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ELECTRICITY 
TARIFFS HIKE 

MBOMBELA - Municipalities were 
recently rebuked by the Minister of 
Mineral Resources and Energy, Gwede 
Mantashe for the unequal electricity 
tariffs sold at municipalities than that 
sold directly from Eskom.

This was during his recent visit to 
the province where he pointed that 
with the 14.59% tariff increase last 
month, most consumers cannot afford 
to buy electricity. Mantashe said for 
some residents, especially in rural 
areas, electricity is not affordable 
beyond using lights only. 

“Provinces have to tackle the matter 
because electricity is an administered 
price under the full control of the 
State. Eskom must not just decide to 
make exorbitant increases because 
this results in low demand and a high 
price. 

“Municipalities want to use 
electricity tariffs to generate income, 
however, a debate on the tariffs of both 
Eskom and the municipalities, still 
needs to take place,” said Mantashe.

He related a scenario of when he 
bought electricity vouchers from 
Eskom back at his Eatern Cape home, 
where he received 71 units and 48 
comparatively from the municipality 
for R100 in Mthatha. 

He argued the difference in units tells 
one that the matter must be resolved 
within provinces. 

“These are voters suffering who 
continue going to those ballot boxes to 
cast their votes. Therefore, they must 
be served accordingly,” he said.

Mpumalanga Mirror spoke to some 
residents, most admitted that the 
increase has hit them hard, considering 
the loss of employment and income 
during the past year. Mpumi Mbethe 

and Kulani 
Mavunda said 
they spend 
between R600 
to R1000 
monthly. 
Boiphelo 
Moseneke 
said the cost of 
living is high, 
stating that 
the amount 
she spends on 
electricity has 
doubled. 

“I used to buy 
R300 electricity, 
which lasted, 
but now I spend 
R600.” 
Another 

resident, Moses 
Ndlovu spends R3 000 monthly. 

“This amount excludes the powering 
fee for my electric fence which costs 

an extra amount and to think the units 
are now less,” he said.

For business owners like Prince 
Trump, fear creeps in month-end when 
statements are issued out.

”The most I have paid for electricity 
is R1 000 in one month. With the tariff 
increase, I do not doubt that I should 
expect to pay more because I operate 
seven days a week. It is going to be a 
tough road ahead,” said the barber. 

Gugu Shabalala, who managed an 
upholstery workshop in Ermelo, said 
he used to spend up to R1 500 a month, 
depending on how much electricity the 
workshop used. 

“The more work we have, the higher 
our bill. It is expensive, hence I decided 
to let go of the workshop last year. I 
am now the middleman and handle 
the marketing side of the business 
while the suppliers have taken over the 
business.”

Msukaligwa Local Municipality 
spokesperson, Mandla Zwane 
explained that factors that were 
considered when tariffs were increased 
in line with the Municipal Financial 
Management Act (MFMA.) This 
included Consumer Price Index 
Excluding Mortgage Costs (CPIX) 
which is around 3.3%. The growth 
in service provision and the 2-4,5% 
increase in salaries, justify the 
difference in units from Eskom and the 
municipality.

“It must be noted that the 
municipality uses one tariff structure 
whether online, vendors or municipal 
offices. However, the municipality is 

implementing Incline Block tariffs 
for its consumers. This means pre-
payment and post-payment customers 
will have the same block tariffs and 
pay the same electricity price.

“Incline Block Tariffs divide the 
electricity price into four blocks. The 
first block of electricity is at the lowest 
price. 

“As the customer purchases more 
electricity during the month, the 

electricity bought will eventually 
fall in block two, three or four 
which is a bit more expensive. 
This process repeats automatically 
as the customer purchases further 
electricity to move into block two, 
three or four,

“At the end of the month, the 
history is reset and the customer will 
again start on the 1st of the month 
from block 1. The process to move 
from one block to the next is automatic 
and depends only on the amount of 
electricity that is acquired by the 
customer. 

“The movement to the next block 
is not at all affected whether the 
purchases are spread over many 
transactions or if all the electricity is 
part of one transaction,” said Zwane. 

At the time of going to print, other 
municipalities had not responded 
to the media inquiry sent by this 
publication.

Meanwhile, Middelburg residents 
took to the streets last week and 
protested against tariff increases by the 
Steve Tshwete Local Municipality and 
the removal of non-qualifying people 
from the register of indigents list. 

Following consultations with the 
community and stakeholders regarding 
municipal accounts, the council 
resolved that residents be allowed to 
buy electricity for the next 30 days 
even if their municipal accounts are  
in arrears.

BLEED THE COMMUNITY
JABULANE KHUMALO AND 

YOLISWA KHUMALO

These are voters suffering who 
continue going to those ballot boxes 
to cast their votes. Therefore, they 
must be served accordingly
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MIDDELBURG – District Executive 
Mayor, Thembi Sarah Masilela, 67, is alleged 
to have colluded with her accomplices and 
allegedly defrauded the municipality of 
approximately R215 730.

She was subsequently arrested with her 
eight co-accused by Members of the Hawks 
Serious Commercial Investigation for alleged 
fraud. They have already appeared in the 

Middelburg Magistrate’s Court on Monday 23 
August, 202.

The accomplices are Gigimani Swartboy 
Sindane (59), the Secretary of the 
Ndzundaza Mabhoko Traditional Council, 
Tebogo Nkamide Matiwane (50) the 
General Manager of Social Development 
within Nkangala District Municipality, 
Thembi Ndlovu (50) Co-ordinator for Social 
Services, Given Sipho Jele (33), his company 
Somziloyi Business Enterprise, Simon Prince 
Musiza (33), his company Zenzazona PTY 
Ltd, Vincent Jabu Sibiya (39), his company 
Megaworks Trading Enterprise, Elvis Sifiso 
Ntuli (36), his company Ngibongaimpilo 
PTY LTD and Thabo Wiseman Ntuli and 

his company Ngezabanqobi Supply Trading 
and Enterprises were all charged for theft, 
forgery and contravening the Public Finance 
Management Act (PMFA).

It transpired that the idea for the event, 
which was part of the Heritage Day 
celebrations, came to be when the office of 
the Mayor received an invitation from the 
Ndzundzu Mabuza Tribal Council requesting 
sponsorship from the municipality for the 
event to take place on 28 September 2019. 

But just over a year later, on 28 October 
2020, Khumalo Masondo Attorneys Inc. were 
called to investigate the allegations of irregular 
expenditure and misconduct committed by 
senior management of the municipality. 

This investigation involved the financial 
amount of irregular expenditure during the 
Ndzundzu Mabuza Heritage Celebration, as 
well as the South African Municipal Sports 
and Recreation Association (SAMSRA) 
games to be held in Durban.

Masilela appeared in the Middelburg 
Magistrate’s Court with eight co-accused 
who she allegedly colluded with and ensured 
that fraudulent documents were processed 
for payments for services which were never 
rendered.

The accused were granted R10 000 bail 
each and the case was postponed to 10 
September 2021 for it to be transferred to the 
Serious Commercial Crime Court.

LONG ARM OF THE LAW NABS 
MAYOR AND ACCOMPLICES
Nkangala District Mayor and eight co-accused appeared in court for fraud

Nkangala District 
Executive Mayor, 
Sarah Masilela.

Thabo Wiseman 
Ntuli, company 
owner.

Vincent Jabu 
Sibiya, company 
owner.

Thembi Ndlovu, 
Co-ordinator for 
Social Services.

Elvis Sifiso Ntuli, 
company owner.

Gigimani Swartboy 
Sindane, Secretary 
of the Ndzundza 
Mabhoko 
Traditional Council.

Given Sipho Jele, 
company owner.

Simon Prince 
Musiza, company 
owner.

Tebogo Nkamide 
Matiwane, 
General Manager 
of Social 
Development.

MANZANA – More than 346 women 
have had their economic status boosted 
as they will be major contributors to food 
security for the local and international 
market.

This was realised on Saturday 28 
August when the Agriculture Food Basket 
Initiative was officially launched by 
Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane in 
conjunction with the MEC for agriculture, 
rural development, land and environmental 
affairs (DARDLEA), Mandla Msibi at 
two farms – first at the Mantsholo Tribal 
Authority, where vast hectares of land 
were donated to start the lucrative food 
gardens for the local community.

The second farm, situated in Inkalane 
CPA Site in Manzana. They were 
launched under the theme: Every space 
is Phezukomkhono Mlimi site: Turning 
Mpumalanga Green.

Mtshweni-Tsipane said: “This is an 
initiative that is aimed at benefitting 
the communities of Mpumalanga., in 
particular, in rural areas. The initiative will 
work out in four phases, this is the first 
phase that we’ve launched.

“Beneficiaries at this point in time, 
are 346. There are also others who will 
come in to assist, who number at about 
880. There are projections in terms of the 
net income that will be accrued out of 
this initiative. Almost 80 percent will go 
to the beneficiaries because they are the 
ones working the land together with the 
department of agriculture to ensure that as 
a province, we contribute immensely to 
food security.

“We are happy with the progress thus 
far. The pandemic has affected us heavily 
as a province. We gauged our strengths 
and weaknesses. Looking at the mining 
sector, there’s little that can be done to 
resuscitate that industry, it will take a long 
time to get it back to normal, whereas, 
land is made available,” she stated.

Is there a ready market for the variety of 
food products that will be produced from 
the initiatives?

“Of course, there is a ready market, 
as we speak, the government is running 
the school nutrition program which are 
jointly run by the departments of health 
and education. We’ve already made 
consultations on the needs for the school 
nutrition. They will plant according to the 
needs identified by the departments. 

“There are also dry needs that have been 
identified, too. We’re looking at obtaining 
those around Steve Tshwete Local 
Municipality. Vegetables it will be Chief 
Albert Luthuli Local Municipality. All that 
remains is that we ensure that we sustain 
this project so that we don’t run short of 
stock,” she added.

Are there any chances that we’ll see 
other areas benefitting from this project?

“There will be other places that will be 
benefitting, as we speak, we’ve started in 
Emalahleni. 

“We have worked on a 12-hectare 
land that was made available. We will be 
launching on Monday 30 August. Work is 
already underway there.

“Around Ehlanzeni District 
Municipality, there are pockets of land that 
we have already identified, where we will 
be putting up citrus trees. We will tap up 
on other products we can produce out of 
that initiative.

“We’ve diligently assessed the land and 

soil in Chief Albert Luthuli, Ehlanzeni and 
Emalahleni and we know exactly what it 
can produce for us,” she further added.

Will all the products produced from 
these different initiatives contribute to 
stocking up the Mpumalanga International 
Fresh Produce Market when it’s been 
completed?

‘The ultimate aim is to make sure that 
over and above the nutritional programme 
that we have, as we embark on completing 
the internal fresh produce market, 
ultimately, these initiatives must be the 
feeders of that international market.

“So that’s how we want to see the 
value chain market to work. As August is 
woman’s Month, we make sure that we 
want women to benefit out of this project. 
The women that I’m talking about are the 
346 I mentioned earlier, are all women, 
young and old.

“They are the ones who are working 
the land as you can clearly see. Same 
applies to Nkangala District because in 
the main, when you empower women, you 
empower the nation. Therefore, we know 
that families will not go to bed on empty 
stomach, as long as we continue working 
on this programme and making a success 
out of it.

“This is an initiative that will not only 
require them to harvest for their families, 
but there’ll be a vast economic return to 
sustain their families and ensure they give 
their children decent education. That’s 
our concentration at this point in time. 
We want to empower women and develop 
them to not only be subsistent farmers, but 
commercial farmers,” she concluded.

The launch was also graced by the 
Deputy Minister of Water and Sanitation, 
David Mahlobo, MEC for culture, sport 
and recreation, Thandi Shongwe, MEC for 
Cooperative Governance and Traditional 
Affairs (Cogta), Busi Shiba, chairperson 
for the House of Traditional Leaders, Chief 
Sandile Ngomane and the leadership of 
Chief Albert Luthuli Local Municiplity.  

Women liberated with land deals to boost food security
BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane and 
MEC for DARDLEA, Mandla Msibi planting 
the seedlings during the launch.
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BUSHBUCKRIDGE – Dynamites 
come in small packages, a phrase that 
best describes new sensation in the 
music industry, fondly dubbed: Milly 
Landaba whose here to conquer and rule 
the airwaves with her inspiring very hot 
five-track album, Milly Ep. 

She’s an outright scholar furthering 
her studies through Tshwane University 
of Technology, best known as TUT in 
tourism studies – hence as a musician of 
note herself, she’ll be able to promote 
tourism in the province and beyond, 
whilst at the same time entertaining her 
guests all at once.

At STE Music and Presel Productions 
in the capital city, I encountered a 
bespectacled Milly Landaba, who, in 
her true nature, resembles a somewhat 
shyish character, yet when she opens up 
about herself, she glows from behind 
those spectacled character.

She’s rightfully Millicent 
Reneilwe Shilenge, originally from 
Bushbuckridge, but currently based in 
Mbombela. She goes by the nickname, 
Milly Landaba, her rightful stage 
name. that’s how you’d professionally 
introduce the lady herself and yes, she’d 
be ready to share her two favourite 
things: her musical journey and 
destiny, and her love for womanity and 
excellence. 

MUSICALLY, WHAT’S YOUR 
INCLINATION ON IT?

“I got hooked in music at a very young 
age, 13, in the church choir as a backing 
singer. I was taken from backing singer 
to a lead singer. At 16, I started doing 
gigs outside of the church where I used 
to perform jazz music and other genres, 
apart from gospel.

“That’s when I started embarking on 
paying gigs and that’s really when I 
realized that I want to take this musical 
journey very far,” she said.

WAS THAT DONE WITHIN THE 
CONFINES OF BUSHBUCKRIDGE 
ONLY?

“Actually, from the age of 13 to 
16, yes it was within the confines of 
Bushbuckridge. Thereafter, at 21 I 
moved to Mbombela where I started 
doing gigs on different genres of music 

and that’s actually when I started going 
into the studio to record some of my 
music.

“In 2016 I started with a song, 
Ubuhle Bendalo, that was a song about 
embracing the beauty of a woman. The 
passion of writing songs about inspiring 
women actually started there. I was 
basically speaking about women and 
encouraging them to victors in whatever 
they’re doing and being proud of 
themselves.’

WHY WERE YOU SO MUCH 
CONCERNED ABOUT WOMEN?

“Yes I was because I was raised by a 
very strong woman. Through my mother, 
I learnt a lot of things which groomed 
me to be strong, hence I always wanted 
to do something for her. There was a 
song I wrote for her which describes her 
better.

“From writing that song for my 
mother, I was inspired to write more 
songs about women because I realized 
how important women are. The title of 
that song was Womandla, which denoted 
women power.

“My mother is a prayerful woman 
and I needed something to describe her 
in full. So now I got inspired songs for 
young girls to inspire them to continue 
the struggle to emancipate women in 
general.”

YOUR MISSION TO EMANCIPATE 
WOMEN AND MUSIC, IS IT A 
CONTINUOUS JOURNEY?

“Of course, it’s a continuous journey. 
It’s because as much as I wrote songs 
before, not only was I singing, but I tried 
to inspire the girls around to listen to my 
songs because this is a journey I yearned 
to do side by side with my music.

“I want to be identified as that woman 
who carried along the plight of other 
women in everything that I do.”

AS AN INSPIRER, TELL ME ABOUT 
YOUR LIFE 

“Milly Landaba is a person that 
believes in growth. I believe I’m a 
person that still needs to learn a lot 
about life. I believe in empowering 
myself because I’m also studying at the 
moment. I believe in empowering myself 
with education and music, too.

“I believe in empowering myself from 
learning from others, too. So, not only 
am I planning to just study or sing, I also 
wish to have campaigns in the future, not 
political, but that will always contribute 
to the growth of a young woman.

“I realize that the society that we live 
in there’s a lot of abuse and there’s a 
lot of things that actually affect women. 
So, my goal is still to raise those young 
women whom I inspired. I’m still willing 
to learn from other people that have gone 
before me, to actually know where to go 
from here.

“My life defined, is a person learning 
and still willing to empower others, too. I 
can define my life right now to empower, 
to empower others and continue learning 
from others, as well.”

COLLABORATIONS, MUSICALLY, 
HAVE YOU DONE ANY?

“After partnering with STE she got the 
opportunity to perform at the Africa-
USA Unity Event that was hosted in 
America where I was recognised by 
Felicia Mabuza-Shuttle as a promising 
prospect for the music industry in South 
Africa.

“I’m currently working with Mam 
Pretty Mhlongo who is always a good 
example for us in Mpumalanga, I just 
don’t give up. I’m also planning to work 
with more powerful women in future 
in the music industry whom I can also 

collaborate with in other projects.”

MUSICALLY, CURRENTLY YOU 
HAVE A PROJECT GOING, TAKE 
US THROUGH IT

“The project is simply entitled, Milly 
Ep, it’s a compilation of the songs that 
I’ve written. My music promotes love 
and empowerment. This Milly Ep is a 
compilation of songs that encourage 
people to love each other.

“It’s five songs that have been 
released. So far, people have received 
them very well and I’m so hoping to 
get people to know me more through 
music.”

WHAT’S YOUR FUTURE IN MUSIC?
“I want to write more songs, 

collaborate more, learn a lot about the 
industry. Selby Mhlongo is my producer, 
my mentor and coach. We recorded the 
Milly Ep here and he’s been involved 
in my musical projects for a quite while 
now.

“He’s the one who has grown my 
music and he’s one of the strong people 
in my corner, but I look up to him also 
for guidance in the music industry. He 
produces and also writes some of the 
songs.”

HOW WOULD YOU ADVISE YOUR 
PEERS?

“I think the most important thing is 
to discover your dream as I did. I have 
written music, shared my experiences 
with the world. What keeps me going, 
is this dream that I have. Right now, 
with Covid-19, it seems the future of 
musicians is a bit flimsy at the moment, 
young people need to have a dream 
because if you have a dream, you do 
everything in your power to just see that 
dream comes true.

“If you have a dream, it’s easier to 
hold on to it, although it’s, but if that 
dream is big, it’s easier for you to push 
it and move on despite the hurdles along 
the way. Patience as well, be willing to 
learn that much as you have a dream, it 
won’t come about within a day, there’s 
a lot of work to put in before you reach 
your goal.”

HOW FAR ARE YOU WITH YOUR 
STUDIES?

“Right now I’m busy with my 
Master’s in tourism management. I 
think tourism and music, compliment 
each other. As a person who travels 
a lot, t’s vitally important to know 
what’s happening wherever I go. I’ll be 
knowing what to expect everywhere.

“Music as much it’s a passion for me, 
music for young people, the must know 
that it’s a business as well. It’s important 
to learn the business side of it, so that we 
know what we’re getting ourselves into. 
So that’s what is inspiring me now even 
to study and still do music because at the 
end of the day, I’ve got something that 
I can do, not only sing, but making an 
income in what I’m doing.”

WHAT’S YOUR FINAL MESSAGE TO 
OTHER WOMEN DURING WOMEN’S 
MONTH?

  “Happy Women’s Month, always 
remember your worth as a woman and 
that you are powerful. Always remember 
that this world wouldn’t be without a 
woman. So, carry that with your crown 
always embraced and praise yourself.’

You can download “Milly Ep” 
and catch up with her on 
Instagram: millylandaba_rsa 
Twitter: Milly LaNdaba_RSA 
Facebook page: Milly laNdaba 
Youtube: Milly LaNdaba

MILLY LANDABA RESONATES 
THE BEAUTY OF NATURE

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

VERENA - Two decades ago, Sphiwe Ntuli 
ventured into cattle and vegetable farming and 
has not looked back. 

Ntuli, 40, says she has always been 
passionate about agriculture and after she won 
the Female Entrepreneur Awards in the youth 
category, she pursued her studies until she 
obtained her Masters Degree in Agricultural 
Studies. 

Her business, Marumo Brahman Farming, 
operates on leased land where cattle are bred 
and raised for resale to commercial farmers 
and in the Nkangala region. 

She shared her inspirational journey with 
Mpumalanga Mirror and how agriculture 
played a role shaping her future. 

HOW DID YOU GET INTO FARMING?
Growing up back then and watching my 

father working around the farm developed my 
love for agriculture. When I told him I wanted 
to also start farming, he was very supportive 
from when I did my first agricultural course to 
even buying equipment for me. 

WHAT DO YOU DO ON THE FARM ON A 
DAY-TO-DAY BASIS? 

My day involves doing rounds on the farm 
to ensure that all is in order. I need to see if 
there is enough feed and supplements. Now 
that it is calving season, I must regularly 
check which cows are ready. I also plan with 
two of my employees on what needs to be 
done.

WHAT HAVE BEEN YOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
SO FAR?

Breaking the stereotype that women are 
not capable to succeed in male- dominated 
industries. I make mistakes, but I am proof 
that with the hard work, I’ve been putting in, I 
can make it even further. 

WHAT INSPIRES YOU?
The love I have for cattle and my ancestors. 

Being around the farm is something I look 
forward to daily because it’s one thing that 
gives me satisfaction knowing I contribute to 
food security. 

WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT BEING IN THE 
AGRICULTURE SECTOR?

That as an individual you need to position 
yourself, adapting to change, making a 
difference in the community. 

FROM YOUR PERSPECTIVE, WHAT 
IS IT THAT YOU WISH FOR YOUR 
COMMUNITY?

For the people to start thinking along the 
lines of being job creators and not seekers.

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE 
TO THE FUTURE GENERATION OF 
WOMEN WHO WISH TO VENTURE INTO 
AGRICULTURE?

To come up with innovative ideas which 
will, in turn, improve the socio-economic 
conditions of our rural communities. Looking 
at the current state of our country, promoting 
rural economy is the best way to go. 

Sphiwe’s life is focused 
on food security

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO
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NEW DIRECTOR - GENERAL, MEGA 
AND MTPA BOARD APPOINTED
MBOMBELA – There are new faces 

and old faces that are destined to put back 
on track the provincial government’s 
administration, including state-owned 

parastatals on a normal functioning mode.
This has resulted in the appointment 

of Mr Makhukhu Mampuru as Director-
General who is expected to resume 

official duties from September 1.  
Ms Dudu Mdluli has been appointed as 
Deputy Director General for Clinical 
Services in the Department of Health

However, the 
EXCO has endorsed 
the appointment of all 
the new appointees, 
who include both 
young and old 
candidates on  
17 August.

According 
spokesperson, George 
Mthethwa, “His 
appointment in this 
strategic position, 
is timely in light 
of the Provincial 
Government’s quest 
to steer the province 
towards an economic 
recovery and growth 
trajectory that create 
job opportunities 
and confront poverty 
levels aggressively. 

“His strong 
research, planning, 
monitoring 
and evaluation 
knowledge, as well as 
international relations 
experience puts him 
in good stead to 
achieve this mammoth 
task. In the same 
vein, however, the 
EXCO has approved 
the appointment of 
Ms Dudu Mdluli as 
the Deputy Director 
General for Clinical 
Services in the 
Department of Health. 

“She comes 
with a wealth of 
experience, skills 
and vast knowledge 
on Health Services in the Public Service 
was considered among the requirements 
for this critical position. Her appointment 
comes at the time when Mpumalanga’s 
fight against the COVID-19 pandemic is 
at an advanced stage.

“She is expected to provide the 
much needed capacity in the Provincial 
Department of Health in this phase of the 
province’s innoculation programme to 
achieve the herd immunity,” he stated.

The appointed members are: Mr Thabo 
Motau (Chairperson); Ms Dina Pule 
(Deputy Chairperson);  Ms Nombulelo 
Mkhumane; Mr Jabulani Mahlangu; Mr 
Melusi Masilela; Mr David Maimela; 
Mr Cyril Pule; Ms Elinacia Radebe; 
Ms Maria Mmatseleng; Ms Nokulunga 
Mashele. 

“EXCO views these appointments 
as a major step towards the Provincial 
Government’s quest to reposition the 
province as a preferred destination for 
international tourists. The members are 
expected to steer governance matters with 
a view to unlock opportunities presented 
by the location of the Kruger National 
Park in Mpumalanga, to reposition the 
tourism status of the province, amid 
the economic challenges posed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The members are 
appointed for a period of four years,” said 
Mthethwa.

They are: Mr Victor Mashego 
(Chairperson); Ms Salome Sithole  
(Deputy Chairperson); Dr Eric Khumalo; 
Mr William Lubisi; Ms Lungi Mlaba-Dludla; 
Ms Judith Nkosi; Ms Noxolo Oyiya;  
Mr Bernard Masipha; Mr Bethuel 
Sibanyoni and Ms Lindiwe Diphuthla.

Makhukhu Mampuru.

Dina Pule.

Dr Eric Khumalo.
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MBOMBELA – In order for women to 
participate freely in the economic development 
sphere, government must eradicate corruption 
at all costs.

Speaking at the Women’s Parliament on 
Thursday 26 August 2021, the provincial 
secretary of the ANC Women’s League, Lydia 
Moroane said; “We are pleading with the 
provincial government, to intensify its efforts 
in fighting corruption. We cannot have women 
who must access the economy, but they are 
pushed to follow the line of corruption.

“The economy must be accessed and free 
to all women. All relevant departments must 
intensify efforts to fight corruption so that 
access to the economy is realized,” she 
pointed out.

This is one of the outcomes expressed by one 
of the commissions during discussions of the 
Women’s Parliament on Thursday 26 August 
2021 under the theme: “Turning the COVID-19 
challenges into new opportunities, positioning 
women into a better socio-economic life.”

Presenting on her thermatic area, as 
mentioned above, Moroane said: “We welcome 
the presentation made by the Department of 
Economic Development and Tourism. Their 
presentation outlined the projects and programs 
that are implemented by the provincial 
government as part of the economic recovery 
plan and devastating effect of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

“The commission has further noted the 
economic stimulus packages adopted by both 
the national and provincial governments. The 
package in the main includes increased package 
for farming for small and medium cooperatives, 
investment in skills development, social 
enterprise development programme, livestock 
development, agro-processing and many 

other programmes. “We’ve also seen that the 
department has developed Agri-hubs, but it will 
be better for us to get more than that, wherein, 
they will be processing and that will lead to 
many women accessing jobs, as much as we 
know that Covid-19 has dealt with women 
losing jobs in many sectors. 

“The unemployment rate which was also 
indicated by the keynote address, Dr Reginah 

Mhaule earlier, about reducing the gap. In 
the commission we pointed out that currently 
it stands at 34.4% with a majority of those 
being women. We are pleading also with the 
education system to also assist with regards 
to graduates because we discovered in the 
commission that the systems does not prepare 
graduates, especially women, in particular, to 
take part in the mainstream economy.

“There are also frustrating red-tapes for the 
establishment and registration of businesses 
which we humbly request this commission 
that it must be taken off because a lot of things 
that are required and hinder women to register 
businesses, must be put aside.

“Access to land which remains a fundamental 
challenge for economic participation of 
women, that cannot be left out. We have been 
singing that Awubuye Lomhlaba, Umhlaba 
wethu siyawufuna, not only to perform or to 
do agriculture in terms of ploughing the land. 
We also want to venture in other spheres like 
having our own cattle breeding, goats, sheep, 
pigs, and be in a position to breed and sell. 

“We also want to have livestock solely 
owned by women in terms of the economy. The 
provincial government should continue with 
the implementation of the stimulus packages 
in order to mitigate the impact of Covid-19. 
It should also review the fiscal policies with a 
view of job creation and enabling women to 
participate in the economy.

“The Department of Basic Education should 
ensure that the curriculum is relevant to the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution. We also indicated 
that it’s unfair having malls with WiFi, but 
you don’t have schools that have WiFi. We 
are saying it must be relevant to have so that it 
assists learners so they are on par with today’s 
developments.

“Learners, especially in rural areas, don’t 
have access to WiFi and internet, but they are 

expected to do research. That’s why we said in 
the commission that the Department of Basic 
Education should ensure that the curriculum is 
relevant to their needs.

“The government should also pay attention 
to women in rural areas. The department of 
agriculture should conduct an audit of all the 
land and it should be given to women for 
farming purposes. The department of economic 
development and tourism should do away 
with the unnecessary red-tapes which make 
it difficult for women to participate in the 
economy. The department of public works, 
roads and transport should increase the intake 
of the unemployed graduates into its internship 
programmes. We are happy to report that as we 
reported that, the honourable MECs are here, 
they have responded on what they have done in 
their respective departments.

“It’s our plea as women of Mpumalanga that 
we can see that they are doing a lot to assist 
women, but we request that more should be 
done, we can see that women in Mpumalanga 
as a rural province, are struggling to make  
ends meet. 

“The department of economic development 
and tourism should conduct training which 
will facilitate the participation of women in the 
economy. Women should be encouraged to take 
part in information technology so that they are 
able to grab the opportunities presented by the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

“We also spoke of Parliament accelerating 
the Amendment of Section 25 of the 
Constitution. The last issue is we commended 
when we realised that women who received gas 
stoves and pots so that they can able to cook 
on the streets to ensure they thrive better, but 
we’re saying let that programme continue and 
other programmes that will assist women who 
have faced the brutality of Covid-10 in terms of 
the economy,” she concluded.

“WOMEN NEED A CORRUPTION FREE 
ECONOMIC PLATFORM” - LYDIA MOROANE

MBOMBELA – A local company is 
steering the tourism marketing of the 
province to higher stakes. It will showcase 
local reputable tourism products all an 
effort to jerk up domestic and international 
tourism.

This is an effort initiated by Jakada 
Holdings (PTY) Ltd, in partnership with 
the Mpumalanga Tourism & Parks Agency 

(MTPA) who are proud to announce the 
hosting of the inaugural Mpumalanga 
Tourism Expo. The expo will take place 
at the Riverside Mall on 11 and 12 
September, 2021. 

The aim of the expo is to re-ignite and 
revive the provincial tourism industry. 

“The Mpumalanga Tourism Expo 
will provide a platform to 22 provincial 

tourism products, to showcase their 
tourism offerings to the local and domestic 
market,” said Xolani Mthethwa, the 
Founder and Chief Executive Officer of 
Jakada Holdings. 

“Furthermore, the annual expo 
event will encourage the local 
communities to travel in their 
province. 10 hosted buyers from 

Gauteng, Western Cape and KwaZulu-
Natal will be invited to attend the expo 
to interact with the exhibitors, to learn 
about the tourism products on offer in the 

province,” stated Mthethwa. 
”We appreciate the hosting 
and timing of the tourism 

expo because September 
is Tourism Month in 
South Africa and the 
event fits perfectly 
with our tourism 
month objectives of 

encouraging the locals 
to travel in their own 

province. 
“We fully support 

this initiative as it will 
assist the province to 
increase the tourist 

arrivals, particularly, as we battle with 
the COVID-19 pandemic,” said Mr BJ 
Nobunga, Chief Executive Officer of the 
MTPA. 

On a parting note, Mthethwa said: 
“Fabulous holiday prizes are up for grabs 
by the shoppers who visit a minimum of 
three stalls and enter a competition at the 
tourism expo. We would like to thank 
our sponsors and partners for making this 
event possible.”

Already, major tourism product owners 
have booked their stalls and there’s a 
high demand for all tourism stakeholders 
to be part of the tourism expo, all in 
an endeavour to get locals touring the 
province, at the same time, attracting the 
outside world.

Mpumalanga to host expo during Tourism Month

ANC Women’s Legue provincial secretary, 
Lydia Moroane.

CEO of Jakada 
Holdings, Xolani 
Mthethwa.

Celebrating Tourism Month last year at the Panorama Route in Graskop.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO
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EMJINDINI – When Minister of 
Mineral Resources and Energy, Gwede 
Mantashe officially handed over a state-
of-the-art healthcare facility worth R15.4 
million, it was all a merry event, but with 
life lessons, too. 

The construction of Cathyville Clinic 
was funded by Barberton Mine Limited 
(BML) as part of the mine’s Social & 
Labour Plan (SLP) implemented to 
contribute towards socio-economic 
development in mining communities. 

During his keynote address, Mantashe 
emphasized on mines developing areas 
in which they operate in stating that they 
should be remembered for having made a 
difference in communities. 

“Mines should not take over the 
Integrated Development Programme, 
but rather compliment it so that the 
development in terms of the SLP, makes 
an impact in the community. 

“Municipalities should not take a step 
back in such projects, but must continue 
to do their work and those areas will 

become better places to live in,” said 
Mantashe. 

He also pleaded with residents to 
safeguard the facility. “This clinic does 
not belong to Barberton Mines, it belongs 
to the people of Cathyville to safeguard 
it, as it will be of great service to them for 
many years to come.”

The mine’s Jan Thirion said the health 
and wellness of communities remains a 
priority as part of their SLP and believes 
there is a vital role to play in contributing 
positively to the health sector. 

“I appeal to all community members 
to appreciate the hard work of healthcare 
workers, the support staff and service 
providers who spent hours taking care 
of the facility despite the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

“We will continue to collaborate 
with the City of Mbombela in the 
implementation of the IDP, targeting it 
to bring sustainable development to this 
community and surrounding areas,” he 
said. 

The project is set to benefit about  
17 000 people and began in 2015. 

“CATHYVILLE CLINIC BELONGS TO THE 
COMMUNITY”- MINISTER MANTASHE 

YOLISWA KHUMALO 

Minister of Mineral Resources and Energy, Gwede Mantashe addressing guests during 
the handover of Cathyville Clinic in Barberton.

Minister Gwede Mantashe cuts the ribbon together with MEC Sasekani Manzini while 
Barberton Mine’s Jan Thirion looks on.

Cathyville Clinic.

Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane.

MBOMBELA - The Provincial Government 
is putting measures in place to reduce the 
infection rate of HIV/AIDS. 

According to the Thembisa 4.4 Estimate 
model, Mpumalanga recorded a total of 
746 915 number of people living with HIV 
in 2020, 18 473 new HIV infections were 
recorded in the same year. 

Most of these infections relate to adolescent 
girls and young women, aged 15 to 24 years. 
76 000 new infections were recorded last year. 

These emerged during a virtual meeting of 
the Mpumalanga Provincial AIDS Council 
(MPAC), chaired by Premier Refilwe 
Mtshweni-Tsipane. In attendance were 
MPAC members, including MECs, Executive 
Mayors, Councillors Heads of Departments, 
Municipal Managers, Developmental Partners 
and Civil Society. 

Mpumalanga has dropped from two to four 
amongst the provinces with a high prevalence 
of the pandemic. This drop has propelled 
the Provincial Government to stem the tide 
against HIV and AIDS until new HIV and TB 
infections are eliminated. 

More focus will be on multi-sectoral 
collaboration with funding Agencies like 
US President’s Emergency Plan For AIDS 
Relief (PEPFAR), Global Fund, USAID, 

Civil Society, South African National AIDS 
Council (SANAC), Business Sector, House 
of Traditional Leaders and the community 
at large. Mtshweni-Tsipane says the District 
and Local AIDS Councils are key structures 
for coordination of multi-sectoral response at 
a local and community levels. “We need to 
align MPAC to strategic deliverables with the 
District Development Model. This will require 
the District Councils to form a material part of 
the costing and budgeting for purposes of the 
Provincial Implementation Plan,” she said. 

MPAC was launched in 2007 in response 
to the National Strategic Plan to stem the tide 
against HIV and AIDS. Mpumalanga was 
rated second then after KwaZulu-Natal in 
terms of HIV/AIDS prevalence countrywide. 

Mtshweni-Tsipane said the achievement of 
the proposed measures lie in the participation 
of all, through a multi-sectoral approach 
which involve the private sector, availing its 
resources and facilities. 

“We encourage all representatives to work 
together with us to ensure that the pandemic 
is defeated and that a developmental crisis of 
unimaginable proportions is averted,”  
she said. 

The next sitting of the MPAC is scheduled 
for September this year, to assess progress.

Government intensifies measures to fight hiv/aids pandemic
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MBOMBELA - University of 
Mpumalanga’s Student Representative 
Council wound up Women’s Month on a 
high note under the theme: “Generation 

Equality: Realizing Women’s Rights for 
an Equal Future” on August 19.

Public Works and Transport MEC, 
Mohita Latchminarain was among 
the speakers who delivered a keynote 
address together with Vice Chancellor, 

Professor Thoko Mayekiso and the first 
female SRC President at the university, 
Carol Magagula.

Latchminarain’s opening remarks 
described how young women have a lot 
to offer in socio-economic structures.

“My heart beats with joy as I am 
standing at this institution, propelled 
to produce more of Charlotte 
Mannye Maxekes. We want to 
produce more women of Maxeke’s 
calibre who rose to the occasion and 
proved to men and the entire world, 
that no brutal system of apartheid, 
colonialism and imperialism can 
deter a mission led by visionary 
leaders united in one common goal. 

“Our forebears have paved a way 
to build our future and it is upon this 
generation to ensure that our country 
can produce the much-needed 
prosperity,” she said.

She pointed out that it is 
incumbent upon this generation to 
ensure that the country can produce 
much-needed prosperity. That young 
men and women understand the 
importance of their role towards 
building a successful future.

“Today we have all the necessary 
resources to improving our 
wellbeing, as well as uplifting our 
socio-economic conditions, while 
building a country that is sustainable 
and safe for all. 

“We must take this mission 
upon us, to prioritise the rights of 
women, children and people with 
disabilities, as well as the previously 
disadvantaged. We need to work 
tirelessly to reduce discrimination 
and violence against women and 
children,” she stated.

To improve the country’s socio-
economic status and social ills such 
as gender-based violence, she said 
young people need platforms where 
they can exchange information 
to create a special type of leaders 
in society and the public service 
- leaders that are immune from 
advancing personal interests that 
lead to corruption and other forms of 
maladministration.

“The ANC-led government must 
continue to strengthen measures 
that will improve access to higher 
education with the ultimate goal of 
achieving a free higher education for 
the poor and the ‘missing middle.’ 
This should not be limited to the role 
that NFSAS plays, but should also 
include the role of the private sector 
in this regard,” she concluded.

“WE NEED MORE CHARLOTTE MAXEKES OF 
THIS GENERATION” - MEC LATCHMINARAIN

JABULANE KHUMALO

Students during the address.

MEC Mohita Latchminarain.

Prof Thoko Mayekiso.

SRC President Carol Magagula.

SRC President hands over a gift bag to the 
MEC.
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We are living in very trying times, whereby, 
one needs to be on guts every moment of your 
life, lest you’ll be led astray or you’ll be dealt a 
big blow in your endeavours.

Currently, one needs to be careful about 
associations because many of them are toxic, 
yet useful in advancing one’s goals, but 
politically speaking, you don’t need to be 
shallow minded, but astute and stand your 
ground, backed of course, by your strong 
political will.

Forget about stomach politics because 
they’ve destroyed this country and the moral 
fibre of political organisations’ individuals 
- greed overcame many a politician who’ve 
done more harm unto the poor masses by 
ignoring their pleas to be assisted in affording a 
moderate livelihood.

Some politicians nowadays prefer going to 
constituencies in flashy vehicles and designer 
clothing and expensive gadgets, right in 
the face of abject poverty. That affects their 
organisations as they create that ’Berlin Wall’ 
between themselves and the ordinary people in 
society.

As we speak, the ruling party, the African 
National Congress have about completed 
their branch general meetings to select 
candidates that will represent the organisation 
during the forthcoming local government 
elections. They’ve been fortunate that their 
delay to complete all these processes has 
also resulted in the Independent Electoral 
Commission, (IEC) awaiting a verdict from the 
Constitutional Court on whether the elections 
scheduled for 27 October 2021 still stand or 
they will be postponed to February 2022.

Be that as it may, communities out there 
are sick and tired of being taken for a ride 
with many unfulfilled promises by some 
unscrupulous individuals within the system, 
who, instead of delivering quality services, but 
choose to offer mediocre service and squander 
the rest - mind you, they also have the audacity 
of flashing that wealth in the people’s faces, 
which hurts a lot.

Yours truly is confident enough that the 
candidates that will be appearing on the party 
lists and posters, are credible ones that have 
been vetted, qualified educationally and are 
also politically educated to toe on a new 
promised path that’s dedicated their next five-
year term to allaying fears of the poor of the 
poorest, by delivering on their promises.

Diligence of a political leadership can lead 
to good governance and efficiency to deliver. 
That’s the mandate that’s been thrust upon 
them.

The question still stands: Are they ready to 
deliver and grow the economy? The ball is in 
their court....only time will tell!

SANEF saddened by deaths of journalists 
“Our dead are never dead to us, until we have 

forgotten them,” said George Eliot, an English 
journalist, poet, novelist, and translator. 
What Eliot said certainly resonates with us 
as the South African National Editors’ Forum 
(SANEF), as we once more note the untimely 
passing of three journalists. 

SANEF would like to send its condolences 
to the families, colleagues, friends of Ragani 
Achary, Ivor Powell, and Glacier Nkhwashu. 
Achary is a veteran broadcast journalist, Powell 
is a veteran print journalist and Nkhwashu is a 
print journalist. 

Achary passed on due to Covid-19 
complications, Powell passed on after a short 
illness while Nkhwashu was hit and killed by a 
truck on Wednesday in Modjadji, Limpopo. 

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Anonymous from Middelburg writes: 

STLM Municipal Manager - ‘Lacks will 
to discipline Executive Director Community 
Service”

 Steve Tshwete Local Municipaity’s 
Municipal Manager lacks the will to take 
action against the embattled Executive 
Director, Thokozile Zulu because he needs her 
support in his intention to support him for his 
contract to be renewed shortly.

These sentiments come after the MM 
received a letter from the Spokesperson of the 

MHRF, Mr Thato Mathunyane on the 22 June 
2021 regarding the allegations of misconduct 
against Ms Thokozile Zulu for using the 
municipal vehicle the whole of lockdown 
while she is not supposed to as she is receiving 
a travel allowance.

Mr Mathunyane indicated that he is in 
possession of a tracker report that shows that 
Ms Thoko Zulu has been travelling outside the 
boundaries of STLM more than once, having a 
jolly ride at the expense of the rate payers - “Is 
that what we paying for?”

Mr Mathunyane indicated that should they 

not bring her to the disciplinary hearing, he 
will approach the Public Service Commission 
for intervention. Mr Mathunyane also 
indicated that the office of the Mayor is 
informed about this mischief and hasn’t yet 
complied with the Council policy resolution 
taken in 2015 regarding disciplinary of senior 
managers. 

MHRF hope to get cooperation in this 
regard in assisting to uproot corrupt elements 
in the municipality that are a contributory 
factor for the sky high rates and taxes increase 
to cover for jolly rides.

Letters
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MATSAFENI – It has emerged that 
more women have been vaccinated on the 
Covid-19 vaccine rollout than their male 
counterparts, whilst at the same time, 
the previously lagging behind of senior 
citizens has improved tremendously, but 
the remaining numbers are urged to come 
forward, too.

MEC for Health, Sasekani Manzini 
recently was launching a bikers 
vaccination drive, in partnership with 
the Sapa Yopa and SunRiders, including 
all provincial bikers joined the support 
to call on the people of Mpumalanga to 
vaccinate.

“The vaccination drive is going well so 
far and we can still improve and we are 
here to make sure that more people do 

vaccinate. We are seeing elderly people 
coming back in their numbers. Out of the 
330 000 senior citizens in the province, 
we are now at more than 220 000 that 
have vaccinated.

“The reason we are using age to tackle 
these vaccinations is to closely monitor 
them and go according to vulnerability to 
the pandemic. We always make sure that 
we prioritize them. 475 669 people in the 

province who have been vaccinated thus 
far.

“It’s a good number, but we feel more 
people should come forward, especially 
the 25 years and above because there’s 
still a lot of them who have not been 
vaccinated. We are happy that today we 
are with the bikers here because people 
around that age group love bikers, 
so when they see them here, it will 
encourage them to also go for the vaccine.

“That’s where we are and we’ve opened 
all the vaccination stations all over the 
province, some of our clinics are also 
vaccinating people so that they don’t run 
out of places to go to. It’s available at our 
malls, taxi ranks, so we try by all means 
to go where people are,” she stated.

Why are men scared of going for 
vaccines?

“Men are even scared of going 
clinics, in general. If you look at the 
attendance at all clinics, it’s dominated 
by women. Women, in general, take care 
of themselves and men most of the time 
pretend to feel strong.

“You can’t feel strong during the 
Covid-19, the only way to be strong 
is to get your vaccine so that you can 
be able to protect yourself. We also 
require the vaccinated men should be our 
ambassadors. I’m glad that the president 
did take his vaccine and that would 
encourage more men to come forward,” 
she ended.

 

MEN ARE CALLED UPON TO GO FOR VACCINES
BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Health MEC, Sasekani Manzini.

A biker club member registering for 
vaccine.

Registration in process.

Biker, Sibusiso Msithini.
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The COVID-19 pandemic disrupted sports events across the world and this forced the organisers of Mpumalanga Sports 
Awards (MPSA) to adopt a different format for the 2021 Awards. 

The MPSA, in collaboration with the Department of Culture, Sport and Recreation, will honour and celebrate legends of 
the sporting fraternity, who brought joy into our lives by winning matches, races and breaking records.
The Awards will also honour those whose writings made us fall in love with sport and their pictures captured dramatic 
moments of our favourite sporting codes.

These are the men and women who inspired a new generation of athletes as players, coaches, technical officials, 
administrators, sport journalists, radio sport presenters and sport photographers.

MPUMALANGA SPORTS AWARDS 2021

#MPSA2021

THE GROUP
&  C O N F E R E N C I N G

Badplaas
Oshoek Mbombela

GERT SIBANDE DISTRICT:

Gert Sibande District Municipality
Address: Cnr Joubert & Oosthuise Streets, Ermelo

Msukaligwa Local Municipality
Address: Corner Kerk & Taute Street, Ermelo, 
2351

Lekwa Local Municipality
Address: Cnr Mbonani Mayisela & Dr Beyers 
Naude Streets, Standerton

Mkhondo Local Municipality
Address: 33 Market Street, Mkhondo, 2380

Dipaleseng Local Municipality
Address: Cnr Johnny Makoena Drive & Themba 
Shozi Street, Balfour

Chief Albert Luthuli Local Municipality
Address: 28 Kerk Street, Carolina

Govan Mbeki Local Municipality
Address: Horwood Street, CBD Secunda, 2302
 
Pixley ka Seme Local Municipality
Cnr Laingsnek & Joubert Streets, Volksrust 2470

NKANGALA DISTRICT:

Victor Khanye Local Municipality
Address: Cnr Samuel and Van Der Walt street, 
Delmas, 2210

Dr JS Moroka Local Municipality
Address: A2601/3 Bongimfundo Street, 
Siyabuswa 0472

Emalahleni Local municipality
Address: Civic Centre, Cnr Mandela & Arras 
Streets, eMalahleni

Steve Tshwete Local Municipality
Address: Cnr Walter Sisulu Street & Wanderers 
Avenue, Middelburg, 1055

Emakhazeni Local Municipality
Address: 25 Scheepers Street, Belfast, 1100
 
Thembisile Hani Local Municipality
24 Kwaggafontein C, Mpumalanga 0458
 
Nkangala District Municipality
2A Walter Sisulu Street
Middelburg 1050

Thaba Chweu Local Municiaplity
Cnr Central & Viljoen Str

Gugu Nkosi, DARDLEA, Communications Unit 
44 Market Street, Ermelo 2350

Sasol 
28 Church Str, Piet Retief

Vukuzakhe 
Mavuso St, Vukuzakhe, Volksrust, 2470 

Total  
5A Dr Nelson Mandela Dr, Volksrust, 2470

Shell 
Steyn St, Morgenzon, 2315

Total  
4 Joubert St, Ermelo, 2351

Engen  
63 Kerk St, Ermelo, 2351

Caltex  
72 Jabulani Selepe St, Bethal, 2309

Sasol  
Cnr Merlin Cres & Arcade St, Kriel, 2271

Engen  
Main Road, Fernie, Empuluzi, 2339 

Total 
Main Rd, Eerste Hoek, Kangwane, 2337

Total  
Main Rd, Nhlazatshe, 1190

Total  
R38, Badplaas, eManzana, 1190

Viva  
284 Mpuluzi B Extention 1 Empuluzi-B, Mayflower, 2335

Sasol 
Junxion Shopping Centre, CnrBaumann &, Beyers Naude St, 
Standerton, 2430

Sasol 
R580, Embalenhle, 2285

Sasol 
Bram Fisher Dr, Evander, 2280

Sasol 
Cnr Oliver Tambo Dr &, PDP Kruger St, Secunda, 2302

Sasol 
3 Samuel Rd, Delmas, 2210

Engen  
Cnr Mathews Phosa & KdNdhlovu St, 
Kwa-Guqa, Emalahleni, 1073

Engen  
Cnr Matthews Phosa St &, Maqhibini Dr, Kwa-Guqa

Sasol  
Cnr Protea & Ngwako St, Middelburg, 1055

Sasol  
Cnr Ikageng St &, Nkululeko Ave, Mhluzi, Middelburg, 
1055

Total 
Stand 477, Solomon Mahlangu Rd, Kwamahlanga-Ia, 
KwaMhlanga, 1022

Engen  
Phola Park, KwaMhlanga, 1022

Total  
Masakhana St, Stand 2131, Siyabuswa, 0472

Engen  
Moutsiya Mall, Cnr R568 and R578 roads, Siyabuswa Unknown

Puma 
26 Van Riebeeck St, Groblersdal, 0470

Engen  
Cnr Themba Shozi St &, Johnny Mokoena Dr, Balfour, 2410

Shell 
110 Bhekumuzi Masango Dr, Belfast, 1100

Engen  
Dirk Winterbach St, Burgersfort, 1150

Elegant 
  
Total  
R40, Hazyview, 1242

Caltex Acornhoek Plaza 
Tsakani, Acornhoek

Bushburidge filling station  
R40, Marijane A, Bushbuckridge, 1280

Total Greenvalley 
Greenvalley, Acornhoek

Sasol 
38 General St, Barberton, 1824

WHERE YOU CAN FIND THE 
MPUMALANA MIRROR NEAR YOU

WHERE YOU CAN FIND THE 
MPUMALANA MIRROR NEAR YOU

List of Municipalities Provincial Filling Station Distribution List

MASHISHING – When the 
Speaker of the Mpumalanga 
Provincial Legislature, Makhosazane 
Masilela went for her Covid-19 
vaccination on Tuesday, 24 August 
2021, she had an objective in mind: 
to motivate on menfolk to go for 
vaccinations. 

She was at the Mashishing 
Community Hall in Thaba Chweu 
Local Municipality when she took 
her Johnson and Johnson jab which 
is aimed at minimise the risk of the 
impact of COVID-19. 

Speaker Masilela has echoed the 
same sentiments expressed by the 
Minister of Health, Dr Joe Phaahla 
on the open reluctance by men to 
vaccinate since the inception of the 
vaccination programme earlier in the 
year. 

It has also been confirmed by 
MEC for Health, Sasekani Manzini, 
too in a recent interview that there 
are more womenfolk who go for 
Covid-19 vaccinations than their 
male counterparts.

Speaker Masilela re-iterated the 
call to encourage men in the province 
to get the vaccine by saying: “I 
would like to encourage men to 
vaccinate in order to ensure their 
safety and that of their families.”

Addressing the people who also 
came to receive their vaccinations at 
the hall, Speaker Masilela continued 
to emphasise the importance of 
following COVID-19 regulations by 
sanitising and washing hands, always 
wearing face masks in public places 
and keeping a social distance in order 
to conquer the invisible enemy, the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

She also requested the people 
around Thaba Chweu Local 
Municipality and the entire province, 
to participate in the vaccination 
programme for the safety of 
the community of Mpumalanga 
Province. 

The Speaker further reminded the 
youth between 18 and 34 years to 
take advantage of the opportunity 
presented to them to get the vaccine.

SPEAKER CALLS 
ON MEN TO GO 
FOR THEIR JABS
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Hoerskool Middelburg’s first-team 
batsman, Jayden Scholtz, has booked his 
spot in the Cricket South Africa Talent 

Acceleration Programme.
The Grade 11 learner is the only 
player in the province who made 

the squad. He’ll be heading to 
the CSA Centre of Excellence 
in Tshwane from August 
27 to 29. He shared his 
excitement.

“I’m quite excited about 
making it into the squad. As we 

speak, I’m from training and it took a 
lot of hard work to prepare myself for 
the journey. My school is also proud 
of my achievement and I’m quite 
honoured to be participating in such 
a prestigious programme.”

His achievement is no surprise to 
his family and friends. He pointed 
out that he’s played cricket the first 
time he could be able to pick up a bat 
and a ball.

“I’ve always played from a tender 
age. My parents have seen me grow 
in sports. They are also as excited as I 
am. My friends know that I’ve been at 
it since forever. Everyone is just proud 

of this moment. 

“I’ll be putting out my best 
performance I know-how. After the 
training programme, we will be 
playing against the coastal provinces. 
Then we will head to the inland 
provinces. I’m prepared mentally for 
the challenge and I’m ready to be on 
the field,” he said.

Scholtz and the first team have 
placed his school on the map 
on various occasions. Among 
the highlights, was when he 
showcased his batting skills 
after the squad won with 270/8 
overs. The team walked always 
with 116 runs of which Scholtz 
had 103 were bagged by him 
followed by his teammates, 
Willem Kurpershoek and 
Armand Bodenstein in February 
2020.

CSA has announced that the 
official launch of the 2021/2022 
season is scheduled to take place on 
Wednesday, September 15. 

The Proteas men’s One-Day 
International (ODI) and T20 
International squads will be traveling 
to Sri Lanka for a six-match tour that 
comprises three ODI and three T20I 
matches. The fixtures will be played 
from September 2 to 14 in Colombo.
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Scholtz gazes at the ball.

Scholtz during a match. Walking off the field after a heated match.


