has been great locally even 
from other provinces. However, right 
now, our biggest goal is to work with local 
mines. Who knows, maybe we might design 
uniforms for some. It’s only a matter of time 
and perseverance,” he says excitedly. 

Yoliswa Hlatshwayo

Xolani’s wash and wear sneaker laundry is the best!
MBOMBELA- As a hype sneaker 

head and in the 14 years of residing in 
Mbombela, I’ve struggled fi nding a sneaker 
laundry service to keep my kicks clean and 
fresh, until I met the owner of Wash and 
Wear Laundry.

Xolani Sibiya (32), believes he was 
destined for entrepreneurship and has risen 
above his days from when he sold atchaar, 
toilet paper, as well as dreams because once 
he believes in a product, it becomes easy 
for him to sell.  

He shared with Mpumalanga Mirror 
about his business, its challenges and his 
future plans.

How did the idea of opening a 
laundromat come about?

I came across the idea back in 2012 while 
staying with my cousin in Johannesburg. 
He always spoke about owning one most 
of the time until I also fell in love with the 
idea. 

A couple of years later, I tried opening 
one in Karino, but my fi nances were not in 
order. In 2018, I had another chance to try 
and after doing my own market research, I 
identifi ed Mattafi n as the ideal area to 
open it. 

Looking at the place and as an 
entrepreneur, I saw a gap in the market 
because it’s near the stadium. 

There are rental apartments occupied by 
the young and elite and some just never 

Just Tag into Tumi’s denims in style
items sold through social media, word of 
mouth and local events. Their signature 
items, which are jeans, range between R600 
and R750 which he reckons are reasonable 
for their target market and considering the 

“We believe in authenticity, quality 
and uniqueness, hence we are able to 
add a personal touch when designing for 
individuals who we want to make feel good 
when dressed in denim made by us.”

Like any other aspiring successful 
entrepreneur, Legoabe has future plans for 
the business which include opening a store 
in the province’s capital city, Mbombela 
very soon, among invading the mining 

“The aim is to get the brand 

empower others. The support 

from other provinces. However, right 
now, our biggest goal is to work with local 
mines. Who knows, maybe we might design 
uniforms for some. It’s only a matter of time 
and perseverance,” he says excitedly. 

have time to do their laundry or wash their 
shoes. 

Initially, I just wanted to wash shoes, but 
I was not fully aware of what it entails and 
did more research. 

I then gained more interest in sneakers 
from watching tutorials from other 
countries to trying out other methods. 

How has the business grown since 
you started?

At fi rst it wasn’t easy because some 
people are a bit laid back and others simply 
do not believe in innovation. 

Slowly but surely, we are getting people 
into the culture of taking good care of their 
sneakers. I get satisfaction from cleaning 
people’s shoes. To me, it feels like giving a 
shoe a new soul. 

What challenges have you 
encountered?

Being in business is not as glamorous as 
people make it to be. 

There is a lot of hard work, sacrifi ce and 
you hardly get to do some of the things you 
are used to. I’ve been through a lot from 
depression, being ill and losing friends. 

I’ve had sleepless nights and anxiety 
thinking about what I would do if things 
were to go wrong. 

Eventually, you get stronger and more 
resilient to the whippings and develop 
a thick skin to be a successful business 
person. 

What have you learnt about business 
in the past year?

The fact that I’m not only an owner of 
the business, but also an employee. I make 
sure I know everything that goes on in the 
business. 

I play my role by being involved in the 
daily activities of the laundromat and see 
where we can improve because business is 
forever evolving. 

I try to research about fi nding new ways 
to keep shoes clean every other evening. I’ll 
keep trying harder to be ahead of the game. 

What are your future plans?

To have franchises across the provinces 
and employ more young men and women in 
the long term. 

For now, I want to try and come up with 
more ideas on how we can grow and make 
our service better. We can even come up 
with ways of how to make our own shoes 
and detergent. We all have it in us to make 
the best of what we have!

Xolani’s 5 Shoe Care Tips:

• Do not wear a pair three days in a row
• Always wear socks
• Give your shoes space to breathe before 
putting them in the closet or box
• Carry wet wipes in case you see a 
smudge or stain on your shoe
• Get a sneaker deodoriser and always 
use a bristle brush to clean them.

Tumi Legoabe. Tag Inn denims.

Tumi stitches one of the denims.
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Bongani Hlatshwayo

Lungile Dube

BARBERTON – It’s a hot summer 
morning as we descend at the Barberton 
Maximum Correctional Centre where they 
have two formal facilities where inmates 
have been studying hard in preparation 
for this year’s grade 12 fi nal examinations 
which kicked off  on 5 November.

Umlalalti Learning Centre at the 
Maximum Correctional Centre and the 
Vuselela Learning Centre at the Town 
Youth Correctional Centre both comprise 
of a collective 24 off enders who were set 
to sit for their fi nal examinations, 17 from 
Umlalati and 7 from Vuselela.

According spokesperson for correctional 
services, Mesia Moses Hlungwani and 
national media liaison, Singabakho 
Nxumalo: “This is a signifi cant spike to the 
previous number since the class of 2019 
only had 14 learners.

“In 2019, Vuselela Learning Centre 
achieved 100% and Umlalati achieved 
77.78%. The department is optimistic 
that amidst the challenges brought by 
COVID-19, off enders will perform 
exceptionally during the examinations,” they 
stated.

Sibusiso Silwane, 32, from Emalahleni 
currently serving a 25-year sentence for a 
business robbery, attempted murder and 
theft case which took place in Secunda in 
2016, is one of the candidates sitting for the 
fi nal examinations.

“Since I got here I’ve been studying from 
NQF Level 4 and now I’m in Grade 12. I’ve 
been raking in distinction passes since I 
started studying with the help of the teachers 
here. I’ve been doing very well in my 
studies all these years, so, even this year, I’ll 
defi nitely do well.

“This is my third year in maximum 
security, but next year I’ll moving to 
Medium B security, we’ll take it from there 
in serving the rest of my sentence. Focussing 
back on my examinations, we are 100% 
ready, which is thanks to our dedicated 
teachers.

“We’ve been studying very hard under the 
severe conditions here in prison, something 
that some cannot withstand, but we’ve 
scaled through under the circumstances. We 
are trying very hard all with the hope that 
our lives will change,” he explained.

What about the National Lockdown, did it 
not aff ect the prisoners?

“It really had a major eff ect on us as 
everything came to a standstill. We were 
supposed to study inside our cells with no 
movement and we were overcome by severe 

stress because everyone had that anxiety to 
succeed to study,” Silwane pointed out.

What about the study material, was it 
easily available to them?

“Inside our cells we were provided with 
study material, although we couldn’t go to 
the library during that period, but we had 
access to it. Sometimes it was tough, but we 
tolerated whatever hardship that came our 
way because we were determined to achieve 
the best for what we had embarked upon,” 
he added.

He sat for Geography, Tourism, CAT 
(computer studies), Business Studies. I’m 
excited about Business Studies, CAT and 
Tourism. Next year, when I’ve received 
my honours, I want to branch into Higher 
Education. I have an option to make a choice 
in vocational education at TVET colleges 
because when you’re interested in university 
studies, they want money. You have to pay 
for yourself.

“It’s diffi  cult to obtain NSFAS funding 
when you’re in prison. There’s a high 
lack of sponsors for us prisoners, but that 
demotivates a lot of us because such an 
academic assistance can help to change us 
tremendously.

“My main career path was becoming a 
lawyer in a multiple of fi elds. I’ve seen a lot 
of injustice behind bars, hence I see myself 
as some hardworking attorney also assisting 
our fellow prisoners who are aff ected by 
injustice.

“There are many off enders who are 
serving sentences for crimes they never 
committed, but because they never had 
enough support during their trials, they 

A Grades are guaranteed at Barberton  Maximum Prison

ended up behind bars. That is why I’m so 
encouraged to do law like fi nancial law, 
criminal law and mercantile law. 

“If I cannot do law, then engineering is 
my second option. I’m very good at physical 
science and mathematics, too,” he said.

How was your life before you were 
involved in crime and got arrested and 
eventually incarcerated?

“My life was a bit tough, especially when 
my comfort zone was demolished. After my 
grandmother and parents passed away, I 
had to be alone. I tried to survive, 
but with peer pressure, things 
were hard to cope with. 

“Sometimes I didn’t have a 
place to sleep, nothing to eat 
and I had to make alternatives 
in order to survive. I was trying 
to make a fast way out, but now 
I’ve moved from a wrong land 
to a right lane in life,” Silwane 
emphasised.

Do you regret your 
wrong choices which 
landed you behind bars?

“I do regret it, but 
at the same time, I 
acknowledge it. Without 
that past circumstances 
in my life, I wouldn’t 
have transformed 
my life. I would 
have ended up in 
another situation, 
which wouldn’t have 
rehabilitated me like 
I’ve been rehabilitated 

behind bars.
“My attitude is diff erent from the one I 

had outside. I’ve seen it all, now I can notice 
what’s wrong from right,” he added.

Do you have family outside who regularly 
visit you?

“Yes, I’ve got extended family. Usually 
with extended family, they don’t land a 
helping hand, but limit it. Some of them 
were angry at what I did outside. In short, 
I can say I have a family, but they are 
far away from me. But some have begun 
moving closer to me because I’m studying 
to be a better person in life.

”My life started changing in 2003 when 
my father passed away. Things started going 
awry for me. My mother was unemployed 
and sickly, too. My grandmother was a 
pensioner, life was too tough to apprehend 
with, then I started being involved in minor 
crimes to make ends meet.

“My grandmother passed away in 2005, 
my mother also passed away in 2011, then 
there was no one left in my life. I had to 
go out and make a living and that’s where 
everything turned for the worst in my life.

“I met people who were more experienced 
about certain crimes. They were masters of 
these type of crimes I got involved in. They 
saw me as a young and enthusiastic young 
lad who was eager to learn and make a 
living out of rime.

“They taught me a lot about crime, I, too, 
learnt a lot from them, I ended up doing 
big crime rackets until I ended up here. 

Although the crime I committed that 
landed me here, no one was hurt or 
injured, but deep in my mind, I know 
I hurt a lot of people and I regret 
it so much,” concluded Sibusiso 
Silwane.

As you read this piece, Silwane 
completed his examinations and 

we all hope he will achieve 
his dreams of obtaining 

distinctions and 
pursue his long-
held career, which 
is law.

  

Legislature Speaker instils hope in Class of 2020
NHLAZATSHE - The speaker of the 

legislature Busi Shiba visited the distressed 
Dlomodlomo High School learners on 4 
November, to restore hope and encourage 
matriculants as they embark on their fi nal 
examinations. In January this year, Shiba 
adopted the school which was marred by 

challenges of violence and gangsterism 
aff ecting teaching and learning and 
subsequently, the performance results 
of the school that was once one of the 
best performers in Chief Albert Luthuli 
Municipality. 

“When we visited the school during the 
Back to School campaign, I was concerned 
to fi nd complaints of gangsterism. I took it 

upon myself to adopt the school and try to 
off er support and assistance to bring law and 
order, and ensure that learning continues 
uninterrupted,” said Shiba.

Despite the disruption of the school 
calender due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Shiba had managed to donate school 
uniform to needy learners and PPEs for 
the school. She addressed 137 matriculants 
on the eve of their exam and urged them 
to channel their energy and focus on their 
studies. 

“As you are about to begin your exams, 
do not fear, use the support and resources 
provided to you by your teachers. Change 
your lifestyle and focus on your studies. 
Change is diffi  cult, but it will all be worth 
it in the end,” she said. Shiba promised 
learners that she would buy clothes for the 
top performing student when they go to 
tertiary next year. “I will buy clothes for 
whoever performs best. I have done it before 
for another learner, I will do it again at this 
school,” she added.

To address the scourge of violence and 
disorder, Shiba said she was working with 
the circuit head, principal, school governing 
body and the local councillor to bring 

various stakeholders on board, including the 
police and community members.

“The challenges that were faced in the 
school emanate from the community. 
Therefore, it is very important to bring 
everyone to the table to assist and support 
the school,” said Shiba. Principal of the 
school, Wiseman Ndwandwe only joined 
the school at the helm of its dilemmas in 
September last year. He said Shiba’s support 
was one of the initiatives that assisted him 
in his eff orts to bring the school back to its 
glory days. 

“It all boiled down to the attitude of 
learners and parents. We had to call parents 
and involve them in their children’s 
education and to help bring discipline to 
learners. The identifi ed problematic learners 
have been placed on a programme by the 
school and parents and we have seen a 
huge diff erence. The role and support of the 
speaker’s offi  ce has also had a huge impact 
on bringing good change at the school,” said 
Ndwandwe. Furthermore, Shiba said other 
support measures she will provide to the 
school include career guidance exhibitions, 
access to bursaries and educational 
excursions to inspire learners.

grandmother and parents passed away, I 
had to be alone. I tried to survive, 
but with peer pressure, things 
were hard to cope with. 

“Sometimes I didn’t have a 
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December 2020        Mpumalanga Mirror 5COMMUNITY

Mpumalanga Mirror - Reflecting the truth

Bongani Hlatshwayo

MBOMBELA – Enter the queen who’ll 
have the shortest reign, while the queen with 
the longest reign fi nally handed over the 
crown on October 27.

Nontokozo Ngwenya, a petite beauty with 
brains and a lot of energy originating from 
Mkhondo Local Municipality, was offi  cially 
crowned the reigning Miss Mpumalanga, 
thus becoming the 10th queen since its 
inception in 2011.

She was welcomed and crowned 
by outgoing longest reigning queen, 

Kebalepile Ramafoko in what I can 
best describe 

as both 
emotional 
and very 
friendly 

and sisterly 
relationship.

“The advice that I 
would give to her is to stay 

true to herself. As she goes 
through every challenge, she 

shouldn’t just tackle any challenge 
without thinking. My advice to her 
is that she needs to be patient.

“She should be articulate with 
her plans and how she liaises with 

the community at all times because 
some things you encounter are very 

testing, but must always remain calm. 
Above everything elese, she must stay 
this beautiful in order to retain her 

dignity always.
“Personally, my experience as 
Miss Mpumalanga I’ll never 

trade it for anything else. I see 
it as a foundation that has 

paved a way for me as 
Kebalepile Ramafoko 

can move forward to 
greater heights and 

greener pastures. 
Literally, I’m 
ready to face 
the world 
after this 

experience,” 
said 

Ramafoko.
The queen, Nontokozo Ngwenya said: 

“My expectations of what I want to do is 
that I’ve just fi lled in very big shoes from 
my predecessor who set the standard very 
high. My duty is to take higher than what it 
is.

“I want Mpumalanga to be on the lips 
of every South African and I also want the 
pageant itself to be highly recognised as it 
does such good work in our communities. 
I also want communities all over to know 
the prestigious amenities that the province 
has, to an extent that becomes a must-be 
destination.

“When my name was announced, I 
was really hoping for it. I felt a lot of joy 
overcome my body and I was completely 
overwhelmed by my success. I originally 
entered this competition because it’s 
something I felt I wanted to do for myself. 

“I’ve just completed a diploma, something 
to please my parents with. I felt the time 
was now right to pursue this dream of being 
crowned the queen and make it my project. 
From day one, my focus was on nothing else 
but the crown.

“I’d like to use this platform to 
commemorate victims of gender based 
violence and those who have been 
infected and aff ected by HIV-aids in our 
communities. 

I’d like to embark on very serious 
programs around World Aids Day and 
16 Days of Activism against violence on 
women and children in order to impact on 
people’s lives.

“I’ll also work hand in hand with 
healthcare workers to encourage them 
to help ou people when they request for 
treatment even for HIV-Aids, including 

Nontokozo enters the bigger stage as Miss Mpumalanga

counselling in order to uplift their spirits. 
As the 10th queen, I’ll set the bar higher 
because 10 yars is a decade and a great 
milestone which the pageant has traversed. 

“That means things are aligning for me. 
The universe is speaking to me and what it 
means is that I’ll open myself up to all the 
opportunities and at the end of my reign, I 
will leave a lasting legacy,” she concluded.

2021 AUDITIONS UNDERWAY
Mzimari Productions has announced 

that auditions for the Crowning Miss 
Mpumalanga 2021 will get underway on 
December 10 and 11, 2020.

The auditions will be held in Emalahleni 
on December 10 and the following day, 
December 11, in Mbombela. Audition times 
will be from 10.00-17.00. 

According to Mzimari Productions CEO, 
Gugu Nyarenda: “The national lockdown 
which was imposed on the whole country as 
a result of the outbreak of the coronavirus, 
disrupted our programme completely earlier 
this year, thus we had to crown the new 
queen on 27 October instead of 18 April this 
year.

“This has resulted in the newly-crowned 
queen having to serve a mere six months as 
we have to revert to our original programme 
of crowning in April. It is also a tradition 
for us to hold auditions at this time when all 
enthusiasts are free to attend.

“We’re looking forward to welcoming 
contestants who will be battling to clinch the 
coveted crown for Miss Mpumalanga 2021. 

I wish the best girls will go through to the 
semi-fi nals which we will host in Mbombela 
during the second week of January 2021, 
thus culminating in the selection of the 
Top 12 and the eventual crowning in April 
2021,” she said.

Bongani Hlatshwayo
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MIDDELBURG – Local 
business at the Steve Tshwete Local 
Municipality is about to get a much-
needed boost with the launch of the 
fi rst phase while turning the sod 
for the resumption of the second 
phase of the township Revitalization 
Project.

In the fi rst phase, Exxaro and 
Anglo American coal South Africa 
donated R12.2 million for the 
construction of seven workshops 
which are ready for occupation 
by the small business owners  and 
manufacturers.

Executive 
mayor, Cllr 
Bagudi Tolo, 
joined by 
representatives 
from the two 
mining giants, 
symbolically cut 
the ribbons and 
handed over the 
workshops.

He was 
immediately 
joined by a 
representative 
from Glencoe for a sod-turning 
ceremony. 

This 
marked the 

commencement of the 
second phase made possible with an 
investment of R10 million from Glencore to 
build industrial warehouses.

The sun fi nally sets on 
John “Melusi “ Shongwe

New lease of life for Bongi

KANYAMAZANE -  The old political 
guard under the Kangwane Government, re-
lived the life and times and of the late John 
“Melusi’ Mnukwa Shongwe, a brother to 
billionaire, Robert Matana Gumede.

Shongwe, popularly known as Nduna, 
passed away on 15 November after he 
succumbed to diabetes and heart problems 
at the Flora Life Clinic in Johannesburg. He 
was renowned as the founder of brass band 
music in Kanyamazane, a recreation he used 
throughout the years to keep children away 
from mischief in the township.

The very brass band he utilized in all 
his engagements within his royal blood 
birth right, being a member of the Royal 
Family of the Matsamo Royal Kraal as the 
great-grandchild of the late Prince Njeyeza 
Shongwe, hence his family called him 
Nduna and the youth referred to 
him as Mister.

He moved and stayed 
with his late grandmother, 
Lindzeni Gwebu at a 
farm in Hilltop on the 
Barberton Road where his 
grandmother worked as 
a kitchen girl (domestic 
worker) before she moved 
to Emlegeni (Uuitkyk) with 
his aunt who was married to 
the Ginindza family.

Induna’s grandmother was 
employed by a Mr Vuthela, a white teacher 
who had love for black people. He gave the 
Shongwe family a piece of land in his farm 
and taught Induna how to play drums and 
brass instruments at the age of fi ve years as 
he grew up and to drill with a mace stick.

He started his primary school at 
Mahlukaneni Primary School in the Old 
Mbombela Location where he walked 30 
kilometres daily. The family later relocated 
to Clau Clau then he attended Khumbula 
Secondary School where he enjoyed living 
with his mother, Keni in Kabokweni and his 
step-father, Paul Mahlalela

It was in 1979 when he started his own 
drum majorettes group in Kanyamazane 
through the support of local businesspeople 
and later introduced the fi rst black brass ban 
in the Lowveld region as a way to develop 
and keep children busy and disciplined.

KWAGGAFONTEIN - A 19-year-old 
has been living with congenital limb defect 
on her left foot. 

This simply means that her left foot did 
not fully develop from birth. 

Bongi Mphuthi realised her dream of 
getting a new prosthetic leg after using 
one for fi ve years which started to be 
uncomfortable and could no longer walk 
long distances. 

Collen Mashwana Foundation came 
to her rescue after donating with a new 
prosthetic leg and built the family of seven 
a house. 

The family was living in a one-bedroom 
house before the construction if their new 
home started. Mpumalanga Mirror who 
shared her excitement.  

He got married to Lindiwe in 1983 and 
were blessed with his children, Oliver and 
Felicia.

He followed his mother Keni and joined 
the Inyandza Cultural Movement as a youth 
convenor and was later employed by the 
KaNgwane Government in the offi  ce of 
the late Chief Minister, Enos j Mabuza. He 
also worked as an underground force for 
both Inyandza and the African National 
Congress. 

Induna used his drum majorettes group 
to pass on information to members of the 
ANC who were in exile in Mozambique 
and Swaziland. He also transported some 
comrades to exile. He worked with the 
late Dr Thabo Mamoepa and Dr Patrick 
Maduna.He used to take medical treatment 

which included medication for malaria 
to comrades in exile, especially 

those in Mozambique.
During the 1994 transition, 
he joined the new 
provincial government 
in the Premier’s offi  ce 
as a cultural offi  cer. He 
assisted Premier Mathew 
Phosa by mobilizing 

people to government 
events.
With his talents, he used to 

train the police brass band in 
Middelburg and Ermelo. 

After the death of Professor Phaahla who 
was the music director of the ZAA Brass 
Band, he was recommended to Bishop 
Lekganyane to be an interim music director 
for one of the biggest brass bands in the 
country, ZCC Brass Band.

He was, however relieved earlier due to 
medical reasons. That did not stop him from 
starting a furniture removal business with 
70 bakkies, but later, through ailment, he 
retired and stayed home permanently.

He was laid to rest on 21 November 
2020 during a funeral service held at the 
Kanyamazane Community Hall and his 
remains were laid next to his wife, Lindiwe 
Shongwe. 

He is survived by his three sisters, two 
brothers Vukulul and Robert Gumede, his 
loving children Skhumbuzo, Bheki, Muzi, 
Oliver, Kwanele and Felicia. 

“I’m happy how things turned out after 
Mr Mahlangu contacted the foundation 
about a month ago emailed the foundation 
and told them about my situation. 

They then wanted to know if I was from 
Mpumalanga. They then informed us that 
they were going to visit me and that they 
would assist in getting me a new prosthetic 
leg. I used the previous prosthesis for fi ve 
years and it was becoming uncomfortable 
and I was beginning to limp when walking. 
I couldn’t even walk long distances any 
longer because it was painful,” she said. 

She describes the situation at home to be 
diffi  cult as there wasn’t enough space for 
her parents and fi ve siblings. She sacrifi ced 
some of her money to build an extra two 
rooms until the foundation took over. 

“Things have become much better now 
that everything seems to be going well. 
My sisters are quite supportive because I 
don’t have friends. 

Now that I want to go back to school, 
I’ll go back with a better mindset and 
because I never used to sleep thinking 
about my situation.” 

Mputhi’s wish is to go back to 
Ntokozweni Secondary School and fi nish 
high school after dropping out. 

The foundation’s Mathabo Boshego said 
they were committed to assisting her and 
creating a conducive environment. 

 “Upon arrival, we also saw that the 
family of 7 lived in a one-room house 
which is why we saw Bongi does not only 
need a new prosthesis but also better living 
conditions. 

As a foundation we collaborated with 
Afribiz Invest and Ottobock SA to change 
their lives,” said Boshego.

Shongwe, hence his family called him 
Nduna and the youth referred to 

to Emlegeni (Uuitkyk) with 
his aunt who was married to 

Induna’s grandmother was 
employed by a Mr Vuthela, a white teacher 

to comrades in exile, especially 
those in Mozambique.

During the 1994 transition, 
he joined the new 
provincial government 
in the Premier’s offi  ce 
as a cultural offi  cer. He 
assisted Premier Mathew 
Phosa by mobilizing 

people to government 
events.
With his talents, he used to 

train the police brass band in 
Middelburg and Ermelo. 

After the death of Professor Phaahla who 

Steve Tshwete municipality launches township business

The second 
phase stands, 
however, are bigger because 
they will be occupied by big business 
such as industrial warehouses, panel 
beaters and heavy engineering who 

require space, plus there will be an offi  ce 
block constructed.

Tolo said the project couldn’t have come 
at a better time, especially considering 
the Covid-19 pandemic and lockdown 
which had undoubtedly stalled all forms of 
economic activity.

In 2012, the municipality conducted a 
surveyon light industrial business activities 
taking place within its townships and rural 
areas. 

It revealed that it was conducted in areas 
which are not zoned for business purposes 
like backyard panel beating done in yards 

and garages. 
Bricklaying 

done in 
municipal open 
spaces not zoned 
for business 
purposes.

As a result of 
the above, the 
municipality 
zoned Extension 
23 for the purpose 
of establishing an 
area designated 
for light and heavy 

industrial business purposes.
The fi rst phase will offi  cially resume in 

early 2021.

Jabulane Khumalo
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MBOMBELA – In anticipation that the 
second wave of the Covid-19 pandemic 
may be in the offi  ng, the MEC for Health, 
Sasekani Manzini took to the Mbombela 
Taxi Rank on 13 November to raise 
awareness about the importance of knowing 
about your health status.

 It was an action-packed exercise as 
it wasn’t all about talking, but direct 
interaction with both commuters and drivers, 
too. She also branded taxis with vital 
messages pertaining to health awareness.

Healthcare workers were also at 
hand inside their gazebos conducting 
comprehensive health care screening 
services, not only for covid-19 related 
symptoms, but all ailments for the 
commuters.

Opening the proceedings was the MMC 
for Municipal Health and Environmental 
Management at the Ehlanzeni District 
Municipality, Cllr Million Shongwe who 
said: “As a former taxi driver myself, I am 
appealing to taxi drivers to listen attentively 
to the MEC’s talk because they are the most 
vulnerable in this Covid-19 era because they 
carry diff erent passengers with diff erent 
ailments.

“They have to comprehend with 
everything concerning symptoms that 
passengers may have like coughing and 
sneezing, even profuse sweating, too. All 
of that may aff ect them. Therefore, they 
are an important component in educating 
commuters in preventative measures,” 
explained Shongwe.

Manzini, in her address, said: ‘As a 
department of health we’ve always been 
working hand in hand with your sector 
throughout the province and always frequent 
your vicinity. It’s our ardent belief that 

you’re always here servicing the 
communities and never fi nd time 
to visit local clinics, hence we’ve 
brought health services directly to 
you at this taxi rank to be examined 
and referred for further treatment, if 
need be.

“If we were to be judged as 
a department that we’re truly 
doing our work, it should refl ect 
on te longevity of life for the 
communities. 

That’s how we are measured. If a person 
dies before the age of 70 years, it is often 
said we’re not doing our work thoroughly by 
preserving their lives until that age. 

“We are putting emphasis on people to 
frequently visit our clinics because there, 
you are able to be examined for all ailments 
and treated if you’re aff ected by anyone of 
them. 

As 
we’re gathered here 
today, we’re meeting under the new normal, 
whereby, everyone is wearing a face mask. 
I’m glad that the protocol has been adhered 
to.

“I also want to commend taxi drivers and 
taxi owners for adhering to the stringent 
measures during the National Lockdown 
when they conformed to a request not to fi ll 

up their taxis and thus suff ered a fi nancial 
loss throughout those months.

“You’ve been carriers of all commuters 
to towns and cities, all bearing their face 
masks because you’ve been strict on the 
wearing of face masks in your taxis. 

When they alight from the taxis, whether 
they continue wearing them or hold them 
in their hands, but it’s signifi cant that 
you continued carrying out your health 
responsibility.

“When wearing your face mask, we don’t 
need to see your nose nor your mouth, but 
cover it all up, always. Your contribution in 
the low infection rates in the province, it’s 
partly because of the industry’s commitment 

throughout the pandemic.
“We’ve heard f incidents, whereby, 

taxi drivers never allow commuters 
who come into a taxi holding their 
face masks by hand, it’s either you 
wear it or you don’t board. In one 
instance, one driver stopped the 
taxi when he realized there was a 
commuter who wasn’t wearing a face 
mask.

“He told the commuter to alight 
from the taxi because the intention 
was to kill all of them. Such action 
should be applauded coming from the 
taxi industry. All people should comply 
because no one knows their status. 

To prevent it, you simply wash your 
hands thoroughly and sanitise, then wear 

your masks always in public places. Always 
adhere to social distancing with at least 1.5 
to 2 metres in between us.

“I’ve heard that people say covid-19 is 
no longer there. That’s not true now that 
President Cyril Ramaphosa has placed us on 
Level 1. 

We still need to adhere to the rules and 
regulations at all costs. We don’t need the 
police and soldiers to enforce that onus, but 
should do it at our own accord.

“We shouldn’t deploy the national 
defence soldiers on you to comply with the 
regulations, you should soldier yourselves at 
all times. If you see a person without a face 
mask, you must always inquire about them. 
If anyone comes closely to you, reprimand 
them and insist on social distancing.

“Through cordial co-operation we will 
be able to conquer many other diseases, 
including HIV-Aids, which has ceased to 
raise eyebrows when you’ve been infected, 
but can easily take your treatment as 
instructed by your medical practitioners and 
live healthily thereafter.

“Don’t forget to visit your healthcare 

 Healthcare screening and branding awareness at taxi ranks
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ERMELO – Traditional leadership within 
the Gert Sibande District Municipality had 
the opportunity to be given an insight into 
service delivery initiatives within the district 
municipality during the offi  cial opening of 
the local House of Traditional Leaders on 4 
November.

The occasion was offi  cially opened by the 
executive mayor, Cllr Muzi Chirwa whose 
address constitutes an important milestone 
and addresses the signifi cance of this 
institution which is fully recognised through 

GSDM officially opens local house of traditional leaders
the Constitution of South Africa. 

The offi  cial opening of the local House 
of Traditional Leaders in the District is an 
opportunity for the Executive Mayor to 
report back to traditional leaders about the 
commitments and plans tabled the previous 
year and to table new plans to address 
service delivery challenges. 

This also allows the house to continue 
with its primary tasks of promoting the 
interests of communities as traditional 
leaders are custodians of cultures and 

heritage. GSDM values and respects the 
GSLHTL, which consists of 17 traditional 
councils. 

Chirwa’s address highlighted the success 
stories shared by the reputable partnership 
which exists between the GSLHTL and the 
Gert Sibande District Municipality (GSDM). 

The support provided by the GSDM to 
the GSLHTL includes but not limited to 
provision of tools of trade to all traditional 
leaders, capacity building, fi nancial support 
towards cultural activities known as 

‘ummemo’ or cultural celebrations.
It also provides offi  ce space and 

meeting rooms at the GSDM main offi  ce 
building, and provision of sanitizers and 
decontamination services to the traditional 
council offi  ces. Traditional leaders also 
have access to the public participation 
bakkies for loud hailing purposes in order to 
communicate with their communities. 

Public consultations are held with 
traditional leaders in terms of the Integrated 
Development Plan (IDP) and the members 
of the executive committee are members of 
the GSDM Council. 

Over the years, a number of service 
delivery projects have been implemented in 
the areas of amakhosi (Traditional Leaders) 
and their views and concerns are always 
encouraged as key stakeholders of GSDM. 

In his remarks, the Chairperson of the 
GSLHTL, Inkosi JV Nhlapho indicated that 
the offi  cial opening of the House will allow 
members of the house to engage, debate 
and fi nd a way forward on a programme of 
action which will emanate from the mayoral 
address. 

During the offi  cial opening of the 
GSLHTL 2020, GSDM ensured compliance 
to COVID-19 regulations and guidelines 
such as the wearing of face masks, social 
distancing and sanitizing of hands. It 
was also graced by the presence of the 
Chairperson of the Mpumalanga Provincial 
House of Traditional Leaders Inkosi 
Mahlangu and the Deputy Chairperson, 
amakhosi and ondlunkulu (wives to 
amakhosi), Members of the Mayoral 
Committee, Council Members and other 
dignitaries. 

 Gender Based Violence is a matter of ‘grave’ concern
MIDDELBURG – Gender Based Violence 

has been declared a ‘grave’ concern 
according to Social Development Minister, 
Lindiwe Zulu who was visiting shelters 
housing Gender Based Violence victims in 
Middelburg on 06 November. 

Zulu said the department, working with 
the provincial department, took a decision 
to visit few shelters, particularly the shelters 
where there are women who have been 
abused and removed from their places and 
fi nding shelter for the time being so that they 
can be able to be assisted to stand on their 
own two feet.

“The issue of Gender Based Violence 
and Femicide is a matter of grave concern, 
not only to the department of Social 
Development, but the government overall. 

“The pain and trauma women have to 
go through, the families that have to be 
burying their loved ones because somebody 
has decided to kill a woman or a child, is a 
grave concern to the government of South 
Africa and all of us in government have got 
the responsibility of assisting us to fi ght the 
scourge of Gender Based Violence, “ she 
said. 

She said what is more important for the 
department is to be responsible for the 
well-being of those that are vulnerable and 
to ensure that there is coordination in the 
support that they off er to shelters, both at the 
provincial and national government. 

“As a national government, we have to 
be able to come to the shelters to see for 
ourselves how the shelters are operating; 
how they are functioning and as to whether 
they are functioning optimally because we 
think that when people come to the shelters, 
we need to fi nd a way of helping them stand 
on their own two feet and also helping 
them to fi nd a life in the future. The shelters 
are just temporary space where women 
and children can be assisted after fi nding 
themselves in an abusive environment,” she 
said. 

Middelburg Victim Support Centre has an 
intake of about 20 to 30 victims of Gender 

Based Violence per month. 
Gift Mondlana, acting manager of the 

centre, told Mpumalanga Mirror that 
domestic violence is a huge concern in the 
area.

 «Gender Based Violence is a serious 
issue in Middelburg. We only have one 
centre where we attend to all these issues. 
Everyone comes here and we provide them 
with counselling and family integration. For 
the women that are staying here, we provide 

Bulelwa Maphanga them with shelter and meanwhile they are 
at the shelter, we provide them with skills 
development,” she said. 

Faith-based organizations also interacted 
with Minister Zulu in coming up with 
measures that will prevent Gender Based 
Violence and Femicide in all forms. 

Member of the inter-faith based 
organization, Joshua Nithononda said when 
a community is aff ected by violence, the 
church is also aff ected. 

“It is our role as pastors in churches to be 
able to identify people aff ected by Gender 
Based Violence, but what we can do is to 
collaborate with Social Development in 
terms of training. Once we have the same 
understanding, I believe all of us can win 
fi ghting this scourge,” he said. 

Zulu said the department will continue to 
visit other provinces to fi nd ways of fi ghting 
the scourge of Gender-Based Violence and 
Femicide in the country.

Minister Lindiwe Zulu with Joshua Nithononda and Gift Mondlane in one of the shelters housing Gender Based Violence victims.
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BREYTEN – The need to transform 
13 of schools adopted by the MEC for 
Agriculture, Rural Development, Land and 
environmental Aff airs (DARDLEA), Vusi 
Shongwe, into agrarian schools stems from 
ensuring that there’s food security to feed 
the country and some for export purposes.

This was the assertion of Shongwe’s most 
recent visit to one of his adopted schools, 
Masizakhe Secondary where he had paid 
a courtesy visit to donate 1 200 sanitary 
pads, 500 food parcels and 200 10 kilogram 
packets of mielie-meal to the learners at the 
school.

“My sole objective is to encourage 

Agrarian community to be produced of 13 adopted schools
all schools in the province to introduce 
agricultural science as a subject at all 
schools. I specifi cally put emphasis on that 
notion directly to my 13 adopted schools to 
practically have it as a subject.

“Added to that, I put emphasis on 
my offi  ce to establish gardens in those 
respective schools. My vision is to see 
green in all schools in the province, going 
forward. As we end the year now, Masizakhe 
Secondary will be going green in order to 
motivate upon the learners to take up this 
subject.

“Agriculture is their daily livelihood 
because the very clothing they are wearing 

are agricultural products from cotton and 
wool from sheep. Their shoes are produced 
from animal hides. I will also be able also 
to introduce these learners to Nooitgedacht 
South Africa, also take them to government 
farms to showcase to them how benefi cial is 
agriculture to them and their future careers.

“I will also be sending agricultural experts 
and scientists who will teach them what 
agriculture is exactly. Even the University 
of Mpumalanga has agriculture as the main 
curriculum. If they envisage studying there 
in future, it’s important that they begin 
learning agriculture at that level.

“All I’m trying to instil, is to eradicate the 

tendency of dependency by communities. 
There’s a positive response towards my 
vision and that of my department. They are 
responding very well, even the teachers, 
principals and the education district and 
regional offi  ces are responding very well to 
this principle.

“The whole idea is to turn Mpumalanga 
green so that we can cease this tendency of 
dependency. These learners must be taught 
that in order to have food on the table, you 
have to toil for it with your very own hands. 
This will put or decrease the dependency 
on food parcels in society,” concluded 
Shongwe.

As the MEC for Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Land and Environmental 
Aff airs, I note with appreciation the 
complements and words of encouragement 
coming from diff erent quarters, from those 
who witnessed my previous achievements 
that came as result of my “pushing spirit”.  

This echoes and confi rms the good stories 
to tell about the impact of programmes like 
Zonda Indlala and Zonda Insila Programmes, 
Phezukomkhono Mlimi, Agri-hubs, 
Research Centres and most importantly the 
rescucitation of what used to be state-of-the-
art infrustructure that we have since revived 
and turned into Farmer Training Centres in 
diff erent Districts.

There is no doubt that we waged war 
against poverty after applying a head-
on approach to address challenges that 
threaten our eff orts and initiatives aimed 
at improving sustainable food security.  
October is Food Security Month in our 

calendar, wherein people across the globe 
are encouraged to commemorate World 
Food Day annually on 16th October.  Most 
importantly, this is the time when we 
encourage our people to play their part and 
productively use whatever size of land they 
have for food production, throughout the 
planting season.  I am confi dent that through 
the programmes mentioned above, which 
I launched over the recent years since 
I joined the Department, we have been 
able to lift the bar even higher.

Just like in 1945 after the World War II 
which resulted in serious food shortages 
around the world, today Covid-19 
threatens to pose similar challenge.  
It is against this background that we 
should all rise above the occasion, and 
contribute to an increased level of food 
production.  Working together with all 
stakeholders in the sector, organized 
agriculture, emerging and commercial 

farmers, including ordinary households, we 
can overcome and minimize the eff ects 
of Covid-19.  I therefore call upon all 
farmers to turn the soil and elevate 
the level of their food production, to 
turn “Mpumalanga Green” and ensure 
food security for all.

Phezukomkhono Mlimi…

ADVERTORIAL

MEC VR Shongwe reacts to appreciations towards 
his e� orts in pushing the  development agenda
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I have patiently observed the negative role 
played by human beings in the destruction 
of our habitat, the only space that gives life 
to every living organisms.  

Our habitat is under serious threat; the 
indigenous plants, animals and many other 
organisms that depend on wetlands for 
survival, including us, human beings, are 
facing an unfortunate heightened level of a 
possible extinction that may be forced on us 
faster than it was anticipated. 

Any negative impact to our habitat, be it 
perpetrated by human beings or just natural 
disasters, puts our population at risk of 
extinction. 

It is interesting to drive around newly 
developed areas like eNtokozweni near 
kaNyamazane, and Msholozi near White 
River. There’s a lot of development, yes we 
need it, but some developments are clearly 
on wetlands.

The reality we fi nd ourselves in is sad.  
The human population is increasing, so does 
the need to develop more land for human 
settlement purposes. 

It is common cause that economic 
development will impact on the ecological 
environment to a certain extent, but lately 
the impact is at a worryingly faster pace.  
Yes, we need development, but in most 
cases, the development takes place right on 
the very spaces that need to be conserved 
by us.  It is bad.  I have been asking myself 
these questions lately:

• Do we consider the environment when 
we identify a piece of land that eventually 
gets “invaded” for human settlement?

Festive season is normally a time for 
families to gather and celebrate their 
successes, whether in the work-front, 
educationally and in business.

It’s holiday time as those fortunate 
enough to have saved or booked a holiday 
for themselves and loved ones, will, more 
than often, fl ood the roads as they will be 
headed towards their holiday destinations.

One would not hesitate to ask one 
pertinent question in 2020 – Is there 
anything worthwhile to celebrate in 2020 
after a devastating almost six months 
under the National Lockdown because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic?

It’s a yes and a big NO.
It’s a yes because if you’re reading this 

piece right now, you were able to survive 
the terrible fi rst wave of the pandemic 
despite all odds that have killed thousands 
of citizens throughout the country, 
including Mpumalanga.

Many a people were aff ected and 
infected with the disease and mind you, 
this was a fi rst experience for everyone, 
including the authorities themselves. We 
underwent a trial and tribulation kind of 
diffi  cult situation, whereby, each one had 
the responsibility of ensuring they follow 
the precautionary tips to the core in order 
to survive.

Jobs were drastically cut instead 
of being created. The unemployed 
swamped and still continue labour 
offi  ces desperately pursuing to get their 
unemployment insurance funds. Some 
still linger on at Post Offi  ces seeking to 
apply for the R350 relief fund.

There’s no longer any hope among the 

Opinionated
ordinary citizens 
for survival 
as the country 
struggles to implement 
its economic recovery plan. Whilst 
communities are starring poverty in 
the face, they are inundated with news 
of the arrest of wrongdoers who have 
been swopped upon by the special 
Investigation Unit (SIU) for corruptible 
deeds in obtaining funds that were meant 
for protection….equipment (PPEs), here 
and in many other places in the country.

That’s when the hopes of the poor 
of the poorest are dented because such 
opportunities which were open to 
everybody to apply, were never put to 
the for them to apply, but were secretly 
distributed among friends and close 
associates, thus leaving them gaping the 
air for empty promises – but now that the 
wheels of justice are creeping closer to 
them, justice will be done.

It has occurred to many people that 
jobs are a scarce commodity nowadays, 
which calls for people to come up with 
money-making schemes that will enable 
them to put food on the table for their 
respective families – the authorities that 
be, should come to the party and assist the 
enthusiastic ones in order to fi ght poverty 
at all costs.

As we embark on our respective 
journeys to diff erent destinations during 
this festive season, please ensure that you 
drive safely and keep to the regulated 
speed limits on the roads. Don’t drink and 
drive and make sure that you arrive safe.

ASIBOQABULELA EMAKHAYA! 

• Do we care what happens to those 
little indigenous plants and animals due to 
our actions?

Come to think of it.  When last did 
you see a frog, a dragonfl y or ladybug?  
Even a mosquito is rare to spot.  When 
last did you see a spring?  Those bird 
species we grew up seeing almost every 
day, a grasshopper, the indigenous fruits 
(eMatelemba/emaNumbela etc) and many 
other plants, what happened to them?  

The reality is that those organisms and 
plants have been victims of extinction, or 
have been displaced.  Habitat destruction 
is currently the primary cause of species 
extinction. 

I wonder if it is too late for human 
beings to show that they care about the 
environment.  

I believe all is not lost.  We must care 
because the ecosystem desperately needs 
these small creatures.  

We, as human beings, also need the 
wetlands for our own survival.  They give 
life.  The ecosystem maintains a delicate 
balance to life, but human activities 
threaten to disrupt this balance.  

We need to protect and preserve the 
environment, for our own sake.  Let 
us consider all other avenues before 
embarking on land clearing and sand 
mining, or building that house in an area 
that’s clearly a wetland.

 Bheki Nyathikazi works for the 
Department of Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Land and Environmental 
Aff airs.  He writes in his own capacity. 

Human beings are to blame for 
the destruction of ecosystem
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Executive Mayor of Dr Pixley Ka Seme Local 
Municipality, Phalaborwa Vincent Malatsi.

Minister Mmamoloko Kubayi-Ngubane, together with MEC Pat Ngomane and Mpumalanga 
Tourism and Parks Agency CEO, Johannes Nobunga during their visit to Blyde River 
Canyon.

Dr Pixely 
Ka Seme to 
fi x roads

VOLKSRUST - The South African 
National Roads Agency SOC Limited 
(SANRAL) will start new routine road 
maintenance and periodic maintenance 
projects in the Dr Pixley Ka Seme Local 
Municipality as soon as January 2021.

SANRAL works hand in hand with the 
diff erent spheres of government, contractors 
and other stakeholders across South Africa 
to showcase existing and upcoming projects 
that will benefi t communities that live 
around them. 

Speaking at SANRAL’s fl agship ‘Taking 
SANRAL to the People’ community 
engagement programme in Volksrust on 20 
November 2020, SANRAL’s stakeholder 
coordinator, Melba Geca said: “SANRAL 
is here to engage directly with local 
community members, particularly, local 
small, micro, and medium enterprises 
(SMMEs) on planned road upgrades and 
available tender opportunities. Our objective 
is to ensure that local SMM’s benefi t from 
SANRAL projects in the Dr Pixley Ka Seme 
Local Municipality.” 

The Routine Road Maintenance (RRM) 
Projects planned in Dr Pixley Ka Seme 
Municipality are scheduled to start in 
January 2021 and are estimated to take 36 
months to complete. 

The scope of work on the RRMs will 
include general road maintenance such as 
potholes and road surface repairs, grass 
cutting, storm water drainage, fencing, 
and road signs. Roads that will undergo 
maintenance include:

• N11 from Volksrust to Msukaligwa 
municipal border

• R23 from Volksrust to Lekwa Municipal 
Border

• R35 from Amersfoort to Lekwa 
Municipal Border

Through its community development 
and RRM projects, SANRAL will identify, 
train and develop local labourers from 
small contractors to attain the relevant skills 
needed for the projects.

“Adequate road infrastructure is 
critical to the socio-economic status 
of local municipalities, as it impacts 
on the empowerment of emerging 
contractors, particularly its contribution 
to transformation within the construction 
industry. SANRAL is committed in enabling 
that local contractors are equipped with the 
necessary skills and given support required 
to complete planned projects.” said Geca.

 Dr Pixley Ka Seme Local Municipality’s 
Executive Mayor, Phalaborwa Vincent 
Malatsi, commended SANRAL for taking 
the time to engage directly with the local 
community on its planned projects. 

“SANRAL is doing a sterling job in 
collaborating directly with the Dr Pixley 
Ka Seme Local Municipality and the 
community at large. It’s important that 
the community understands the policies 
and procedures attached to doing business 
with SANRAL, as this will enable them to 
present their businesses better and access the 
opportunities SANRAL has made available 
in our region.” said Malatsi.

Domestic tourism should be prioritised - 
Minister Mmamoloko Kubayi-Ngubane

SKUKUZA - Tourism minister, 
Mmamoloko Kubayi-Ngubane has 
encouraged South Africans to explore the 
country through embarking on domestic 
tourism enjoying the beauty and heritage of 
the country.

Kubayi-Ngubane said this when she 
visited the province recently. She was 
accompanied by the Mpumalanga Economic 
Development and Tourism MEC, Pat 
Ngomane and Mpumalanga Tourism and 
Parks Agency’s CEO, Johannes Nobunga. 

They visited various attractions which 
included Blyde River Canyon and Kruger 
National Park, as well as other tourism 
establishments within the Hazyview area.

Kubayi-Ngubane’s visit is part of a 
campaign to discover some of the country’s 
hidden gems, but will also go a long way 
in supporting the tourism sector’s revival 
following the devastating impact of 
COVID-19.

She said the department has been going 
from one province to the other, showcasing 
what is unique about each province. 

“Mpumalanga is a province that prides 
itself with tourism products. It’s one of the 
tourism hubs. What we have been able to 
showcase is its beautiful scenery,” she said.

She added that one of the things that she 
took a decision on is that you can’t build 
confi dence in your product when people 
don’t see yourself consuming your product. 

“That is why as a minister, I decided to 
lead from the front and I’ll go out and give 
confi dence in terms of our sector’s protocol 
to protect people to say when you come and 
go out of your house, you will still be safe 
because we have put health protocols in 
place to ensure that we can protect you. 

“We are introducing South Africans to 
South Africa because many of us we think 

we know South Africa, but as we go, we 
keep on being able to see new things as we 
have seen a restaurant inside a train.

“I don’t think many South Africans are 
even aware that there is something like this 
inside the Kruger National Park that they 
can consume and can experience,” she said.

Kubayi-Ngubane has already taken the 
campaign to several provinces. 

Mpumalanga Economic development 
and tourism MEC, Pat Ngomane, said the 
province has set aside R10 million which is 
specifi cally for young people in the tourism 
sector. 

“We are working very closely with the 
public sector to give some skills and ensure 
that they sustain their businesses,” he said 

Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency’s 
CEO, Johannes Nobunga said they were 

Bulelwa Maphanga

concerned about the pricing of product 
owners despite the Covid-19 aftermath. 

He said the issue needs to be addressed as 
the country’s economy remains depressed. 

“We are in here to promote domestic 
tourism, but if the pricing is out pricing our 
domestic tourists, whatever eff ort we are 
putting, is not going to meet the desired 
results. We are making sure that the minister 
also speaks to the product owners to say the 
economy is depressed, both our national and 
the international economy. 

“We should look at the issue of trying 
to adjust the prices so that they exploit the 
economies of scales because when you 
set your prices down, you will have more 
numbers and if you have more numbers, you 
will then be able to bring more income,” he 
said.

MBOMBELA - The Department of Health 
unveiled a fl eet of 67 ambulances meant 
to boost prompt response for emergency 
medical services in all districts on 
November 20. 

Premier, Refi lwe Mtshweni-Tsipane and 
the department’s MEC, Sasekani Manzini 
and Ehlanzeni District Mayor, Cllr Jester 
Sidel and City of Mbombela acting mayor, 

Cllr Majaheni Nyalunga were present for the 
handover. 

“We’ve added to the existing fl eet that 
we have. Since last year we’ve bought 
about 165 ambulances. In the province, 
we have 4.5 million residents and 85% of 
the population use public healthcare. We 
realized that the fl eet we had was not enough 
and we needed to replenish and make sure 
that there are enough ambulances. 

“With this fl eet, we’re now able to be 

Premier and MEC launch 67 ambulances 
as prompt as possible when responding to 
emergencies. 

The ambulances are fully equipped 
to stabilise patients who need medical 
attention. This also shows our commitment 
to developing our EMS in the province. 
We’re still going to purchase more 
ambulances until all communities across 
the province are fully serviced,” said the 
Premier. 

MEC Manzini also opened the new High 
Care Unit at Witbank Hospital and 12 ICU 
beds donated by South32 on November 27. 
During the ceremony, the General Manager 
of South32, Lerato Saolose emphasised the 
importance of strengthening of government 
and private sector relations. 

“We have one goal which is to make sure 
our people have access to healthcare, hence 
we don’t sleep. 

We are continuously developing and 
maintaining relationships with the private 
sectors. With Covid-19 in our midst, the ICU 
beds came at the right time,” said Manzini.

Jabulane Khumalo

A fl eet of 67 ambulances to be dispatched to all districts.
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David Maretlane

STANDERTON – 95 Essential 
workers, including all shop stewards have 
been dismissed from the Lekwa Local 
Municipality after fi ve-week strike that has 
severely aff ected service delivery to the 
community.

Employees affi  liated to the South African 
Municipal Workers Union (SAMWU) 
embarked on what the employer classifi ed as 
an unprotected (illegal) strike from 3 August 
to 8 September. 

After delivering a memorandum of 
demands to management in the morning and 
giving employer seven days to respond, they 
embarked on the strike.

The employer issued an ultimatum 
through a union representative to workers to 
return to work by 08h00 on 5 August 2020. 
However, employees refused and did not 
make a written submission in response to the 
order.

Lekwa Local Municipality eventually 
issued notices to individual employees On 
1st September, of the intention to charge 
them for unauthorised absence from 
work and were given 10 days to make 
a submission as to why they should be 

charged.  
However, SAMWU Regional 

representatives allegedly advised employees 
to ignore the notices and not to make a 
written submission to the employer. 

On 21 September, a process of disciplinary 
hearing under Section 18 of the Disciplinary 
Procedure Collective Agreement 
commenced. 

The presiding 
offi  cer read the charge 
sheet to workers’ 
representatives as 
follows:  “You’re 
charged with 
unauthorised absence 
from work without 
permission on account 
of participating in illegal (unprotected) 
strike action.”  

After perusing through evidence and 
arguments, the presiding offi  cer said: “It is 
clear that employees knowingly went on an 
illegal strike from 3 August. 

It is also noted that most of the employees 
that participated in the strike were essential 
services workers. 

“As per section 213 of the Labour 
Relations Act, essential services means 

a service interruption endangers the life, 
personal safety or health of the whole or 
part of the community. Section 65 (1) ( d) (i) 
state that these employees may not take part 
in any strike action.”  

Presiding Offi  cer said it is clear that 
striking employees had all intentions of 
making Lekwa Municipality completely 

ungovernable 
and shut down 
all its services to 
the community. 
After considering 
the mitigating 
circumstances, the 
aggravating factors 
and submissions by 
the respondends, the 

presiding offi  cer passed the verdict on 18 
October.

Five workers out of 200 were found not 
guilty. Sanctions were imposed as follows: 
Five employees with a caution never to 
participate in illegal strike again. 

Four employees with verbal warning, 
22 employees with fi rst written warning 
due to them not being essential services 
with acceptable mitigation submitted, 66 
employees with fi nal written warnings 

The municipal workers illegal strike that led to mass dismissal.

Local Governance: ANC wins 3-2 in recent by-elections
EMALAHLENI - The African National 

Congress emerged victorious in the recent 
by-elections held on 11 November when 
they clinched three of the fi ve wards that 
were contested in the province.

The ANC was victorious in Ward 23 in 
Emalahleni when they scraped through with 
a 78% victory, thus attained 1 025 votes as 
against 254 for the EFF, 20 for AFCO and 
there were only 20 spoilt papers.

The ANC further scored another victory 
in Ward 36 in Bushbuckridge with another 
78% victory, thus earning 2 048 votes as 
against the EFF’s 557 and only 22 spoilt 
papers. The ANC scored another victory, 
set at 64% in Ward 31, Bushbuckridge, thus 
attaining 1551 votes as against the EFF’s 
772, APC’s 4 and IND’s 3 votes.

The party only lost Ward 18 in Emalahleni 
who garnered 677 as against the ANC’s 311, 
the EFF with 107, VF Plus 507, AFCO 10 
and 10 spoilt papers. The ANC also lost to 
the DA in Ward 30 in Govan Mbeki who 
scraped through with 1 261, ANC 48, EFF 
12 and only 6 spoiled papers.

The Independent Electoral Commission 
(IEC) expressed satisfaction with the 
successful holding of by-elections across 55 

Lekwa municipality dismisses 95 essential workers

municipalities in 
all nine provinces 
on 11 November 
which were 
overwhelmingly 
calm, peaceful and 
smooth. 

These elections 
were extraordinary 
in that they were 
the fi rst to be held 
in South Africa 
under COVID-19 
conditions and 
were the largest 
number of by-
elections held on 
a single day in 
our history. The 
Commission is also 
encouraged by the turnout of voters which is 
within the range for by-elections held since 
the 2016 Municipal Elections. 

The average turnout was 37.83 percent 
compared to an average of 38.73 percent 
over the past four years. The highest turnout 
recorded on 11 November was 75.29 percent 
which was recorded in ward 4 of the Port St 

due to them not being essential services 
with acceptable mitigation, 95 employees 
with dismissal due to them being essential 
services without acceptable mitigation. 

Dismissed employees per essential 
services:

Water and sanitation = 28 
Fire and Disaster Management = 23 
Waste Management = 38 
Electrical & Mechanical = 2 
Roads and works = 1 
Library = 1 Secretariat = 1 
Income Budget & Treasure = 1.

Employees were advised about the 
right to appeal. Mpumalanga Mirror is in 
possession of all the relevant documents to 
the case. 

The communications manager, Thobeka 
Mtshiselwa said although many essential 
workers were dismissed, service delivery 
is only negatively aff ected in two areas like 
waste management and fi re and Disaster 
Management.  

SAMWU representative refused to speak 
to the media. According inside sources, all 
shop stewards were dismissed.

Johns municipality in the Eastern Cape. 
The Independent Electoral Commission 

(IEC) calls on leaders from political 
parties, community structures, religious and 
civic organisations along with traditional 
authorities to work with the Electoral 
Commission to ensure that future by-
elections and the 2021 Municipal Elections 
are not disrupted or impacted by protest 
action.

Herewith, are the ANC candidates for 
the 9 December, 2020 by-elections:

Nkomazi Candidates:
Thandeka Vestar Ngcane. Ward 15 
and Lucky Nhlanhla Shongwe. Ward 
05. 

Bushbuckridge candidates:
Mathews Mangani. Ward 16, 
Grinios Betsang Sebatane. Ward 18 
and Selby Owen Malatsi. Ward 32

There are only fi ve in the province 
for By-elections called on the 9th 
December 2020.

Grinios Betsang 
Sebatane Ward 
18, Acornheok, 
Bushbuckrdge

Thandka Vestar 
Ngcane - Nkomazi 
Mgobodzi West 
Ward 15.

Lucky Nhlanhla 
Shongwe - Block 
B Ward 5 ANC 
Candidate.

Selby Owen Malatsi 
- Ward 32 Acornhoe, 
Bushbuckridge

Matthew 
Mangani - Ward 
16 Acornhoek, 
bushbuckridge.

Essential services 
means a service 

interruption endangers 
the life, personal safety 
or health of the whole or 
part of the community
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ACKERVILLE -  Another 5 270 female 
learners will approach their monthly cycles 
with confi dence and dignity after Engen 
committed a further 
R1 million to 
the Caring4-
Girls feminine 
hygiene initiative, 
following a R2.5 
million investment 
in 2018. 551 learners 
at Kopanang Senior 
Secondary School in Emalahleni and 368 
learners from Bongisimbi Comprehensive 
School in Ackerville, Witbank in the 
Mpumalanga province, received hygiene 
hampers on November 6, ensuring 
that the girls remain in school during 
their monthly cycles for the remainder of 
the year.  

Caring4Girls is an Imbumba Foundation 
initiative that aims to provide two million 
girls with sanitary towels by the end of 
2020 to help keep them in school during 
their monthly cycles. 

During November 2020 sanitary pads will 
be distributed to over 5 270 female learners 
at 12 schools located close to Engen storage 
facilities in Mpumalanga, Limpopo, North 
West and Free State. 

“We cannot thrive as a society if some 
of our female learners are left behind 

Engen pledges another R1m for hygiene
because they are unable to attend school 
due to feminine hygiene issues, which 
is why we are proud to partner with the 

Imbumba Foundation 
and contribute to 
this meaningful 
initiative,” 
says Engen Managing 
Director and CEO, 
Yusa’ Hassan. 

According to the 
Imbumba Foundation, 

research has shown that underprivileged 
girls miss up to 50 days of school per year 
due to inaccessible feminine hygiene care.  

Imbumba Foundation CEO, Richard 
Mabaso says the Caring4Girls programme 
creates a voice for girls in addition to 
distributing sanitary materials.  

“Caring4Girls also provides health 
education on puberty and adolescence, to 
demystify menstrual related myths and break 
down societal taboos, whilst promoting 
positive body literacy and autonomy, as well 
as gender equality.” 

Mabaso acknowledged Engen for its 
compassion for the young girls and thanked 
them for making a generous contribution 
towards the initiative.   

Earlier this year, 163 learners at Madima 
Primary School in North West Province and 
260 learners at Langalakhe High School in 

Pietermaritzburg received hygiene 
hampers. 

“Engen really is a brand that 
steps up where it matters and truly 
cares about the less fortunate. We 
are extremely excited that Engen 
has once again agreed to partner 
with us. Together we will touch and 
inspire many young girls’ lives,” 
adds Mabaso. Engen’s Hassan says the 
company has a proud record of social 
investment and cares deeply about the 
communities in which it operates. 

“Education is a key enabler to 
transform lives, which is why we are 
so passionate about this initiative 
because it will help uplift and 
empower female learners. 

“By supporting these young girls, 
we will ensure that their dignity is 
retained and that they never have to 
miss school because of their monthly 
cycles.”   

Caring4Girls is endorsed by the 
Department of Basic Education. 

The programme focuses on 
education and training on puberty and 
menstrual hygiene management, and 
includes the safe and environmentally 
responsible handling, usage and 
disposal of sanitary towels.   

 #Engencares

Emagama 
words will 
inspire fans

Satma award winner, singer and 
songwriter, Passion M from Kabokweni has 
released his much anticipated single titled, 
Emagama, featuring TPZ.

It was released on 31 October.
“Emagama,” meaning ‘words’ is a song 

dedicated to the love of his life who has 
been with him through thick and thin. This 
self-proclaimed isichathamiya and afro-
pop sensation, portrays his message of 
appreciation to his lover through a soulful 
jam that will not only spice-up his love 
life, but the masses as well. “Love should 
be reciprocal at all times. My fi ance gave 
her all to me and I had no choice but to 
reciprocate the feelings” said Passion 
Master. 

“Our feelings are mutual and words only 
couldn’t describe how much I love her, so 
I decided to write a song of appreciation 
for all the love she has shown me over the 
years,” added the singer.

This songwriter made it clear from the 
onset that he wants to establish himself as 
one of the best vocalists in Africa and will 
try as much as he can to feature alongside 
well established Afro-pop artists in the 
continent.

The sky is the limit for Passion Master.

Caring4Girls
also provides health 
education on puberty

and adolescence

Zithabiseni Resort gears up for Festive Season
The Zithabiseni Resort and Conference 

Centre is now gearing for the festive season 
buzz and has opened its doors to the public 
from 1 December 2020. 

The facility was closed during the 
nationwide lockdown as it was used as a 
quarantine site for COVID-19 related cases 
in Mpumalanga. The resort came under 
severe media scrutiny regarding the state 
of its infrastructure when it was used as a 
quarantine site. 

A total of 49 chalets have been refurbished 
by Glencore Operations South Africa (Pty) 
and the facility is ready to open its doors 
to leisure travellers as we get ready for the 
upcoming festive season. 

“We are pleased that the refurbishment 
process that was conducted by Glencore 
Operations South Africa (Pty) Ltd is now 
complete and our accommodation facilities 
have been improved to enhance visitor 
experience. The resort will be operating in 
full swing from 1 December 2020. Our team 
is getting ready to welcome visitors to enjoy 
their stay at our resort,” said Lindi Mtsweni, 
Operations Manager at Zithabiseni Resort 
and Conference Centre. 

“As we get ready for the infl ux of 
visitors, we will prepare thoroughly for the 

expected arrivals of guests to our resort. 
We will operate under strict health and 
safety conditions in compliance with the 
COVID-19 regulations in order to safeguard 
both our staff  and guests. 

“It is important to note that we are still 
on Lockdown, Alert Level 1. As such, we 
are still required to comply fully with the 
set regulations, which states that guests will 

be required to wear their face masks at all 
times, maintain social distance and sanitize 
their hands regularly. Those intending to 
visit our resort are encouraged to make 
prior bookings on +27 13 963 8300 or 
info@zithabiseni.co.za “We look forward 
to welcoming you back to our resort so that 
you can enjoy what is on off er and witness 
the newly refurbished chalets. We appeal 

to our guests to always be safe and comply 
with the health and safety protocols that 
have been put in place. 

“All our day visitors must note that we 
will be following the regulations on the 
numbers for admitting our patrons and the 
numbers will be controlled from time to 
time. The safety of our guests and staff  is 
important to us,” concluded Mtsweni. 
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Telkom partners with SABC to launch TelkomONE

SANRAL hosts 
stakeholders 
in Delmas

JOHANNESBURG - South Africa’s 
leading telecommunications company, 
Telkom, and the South African Broadcasting 
Corporation (SABC) announced a 
partnership to launch a new streaming 
channel, TelkomONE.

It was launched on 9 November.
The mobile operator channel will house 

the public broadcaster’s free-to-air radio and 
TV channels.   

The fi ve-year partnership, a fi rst-of-its 
kind digital carriage agreement for the 
SABC, will showcase South Africa’s most-
watched TV programmes and most listened 

DELMAS - The South African 
National Road Agency (SANRAL) 
is embarking on its fl agship: “Taking 
SANRAL to the people” stakeholder 
engagement sessions across South 
Africa. 

SANRAL hosted stakeholders in 
the Victor Khanye Local Municipality 
on 27 October 2020, to provide a 
comprehensive view of its operations in 
the municipality.

This session was held under the 
theme: Transforming the Victor Khanye 
Municipality economy, one kilometre 
at a time.

As part of its response to deliver 
on the long-term vision of a national 
transport system that delivers a better 
South Africa for all, SANRAL used 
this opportunity to foster dialogue 
with SMMEs, traditional authorities, 
community members and civil society.

This engagement coincides with 
the government’s priority to stimulate 
growth and drive job creation through 
the implementation of infrastructure 
development initiatives which are 
centred around localisation and 
development of the local small, micro, 
and medium enterprises (SMMEs). 

This will happen through 
programmes that foster the 
creation of jobs, the strengthening 
of empowerment, including the 
participation of vulnerable groups and 
further strengthening of the role of 
women, people with disabilities and the 
youth across the economy.

Taking Sanral to Victor Khanye 
highlighted upcoming projects that the 
community and local businesses can 
take advantage of. 

“This eff ort by SANRAL will 
promote growth, mobilise investment, 
create jobs, and empower citizens with 
skills. This speaks to the SANRAL 
Stakeholder pillar which makes it 
possible for SANRAL to deliver the 
business of managing and operating 
the national road network within the 
framework of government policy 
while including local businesses 
and communities at the same time,” 
said Madoda Mthembu, SANRAL’s 
Operations and Maintenance Manager.  

Unpacking key projects to SMMEs 
and local communities SANRAL 
Project Manager, Fulufhelo Luruli said 
that there are three main conventional 
projects and one maintenance project 
planned for Victor Khanye Local 
Municipality that the community and 
local businesses would benefi t from. 
These are:

• The repairs of various structures on 
national route N12 between Gillooly’s 
Interchange and Delmas Interchange 
(SANRAL N.012-159-2017/1&2)

• The repair and resurfacing of 
national route N12 section 20 between 
Delmas and Petroport (SANRAL 
N.012-200-2019/1)

• The repair and resurfacing of 
national route N12 section 20 between 
from Petroport to Ogies (SANRAL 
N.012-200-2019/2)

• Routine road maintenance of 
national route N12, R555, R573 
(SANRAL X.002-105-2019/1).

“The fi rst project (SANRAL N.012-
159-2017/1&2) includes the repair of 9 
bridges. 

For the second and the third projects, 
the following scope of work will be 
covered: asphalt overlay, concrete 
pavement repair, pre-treatment of the 
existing road, traffi  c accommodation, 
drainage, structures improvements, road 
furniture (road signs, guardrails), and 
road markings,” said Fulufhelo.

The project duration is expected to 
take over a span of 10 to 15 months, the 
tenders are still under evaluation phase 
and are projected to start in 2022.

to radio platforms, on one online platform. 
TelkomONE will stream live SABC’s 

television channels 1, 2, Sport and 
Education as well as all 19 SABC radio 
stations. 

Sipho Maseko, Telkom’s Group Chief 
Executive Offi  cer, commented: “We are 
excited about the opportunity to provide 
South Africans with free access to watch 
their favourite SABC content, online, when 
and wherever they want.”

Maseko further commented: “TelkomONE 
will make it possible for subscribers to 
pause, go back into the programme guide 
(time-shift) and instantly watch a scheduled 
TV show they may have missed. Telkom is 
making digital TV functionality available to 
all.”

Maseko concluded that the mobile-
friendly TelkomONE will include a plethora 
of other content over and above the SABC 
channels, such as comedy, lifestyle content 
and music for youth and others on-the-go. 

Highlights to look forward to include 
local short fi lms and new productions such 
as Thesha – a visual trip into modern-day 
South African youth culture, experienced 
through the lives of two teenage friends 
and Hashtag – a fun, energetic, lighthearted 
family-friendly talk show hosted by Sophie 
Lichaba, Mantsoe Tsatsi, Jarred Doyle and 
Francois Louw.

Madoda Mxakwe, the SABC Group Chief 
Executive Offi  cer, said: “Telkom was a 
natural partner with whom to build a new 
platform for developing and disseminating 
South African content. 

The partnership is signifi cant in ensuring 
that our content, in all its formats, reaches 
consumers everywhere at anytime.

“The SABC has a wealth of content – both 

acquired and produced by local talent – that 
we broadcast on our free-to-air channels. 

Through the new streaming channel, we 
will further promote universal access to 
popular SABC content for audiences and 
customers, in an aff ordable manner and with 
ease of access on mobile. 

“We will also create added opportunities 
for our talented local producers to showcase 
more of their work on a platform on which 
content can live longer than on traditional 
media platforms. 

The TelkomOne partnership is part of 
the SABC’s overall strategy of becoming a 
competitive multichannel and multiplatform 
public content provider.” 

The SABC will provide its content 
to Telkom on a non-exclusive basis. In 
exchange, the SABC will receive a carriage 
licence fee as well as share in the advertising 
revenue generated on the TelkomONE 
platform.

Customers can browse the catalogue 
and register for free to access our on-the-
house content that has a mixture of news, 
inspiration and entertainment channels 
(SABC audio and TV channels, Africa 
News, France 24, Hope Channel, SBN etc.) 
or subscribe to any of our AMP subscription 
packages that include music, short fi lms, TV 
series plus the free content by default upon 
registration. (Some of the content includes 
Viva Nation TV, Stingray etc.)

Download the app on your favourite 
Android or IOS app store and enjoy or on 
your desktop www.telkomone.tv and enjoy 
endless entertainment on TelkomOne.

 For more information on TelkomOne, 
visit www.telkomone.tv, follow Telkom on 
Twitter and Facebook @TelkomZA 

#TelkomONE and  #TelkomONEMonate

JOHANNESBURG - Gijima and 
T-Systems South Africa (TSSA) are pleased 
to announce that Gijima has acquired the 
business of TSSA. 

The transaction is pending Competition 
Commission approval. 

TSSA, owned by T-Systems International, 
the IT services arm of German-based 
Deutsche Telekom, has been providing 
ICT networks, applications and systems to 
South African companies for over 20 years. 
This transaction is the result of T-Systems 
International’s strategic review of its global 
portfolio and its decision to refocus on its 
core markets in Europe and the Americas. 

The transaction will enable Gijima to have 
access to international IP, expertise and best 
practices, whilst ensuring Gijima’s current 
and new acquired clients receive top drawer 
innovation, best in class service delivery, 
business effi  ciencies, security know-how, 
and lastly securing numerous jobs from the 
impact of COVID-19. 

The acquisition of TSSA comes after 
a successful turnaround strategy for 
Gijima which focused on implementing 
an organic growth strategy to enhance 
its value off erings by working with new 
clients, highly skilled staff  members, and 
strengthening its partnership with global 
OEM’s, IT systems and solutions. 

Gijima acquires T-Systems South Africa
Gijima, a proudly 100% black-

owned South African Information and 
Communications Technology (ICT) 
company, with Level 1 AAA+ B-BBEE 
status, will also acquire TSSA Cybersecurity 
Security Operations Centre (SOC) and staff  
certifi cates allowing access to a wider reach 
of companies. 

Gijima Group Chief Executive, Maphum 
Nxumalo said: “We are proud of the growth 
of our business. The transaction is in line 
with our strategy of servicing our customers 
in the new digital era. Our main focus 
remains the organic growth of Gijima, 
through working closely with our existing 
clients by continuously being innovative and 
increasing effi  ciencies.” 

Gijima remains open and keen to make 
further strategic acquisitions that will 
enhance its value proposition. The signing 
of this value-enhancing and strategic deal 
will result in an even more competitive 
and innovative ICT off ering in a rapidly 
consolidating market. 

Gijima will now own a Tier 3-level Data 
Centre which provides it with improved 
quality infrastructure to create other 
economic opportunities and expand its 
portfolio of services to new markets and 
clients such as retail, manufacturing, private 
healthcare and automotive. 

“Gijima is a good fi t as a new local owner 
of the TSSA business. This transaction will 
see two Level 1 BEE leaders, with long ICT 
heritage in South Africa, coming together 
for the mutual benefi t of customers,” said 
T-Systems South Africa Managing Director, 
Dr. Rajan Padayachee. 

Gijima and T-Systems have a successful 
track record of seamlessly transitioning 
clients and staff  members. 47 Landmarks 
Avenue Kosmosdal, Samrand (+27) 
010 449 5000 gijima.com info@gijima.
com Directors: R.W. Gumede (Executive 
Chairman), M.M. Nxumalo (Group Chief 
Executive Offi  cer), G.E. Röth (Chief 
Financial Offi  cer), J.R. Gumede*, Dr. 
M.H.R. Bussin*, A.H. Trikamjee*1, 
D. van der Walt*, S.V. Zilwa*. Gijima 
Holdings (Proprietary) Limited, Reg No: 
1998/021835/07 * Non-executive Director 
| 1 Lead Non-executive Director - Upon the 
acquisition approval from the Competition 
Commission and in accordance with 
applicable legislation, highly skilled staff  
members from T-Systems will join the 
2600 existing Gijima family. With 40% 
of Gijima executive members including 
CEO, Maphum Nxumalo previously having 
worked at TSSA, both companies are 
confi dent that new clients and staff  members 
will be in good, trusted and sturdy hands. 
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Zama Khumalo, Brandon Dhludhlu and 
Mr Music are in the Top 3. Their fans have 
cast their votes to determine who will be in 
the fi nale. 

Mpumalanga’s two hopefuls, Zama 
and Brandon’s journeys date back to the 
auditions when they made it to Theatre 
Week, later secured their spots in the Top 16 
and they are gunning to be in the fi nale. 

On Sunday the three contestants including 
Mr Music gave a triple dose of performances 
with gospel classics, songs by their own 
Idols, and amapiano hits. 

Barberton’s Brandon was paired with 
Benjamin Dube singing El-Shaddai Adonai  
and later performed Miguel’s Adorn. Zama’s 
duet with Ntokozo Mbambo was declared 
her best performance by one of the judges, 
Randall Abrahams. 

The second song, Empini’ by Kelly 
Khumalo, also got a thumbs up from the 
judges with Somizi mentioning that she was 
certainly securing her spot in the fi nale.

Both Zama and Brandon have people 
rallying behind them through their Idols 
journey. 

Busi Maseko who started Brandon’s 
campaign simply because she loves music 

and  said she believes in him. 
“He attempted idols twice and was never 

successful, however, he managed to make 
it this time. We’re really rooting for him 
and as he moved from one stage to another 
of the competition there’s been a lot of 
support. 

Even though we had no sponsorship, it 
was diffi  cult to go watch him at the State 
Theatre due to limited resources. It’s only 
God’s grace that he has reached this stage of 
the competition.”

She said they are going an extra mile by 
campaigning vigorously on social media and 
by voting. 

“We even went to shopping malls trying 
to get the word out there. We’re proud of 
him and he must know that he did very well 
and made this province proud,” said Busi. 
Team Zama also expressed their gratitude to 
her fans. 

Question lies, will it be Mr Music? Or 
will we witness yet another Mpumalanga 
tie? 

To vote for Zama SMS Number 4 to 
34700. 

To vote for Brandon SMS Number 01 to 
34700.

SA Idols: Is the title 
headed to MP or KZN?
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BANELE SHABANGU 
QUALIFIES FOR TOKYO

If you’re not convinced that the likes of 
Banele Shabangu are great exports of

Mpumalanga to the world, then surely 
there must be a conversation that we 
need to engage in.

She’s jetting off  to Tokyo to participate 
with the best and we believe she’ll put the 
province on the map. I think we should be 
proud that one of our own is heading for 
greater things and more.

This shows that our sports in the 
province has great potential. We want 
to see more exports who will compete 
on a national and international level. 
It is possible and if we set the bar for 
ourselves, then all is well.

However, it’s not the fi rst time that 
Mpumalanga is trending for the right 
seasons, last year four of our rugby 
players in the Springboks lifted the World 
Cup trophy in Japan with Captain Siya 
Kolisi, the very country that Shabangu 
is heading to. I’m not certain if there’s a 
coincidence of some kind, but whatever it 
is I love it.

We can compete and we’re boasting 
because we’ve got a lot to show for it. The

future is bright and with the right 
development, our athletes are heading for 
success and nothing can stop them.

Let’s invest in our communities and 
change lives bringing about change 
through sports. Even in the deep rural 
areas requires a lot of attention and 
there’s a gold mine of talent.

Our next big star resides within our 
communities and could be your neighbour, 
a classmate at school or someone who 
just lives down the road. 

Therefore, let’s support each other and 
make Mpumalanga great! 

By the way, this is our last edition 
for the year. I wish everyone a happy 
festive season. Let’s keep safe and make 
through to 2021 in one piece. We know 
that many tragedies happen during this 
time. There’s also Covid-19 which is still 
far from over. 

We’re fi ghting not to have a second 
wave. Therefore, it’s still important 
to practice social distancing and 
continuously sanitise our hands. There’ll 
also be a lot of gatherings because it’s 
time where families get together after a 
very diffi  cult year. 

Let’s all be safe and wish everyone a 
happy Christmas and New Year. See you 
in 2021.

SPORTMIRROR
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competitions. She realised that she was 
fast as lightning when she was awarded a 
scholarship in Gauteng.

“Growing up, I was the only runner 
out of fi ve siblings and I’m the last born. 
I was the child that got an opportunity 
to pursue my dreams and a strong 
support base. I really loved running and 
found myself participating in various 
competitions and started acquiring 
accolades. 

“I’ve never been coached by anyone 
but my mother. She used to take me as 
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scholarship in Gauteng.
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out of fi ve siblings and I’m the last born. 
I was the child that got an opportunity 
to pursue my dreams and a strong 
support base. I really loved running and 
found myself participating in various 
competitions and started acquiring 
accolades. 

“I’ve never been coached by anyone 
but my mother. She used to take me as 

A local athlete has placed the province 
on the map who sprinted her way to the 
world’s top competitions.

Sprinter, Banele Shabangu has 
qualifi ed for the 100m relay in Tokyo’s 
Summer Olympics scheduled to take 
place from July 23 to August 8, 2021. 
She also qualifi ed for the Junior World’s 
Championship in Nairobi for the 100m 
and 200m relay. Both competitions are 
four days apart and she will jet off  to 
Kenya after landing in the country. 

The Grade 11 Prestige College 
learner, says she’s thrilled for the 
experience and aims to clinch the titles. 
“I’m quite excited about my recent 
achievements. I’m the only junior 
athlete that will compete with seniors 
in Tokyo. That, on its own, is just 
mind-blowing. I’ll have to manage my 
training due to the competitions’ dates. 
I’ll have more time to train because 
I would be running anyway. When I 
return to the country, I’ll use the little 
time to recuperate and prepare for the 
Junior World Championships,” said 
Shabangu. 

She recalls that she’s always been 
a runner from a tender age. Her name 
was always at the top of the list in 

far as Secunda for competitions. Then 
I knew that I was heading in the right 
direction. Little did I know that my life 
will change a few years ago when I was 
still at Hoerskool Barberton. 

“When I was scouted, I was not even 
aware. All I knew was just a girl running 
in the area. I was shocked when my 
parents got a call that they wanted to 
enrol me. My father was a bit sceptical 
about it all, but I told him that this 
was a lifetime opportunity and great 
things only come once. I grabbed the 
opportunity and I’ve been excelling 
since.” 

She admits that she was nervous when 
she arrived in Gauteng because some 
of the athletes are from there. However, 
when she was recognised last year, 
she knew that she was heading for top 
honours and to fulfi l her long-life dream. 
In the next fi ve years, she sees herself as 
a top athlete studying abroad. 

Banele shares fi ve tips of keeping 
fi t during summer:

1. Exercise at least six times a week.
2. Nurse your body. 
3. Eat healthy foods. 
4. Drink two litres of water a day. 
5. Rest the body.


