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ALL HANDS ON DECK!

EMALAHLENI-KABOKWENI - Political 
leaders stepped up by heeding President Cyril 
Ramaphosa’s call to take part in the Vooma 
Vaccination Weekend in their districts during the 
past weekend 1-3 October.

This was to intensify the vaccination roll-out 
with a target of 500 000 people in three days. 
According to the Office of the Presidency, 
the programme is for the public and private 
health sectors, organized labour, business and 
community faith-based organizations in an effort 
to mobilize communities to vaccinate.

In the province it was set to kick- start in 
Secunda on Friday 1 October, but due to heavy 
rainfall, it was postponed. On Saturday, it 
proceeded to Emalahleni where the premier, 
Refilwe Mtsweni-Tsipane, Health MEC, 
Sasekani Manzini, Emalahleni executive mayor, 
Linah Malatjie and other dignitaries embarked 
on a door-to-door campaign in Lynville and 
conducted an oversight visit at the local taxi 
rank, 0as well as at the Ackerville Stadium.

“I have also heeded to the President’s call. I 
got vaccinated today and I am feeling well. I 
want to also encourage others to do the same. 
It is for the benefit of us all so that we can 
overcome the pandemic. We need to go back to 
normal and the only way is to vaccinate,” said 
Ivy Malope from Ackerville.

Sandile Mkhonto said he also vaccinated and 
said it was the right thing to do. 

“Our President said we should all go 
out on weekends and vaccinate, 

as well as to encourage others. 
That is what we are doing and 

I have also led by example as 
a man. The number of men 
vaccinating is low and it is 
not looking good. 

“I am okay and men 
should not be afraid or 
listen to myths about the 

vaccine. Let us vaccinate and 
things will be back to normal 

after a long time of this ‘new 
normal’ ’that is actually taking 

time to adjust to. I hope the all 

communities respond to this call and do the right 
thing,” stated Mkhonto.

On Sunday in Ehlanzeni District, Kabokweni, 
to be precise, after a heavy rainfall overnight 
which caused infrastructural damage in some 
parts, the leadership called off their door to 
door visits in the area, but allowed officials 
and health workers to proceed with registering 
and vaccinating community members at the 
Kabokweni Shopping Complex.

The department of culture, sport and 
recreation also provided entertainment by local 
musicians whose music attracted shoppers 
and passersby to come closer to where the 
registration and vaccination of people was being 
conducted by health workers – the community 
had a choice of being vaccinated by Pfizer and 
Johnson & Johnson.

Another contingent went to nearby 
Nkohlakalo, whereby, they set up their 
registration and vaccination kits at one 
homestead and there was a big turn-out of 
community members who converged at that 
homesteads ready to be vaccinated.

Health workers played a pivotal role as they 
allayed their fears based on the widely circulated 
myths surrounding Covid-19 vaccinations.
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Dr Esther 
Mahlangu’s art 
haven is a living 
legacy

Gender based violence is 
rife in Elandshoek

Dr Gwen Ramakgopa 
monitors Vaccine Rollout

Vooma Vaccinations Campaign got underway at the 
weekend, whereby, the first episode in  Embalenhle, 
Secunda, was washed away by a heavy storm on Friday. 
Second day it got underway at the Witbank Taxi Rank, 
Highveld Mall and Door to door visits at Lynville.
INSERT: Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane is seen chatting 
to community members.

Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane convincing a 
member of the community to vaccinate.

Vooma Vaccination Campaign 
to vaccinate 500 000 people
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FARMERS CELEBRATE HERITAGE IN UNITY
MKHONDO - Unity, peace and 

understanding were the order of the day 
at the joint Heritage Indaba for farmers, 
workers and dwellers.

The Indaba was dubbed the first 
historical celebration event the provincial 
Office of the Chief Whip has ever hosted.

It comes after a series of incidents 

that have taken place around Mkhondo 
and surrounding areas which resulted in 
multiple arrests for alleged murder cases.

ANC Chief Whip in the provincial 
legislature, Fidel Mlombo said it was 
important for farmers and workers to work 
together for production to continue.

“We felt it was important to take steps 
in uniting races in the farming community 
because they all need one another. 

“This will also help them to accept that 
despite being different in color, they need 
to live as one.”

For some farm dwellers like Samson 
Dludlu, who has not had access to his 
family’s graves for some time and were 
later destroyed, he admitted that he is still 
heartbroken, at the same time, he has let 
bygones be bygones.

Farmer, Timothy Filter, also known as 
“Sgila” emphasized on peace and unity 
among races in farms. He apologized on 
behalf of other white farmers. “I apologise 
for everything. We did not know what 
we were doing. So much has happened, 
including people’s graves destroyed, but 

we are truly sorry. We are now taking steps 
of understanding each other better,”  
said Filter.

Insika Yesizwe of South Africa programs 
manager, Sandile Nkonyane said working 
with other organizations has assisted 
their non-profit organization in tackling 
issues of discrimination and inequality. 
“A lot has happened and with the CRL 
Rights Commission recently held here and 
cooperation from farmers, we have hope 
that some will find closure for their loved 
ones’ destroyed graves.”

Chief whip Fidel Mlombo addressing the 
heritage celebration. Some white farmers in attendance.

Farmer Timothy Filter popularly known as 
Sgila.

Local Government Elections 2021 are facing 
real trying times with one of the worst voter 
turn-outs looming as the build-up towards voting 
creeps in on 1 November 2021.

It’s a worrying factor that during 
the recent Voter Registration 
Weekend on 18-19 
September, only 26 217 703 
voters were registered, 
compared to 2016’s 26 
333 353. This signifies 
a loss of a further 115 
650 potential voters.

At the same time, 
there’s an outcry on 
a very slow voting 
interest from the younger 
generation, a factor that 
was further picked up 
during the voter registration 
weekend.

Mpumalanga Mirror crisscrossed 
the province seeking answers to the 
overhanging questions as a result 
of the dwindling number of voters 
since 2016.

However, it does appear that the Independent 
Electoral Commission (IEC) did experience 

technical glitches in their systems, which affected 
processes during the Voter Registration Weekend 
and they registered only 4.6 million people under 
the age of 30 years, according to the IEC’s Chief 
Electoral Officer, Sy Mamabolo during a press 

conference.
On the other hand, political 
organisations have vigorously 

released their election 
manifestos to lure voters to 

cast their votes for them.
They comprise of 

the three front-liners, 
the African National 
Congress (ANC), 
Economic Freedom 
Fighters (EFF) and the 
Democratic Alliance 
(DA), with the latter 

two, the EFF and DA 
hell-bent on dethroning 

the ANC from running 
a majority of the local and 

district municipalities in the 
country.

Provincially, it will be a tough 
battle to unseat the ANC from 
running the 17 local municipalities 

and three districts, Ehlanzeni, Nkangala and Gert 
Sibande, but with the voters’ disgruntlement that’s 
been demonstrated openly for the past few years 
and has become stronger towards the elections, 
it’s a 50-50 chance of survival.

However, apart from the sporadic factionalism 
raising its ugly head within the ruling party, ANC, 
President Cyril Ramaphosa recently conceded 
that the party had its flaws when he launched their 
election campaign in Mbombela. These included 
issues around water, electricity, sanitation, 
housing and lack of adequate services which 
benefited a section of the population.

Corruption rated among the major areas of 
concentration to eradicate it at all costs, an act 
he vowed would pave the way for the party to be 
given another opportunity to run local government 
in all local municipalities.

EFF’s President, Julius Malema is all out to 
make the ANC eat humble pie as he launched 
the EFF’s election manifesto on Sunday 26 
September, coinciding with the party celebrating 
the late Winnie Madikizela-Mandela, purportedly 
as their yardstick to worming their way into  
the communities’ hearts as she was a  

champion of fighting for the underprivileged 
during her lifetime.

Malema and his entire leadership throughout 
the country, including provincial leader, Collen 
Sedibe, are determined to claim their fair share of 
the votes.

The Democratic Alliance is not letting anything 
bypass them as they’ve gone all out to lure voters. 
Yes, they mention five municipalities under their 
command nationally, they have expressed a desire 
to run the rest of the municipalities under the DA 
flag.

There’s also emerged new political formations 
in Bushbuckridge and Kwandebele, including 
independent candidates. Assessing the above 
developments, rightly indicates each political 
formation is seeking a piece of the cake to share, 
thus if the ruling party doesn’t hold on to its 
support base, power will be shared among all 
contesting parties.

There’s still a few weeks ahead for all to exert 
their very best to convince the electorate to give 
them the mark at the ballot box.

Only the strong will survive!

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

YOLISWA KHUMALO

Fierce battle looms ahead of the Local Government Elections

EFF provicial leader Collen-Sedibe.

African National Congress Acting Provincial 
Chairperson, Mandla Ndlovu.

DA’s provincial leader, 
Jane Sithole.
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SECUNDA – We’re at the plush 
Graceland Hotel and enjoyed a day-long 
of the Annual Charity Golf Day on the 
18-hole that features streams running 
through seven of its holes, including 
dams that have attracted a variety of 
birdlife, sculpted and well placed bunkers, 
Crenshaw Bent greens and Kikuyu 
fairways.

After a hectic evening of the prize-
giving ceremony and dining, the morning 
after, not the pill, of course, but I get to 
meet the tourism lady of the moment, the 
Mpumalanga Tourism ambassador herself, 

Pretty Mhlongo, herself who had indulged 
in a game of game the previous day, as we 
settled for our face to face interview, not as 
a gospel musician, but this time as tourism 
ambassador.

Weighing my options, really, I had to 
probe when and how she was appointed 
and how she felt about the whole changing 
scenario in her life. In her casual and 
bubbly self, Pretty, not in her Christian 
approach, but business-like approach said;

“Firstly, it was around April at Bundu 
Lodge, at a function hosted by the 
Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency 
(MTPA), I was there to attend the event. 
When they were introducing people, I 
don’t know how it happened, but it’s just 
God.

“When the Chairperson of the MTPA 
Board, Mr Victor Mashego introduced 
me they said we thank God for Pretty 
Mhlongo our ambassador. I was like, hey, 
can you stand up so that people can see 
you. I stood up and I was shocked. I was in 
disbelief at that moment because I hadn’t 
been formally approached about this.

“I also saw a good opportunity for 
me since you know that I’m in music, 
so with my own belief, music and 
entertainment go together. They need 
each other in fact. I said Oh God thank 
you for this opportunity. I always pray for 
this ambassadorship for God’s direction 
to assist me in steering the province’s  
tourism position in the right direction.

“As  a child of God, I know how to 
handle myself through the Holy Spirit. 
Another vital thing is that my role is 
to promote the products in the tourism 
sector and also to encourage and actually 
motivate people to visit our destinations.

“It also entails motivating them to 
also visit townships and rural areas, 
that’s where the best experience is here 
in Mpumlanga. I also want to create 
an excitement for the residents of 
Mpumalanga to fall in love more with 
what we have in the province.

“Our province is a very beautiful one 
and it has lots of things you can do. The 
destinations are beautiful and unique 
in their nature. I wish local people, in 
terms of domestic tourism, they must 
embrace what we have at our disposal 
so that international and national tourists 
can reciprocally be attracted to the local 
products.

“Recently, we had gone to the 
Manyeleti Game Reserve, in my social 
platforms I shared the restaurant and the 
accommodation, the reaction from my 
followers was amazing as they vowed to 
visit the place. Indeed, a week later they 
did.

“I was convinced that I have to also use 
y social platform to promote the province. 
The social network is very strong, so 
it’s best to also showcase the beauty and 
uniqueness of our products on the social 
network. The way I’ve presented myself 
and the products, I was received very well 
by my audiences.

“I also want to reinvigorate our tourism 
attractions and also to visit all tourism 
destinations in our province just to 
showcase Mpumalanga through my eyes. 
When they see me as the ambassador, they 
feel like they’ve been there and actually go 
there physically.

“In the process, I want to redefine the 
Mpumalanga cultural heritage not to 
appear as if there’s one or two, but expose 
the vast diversity of it all as there’s the 
Shangaan Cultural Village for Tsongas, 
there’s the Matsamo Cultural Village for 
Swazis, there’s the KwaNdebele Cultural 
Village for the Ndebeles, there’s also on 
a smaller scale, Tswana, Sotho and other 
cultures sparsed around the province – we 
should bargain around those cultures to 
showcase to the world.

“We shouldn’t focus on one culture, 
but there’s the beauty of the KwaNdebele 
culture in Nkangala, they must come and 
experience the beauty of the Ndebele 
people and the Swati people in Matsamo 
and Tsonga culture in Bushbuckridge,” she 
stated.

How about curatorship at tourism 
destinations?

“We have to improve on curatorship 
at all these destinations like your God’s 
Window, Three Rondavels and Potholes, 
too. Surely, tourists must get the whole 
background of the origins of these 
establishments because that’s very rich 
history, other than to only have some 
people only utilizing them for picnics.

“We need to fix this part, it’s very vital 
for people to know about the history of 
our establishments, why coins are thrown 
into The Potholes, why people sprinkle 
themselves with that sacred water across 
the potholes and many other myths around 

those places.
“The long and short of it, that’s my 

mandate and I will make it a point it’s 
fixed and we increase the numbers in 
domestic tourism and internationally, too. 
It’s not impossible, but doable and we’ll 
succeed,” she concluded.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

PRETTY MHLONGO DETERMINED 
TO INCREASE TOURIST VISITS
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KANYAMAZANE - His initial plan did not 
work out, but podiatrist, Wayne Madalane never 
changed his goal.

Madalane (26), who completed his matric at 
Sitintile Secondary School, says he has always 
wanted to be in the medical field to study 
optometry. However, all that took another turn 
when his application was declined.

That did not stop him from making his dream 
of running his own practice, Wayne Madalane 
Podiatry.

“I recall making the decision by taking a gap 
year, but my mother did not understand why 
and she advised me to look for something else 
to study. I spent at least most of my spare time 
in first year browsing through the University 
of Johannesburg’s prospectus to see what other 
courses were available,” says Madalane.

“While researching on some of the courses, 
most which I was not familiar with, I found my 
passion, podiatry.”

Podiatrists are healthcare professionals who 
have been trained to diagnose and treat  
abnormal conditions of the feet and lower  
limbs. They also prevent and correct deformity, 
keep people mobile and active, relieve pain and 

treat infections.
For Madalane, the first thought that came 

to his mind was working with feet. He says he 
does not regret taking the course as he falls in 

love with his job daily knowing he has relieved 
someone from pain.

He was motivated by his first patient and 
never looked back since even through all the 

challenges he encountered.
“Not many people know about this field 

which is why it is rare for anyone to just go 
for a general foot screening even without pain. 
Generally, there are people who prioritise foot 
health, but for some, it is not a priority because 
they are not aware of the importance of foot 
hygiene.”

His advice is for people to not wait until they 
experience pain or swelling on their feet before 
visiting a podiatrist. He emphasizes that it should 
be done at least annually. Visit a podiatrist at 
least once a year.

“It is important to see a podiatrist, especially 
for diabetics and those with vascular diseases to 
prevent the occurrence of foot ulcers before they 
develop and to avoid amputation,” he adds.

Like any other field, there are highs and lows 
in podiatry which have assisted Madalane in 
growing and to gain confidence. 

He says despite hardships, he never stops 
learning on a daily basis and encourages other 
young people to consider taking courses that will 
equip them with scarce skills like specializing 
in feet.

“I chose this career, which I highly 
recommend. I must say that feet aren’t as bad as 
people think,” he chuckles.

YOLISWA KHUMALO

Wayne Madalane is your next door foot specialist you can trust
Gospel sensation, Pretty Mhlongo.

Mpumalanga Tourism-Ambassador, 
Pretty Mhlongo.

Wayne Madalane encourages people to 
have their feet checked out once a year. 
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More than 50 000 
tourists visit province 
and raise over half  
a million rand

MBOMBELA - Since the beginning of tourism 
month, September, provincial parks were visited by 53 
515 people, and this has generated almost R777 000 for 
the Province. 

This excludes visitors to the Kruger National Park and 
other private operations. 

This was disclosed by the MEC for Finance, 
Economic Development and Tourism, Vusi 
Mkhatshwa, who says the avalanche of people, who 
visited Mpumalanga over the Heritage Day long-
weekend, is an indication that the Province remains 
the tourist destination of choice, for both domestic and 
international markets. 

“I would like to express our gratitude to our people, 
South Africans at large, and the people from our 
neighbouring countries, for choosing Mpumalanga 
as their preferred destination of choice, over the past 
Heritage Day long-weekend. 

“This clearly shows that our message that 
Mpumalanga has re-opened for tourism business, has 
reverberated in the ears of our people and international 
tourists, alike. All accommodation establishments at all 
our provincial parks were full, due to the avalanche of 
people, who chose to visit us over the long weekend of 
24 September. 

“To all those who visited our Province, thank you 
very much. Your visit means a lot to us, please do come 
back to experience the hospitality of our people, even 
further. The advent of the COVID-19 pandemic has 
really negatively affected our tourism sector, and when 
we receive such high number of visitors, we become too 
excited. 

“What is particularly pleasing, is that the majority of 
the visitors were predominantly black South Africans, 
including the people of our Mpumalanga, who opted 
to explore their beautiful Province. I can say without 
doubt, that we are back in business; we are ready to 
welcome more visitors. “Tourists create jobs, and this 
ultimately leads to economic growth. We really need to 
create more jobs given that quite a number of jobs were 
lost as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. I cannot 
stop to express our gratitude to all those who elected to 
visit our Province over the past long weekend,” added 
Mkhatshwa.

Meanwhile, he also indicated that the Department of 
Economic Development and Tourism, in collaboration 
with the Department of Health and the Mpumalanga 
Tourism and Parks Agency, will in October, go on a 
roadshow across the Province, to encourage people to 
vaccinate for tourism. 

“I urge our people to go and vaccinate, so that they 
can be protected from the deadly COVID19. When the 
majority of us vaccinate, we can quickly fully re-open 
our tourism sector. I can assure our people that the 
vaccine is safe.

“I, myself, have already vaccinated. They must not 
listen to conspiracy theories flying around; they must 
remember that government has vaccinated them and 
your children for many years; and it is not different this 
time around. 

“We further urge our private sector counterparts in 
the tourism industry, to encourage their workers to 
vaccinate, as we believe that vaccinated workers will 
give the much-needed sense of safety to vaccinated 
people who wish to visit our Province. A tourism 
business with fully vaccinated employees can use their 
vaccination status as a competitive advantage over 
others; this can drive numbers to their doors,” explained 
Mkhatshwa.

MEC for finance, economic development and 
tourism, Vusi Mkhatshwa optimistic about 
tourism growth.
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“Dr Esther Mahlangu is the pride of 
South Africa and she’s also the pride of 
Mpumalanga, its people and her people, 
hence it was befitting for us to officially 
close Tourism Month at her place where 
she operates,” stated MEC for finance, 
Economic Development and Tourism, 
Vusi Mkhatshwa.

He was speaking at the Mpumalanga 
Tourism and Parks Agency’s (MTPA) 
official close of Tourism Month at 
her homestead in Siyabuswa in Dr 
JS Moroka Local Municipality on 
Thursday 30 September.

“It’s a gratifying factor for me to 
stand an opportunity of posing for 
photos with the legend, Dr Esther 
Mahlangu after perusing on social 
media posts of those who arrived before 
me, bragging of photos taken with her. 
My opportunity is coming, too.

‘We came here because it’s part of 
our Tourism Month plan as we launched 
Tourism Month and held several other 
programmes, all in an endeavour to 
uplift our province. We fully agreed 
that we should close the month in style, 
and that was definitely at Dr Esther 
Mahlangu’s place.

“As she’s an artist, based in our 
province and the big demand from 
international tourists on arrival who 
want to visit her place, it was befitting 
that we cater for our tourists, as well 
as prepare the ground that Dr Esther 
Mahlangu’s place must be a pedestal for 
tourists in the province.

“We should avoid an embarrassing 
situation, whereby, as inhabitants of 
this province don’t celebrate Dr Esther 
Mahlangu, right in our background. 
We’re here to bolster our working 
relationship with her and the Dr Esther 
Mahlangu Foundation on their plans 
to expand their operations and turn 
around the project to be more viable 
and encompassing of both tourism and 
arts fraternity.

“One remarkable thing: we don’t 
appreciate coming here and make false 
promises. Each time we land here, we 
shouldn’t come empty handed, but 
bring along anything that can enhance 
their operations, hence we brought 
along bedding equipment for Gogo 
Esther Mahlangu Guesthouse.

“This is not the end of our 
contribution to this project as we 
are currently in talks with the 
provincial culture, sport and recreation 
department, including the national 
department under Minister Nathi 
Mthethwa, who also have revealed they 
have plans in the pipeline to implement 
in this project.

“They informed me that they are 
currently in talks with the foundation 
and their talks are at an advanced 
stage. We’re pleased that there are such 
advanced plans to expand and ensuring 
that Gogo Esther’s talent doesn’t go to 
waste, but preserved.

“We’re also pleased that Gogo 
Esther’s desire is to establish an arts 
school, whereby, she will transfer her 
talent to youngsters to carry on her 
legacy, and that needs or full support. 
We request youngsters to come closer to 
her and get the knowledge.

“We’re also aware that the Covid-19 
pandemic affected tourism drastically 
since March 2020, hence we’re here 
because its effect has died down, hence 
we’re preparing to boost tourism from 
this end in a very big way.

“We’re saying, Gogo Esther open 

the doors for tourists to come here 
as you also have accommodation for 
them to sleep over. We’ve also brought 
new bedding, you can come and rest at 
Gogo’s place.

“As you enjoy your sleep here, you’ll 
also be exposed to her wonderful work 
in the same complex and be able to 
support by buying the works of art 
and also incorporate neighbouring 
businesses like car washes and other 
entertainment establishments will 
benefit and boost this local economy.

“It’s for that very reason that we think 
tourism will uplift the economy through 
benefitting different stakeholders in 
each vicinity.  As the economic climate 
has improved, you need to work harder 
in exploiting the situation to your 
advantage.

“As government, we’re here to 
motivate you to work harder and 
support some of your programmes that 
will contribute to economic growth an, 
job creation. Another important factor 
here is for you to motivate upon tourists 
to vaccinate.

“Vaccination is very important to the 
growth of our economy. If people don’t 
vaccinate, it will impede on economic 

growth. I’m sure you might have got 
hint that some countries have barred 
South Africans from coming to their 
countries, and in turn, there are certain 
countries that have been barred here.

“It’s very important for us to 
vaccinate as South Africans to directly 
fight this pandemic. 

“We must stand up as South 
Africans and appeal to tourists to 
visit the country because we adhere 
to all Covid-19 regulations and most 
importantly, they’ll be safe,” he said 
emphatically.

On a lighter note though, Mkhatshwa 
remarked on the ever increasing babies 
born during the pandemic period as he 
said: “We must guard against maternity 
wards to always being full, this could 
be an indication that there’s no social 
distancing,” he said with much laughter 
from the guests in attendance.

Gogo Esther Mahlangu, who is 
now 86 years old, as informed by 
his grandson, could only say: “I’m 
so grateful for this kind gesture from 
the authorities. I want more people, 
especially the young ones, to come 
and learn my art so that it does not die 
down. That’s my desire to spread it.”

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

DR ESTHER MAHLANGU’S 
LEGACY URGED TO LIVE ON

A Group photo of Dr Esther Mahlangu and stakeholders.

A typical outlook of wall decorations in Ndebele art. Unique Ndebele art on display.

A Replica of the BMW vehicle that 
Dr Esther Mahlangu exclusively 
designed for the dealership.

The bedding donated to the  
Dr Esther Mahlangu Guesthouse.

We’re also 
pleased 

that Gogo 
Esther’s 

desire is to 
establish an 
arts school



6 Mpumalanga Mirror /September 30, 2021CELEBRATING TEACHING AND LEARNING EXCELLENCE



7Mpumalanga Mirror / September 30, 2021 CELEBRATING TEACHING AND LEARNING EXCELLENCE



#Faceup! #SocialDistance! #Washup!

COMMUNITY8 Mpumalanga Mirror /September 30, 2021

EHLANZENI NOT IMMUNE TO ISSUES 
OF GENDER BASED VIOLENCE

ELANDSHOEK – A growing small community 
of Elandshoek, just 30 kilometres outside 
Mbombela, is one of the contributory factors why 
Ehlanzeni District Municipality is not immune to 
gender based violence.

This was spelled out by the General Manager 
for Disaster Management and Transversal Services 
at Ehanzeni District Municipality, Happiness 
Nkosi when she interacted with the community of 
Elandshoek on Wednesday, 2 September, whereby, 
she led a team of experts to intervene in what she 
described as ‘an uncontrolled situation that needs 
serious attention.’

She said: “We discovered that EDM was not 
immune when we consulted with the South 
African Police Services (SAPS), whereby, 
we discovered that among the four local 
municipalities of Mbombela, Bushbuckridge, 
Thaba Chweu and Nkomazi, it turned out that in 
the City of Mbombela, Kabokweni, Barberton, 
Masoyi, specifically, these three were the most 
affected.

“We also discovered that Bushbuckridge, 
Calcutta, Acornhoek and Marite were the biggest 
contributors to the murdering of women, sexual 
assault and rape. In Nkomazi, we discovered that 
Tonga is number in the entire district on reported 
cases, mind you, there are cases that are not 
reported,” she noted.

Why Elandshoek?
“We came here in 2018 during the 16 Days 

of Activism against women abuse and children. 
We brought along different stakeholders with the 
sole aim of educating children how to protect 
themselves against perpetrators. 

“We divided them into different groups working 

with different faciltitators.
“It was at that instance of their interaction with 

the facilitators that they opened up about facts 
that at school, they are being raped; on their way 
to school, they are being raped; at home, they 
are being raped; in church they are being raped; 
during socialisation in the community, they are 
being raped.

“As can be deduced, cases are very high. In 
light of the above, we re-convened with the 
facilitators and decided to return to these shores 
one again to offer social support, whereby, GRIP 
and Childline were involved to provide relief to 
this affected community.

“We felt, this time around, that these children 
come from a community.  What’s happening is 
that what’s happening at a school is only a tip 
of the iceberg, we felt that we need to come and 

engage with the entire community and learn about 
the issues so that we can provide the right kind of 
services to rid the community of this scourge.

“We’ve brought SANCA because we noted that 
a lot of people are already drunk at this time of 
the morning. Substance abuse is another problem 
within this community that leads them to commit 
gender based violence related crimes within this 
community,” she stated.

What brings fear unto this community?
“GBV, obviously brings about fear within the 

community. For as long as there is fear, it means 
these issues will be perpetuated. We also believe 
these issues are aggravated by other social issues. 
The fact that we have a border with Mozambique, 
illegal immigrants enter the country – that’s a 
contributory factor to GBV.

“There are a lot of people that are not registered 

within the system and cannot be arrest. What 
happens? They keep on perpetrating their 
dastardly acts. Secondly, the issue of substance 
abuse is another major contributor.

“The issue of unemployment, people are just 
idling with nothing to do. The sale of illegal drugs 
in this community, is also rife. There’s also the 
issue of people no longer going to church where 
we get our moral regeneration to know right from 
wrong. So, those are the major issues.

“Social workers, when they do case work, you 
do group work and community work. If I, for an 
example, were a social worker here, there are far 
too many women who are unemployed, you’d 
need to start a gardening project with them.

“That food garden would belong to the 
community so that the community itself, can 
have something to look forward to. If there’s a 
restoration program, too, it gives them something 
that they can learn from and do something  
about it.

“In Elandshoek, people are pulling in different 
directions. It’s also closer to Ngodwana, dubbed 
Bhamjee, where prostitution is very high. 
The moral fibre of this community is highly 
compromised, hence they have these pressing 
issues, but as was suggested by ward councillor 
Mabuza, that let’s get the politicians come here to 
encourage the community and to fight the crime.

“It only needs one week of serious intervention. 
Something can happen and the status quo can 
change. The security cluster needs to play a 
meaningful role by intervening on these shores, 
then all will be under control,” she concluded.

The event was held under strict Covid-1 
regulations.

The Public Works, Roads and Transport MEC, 
Mohita Latchminarain, has made a significant 
impact in the department in an effort to fast-track 
service delivery in the last six months.

As the department reflects its achievements 
during Transport Month, some of the highlights 
include the MEC’s intervention during the taxi 
violence in Middelburg in June - a mediation 
process unfolded after both associations were at 
loggerheads over routes. Law enforcement also 
played a role in making sure that law and order 
was restored.

“I wanted to make sure that the community 
of Middelburg that there was going to be peace 
and stability. Unfortunately, a member of the 
community lost his life.”

The much-anticipated Machadodorp 
interchange was also officially opened. The 
Minister of Transport, Fikile Mbalula, handed 
over the project to the province. He also 
challenged the MEC to also lead the Moloto 
Corridor project.

This was followed by the roll-out of the 
S’hamba Sonke Labour Intensive Roads 
Construction and Maintenance Programme in the 
province.

The Programme entailed the construction 
and maintenance of roads through brick paving 
activities and road maintenance using labour 
intensive methods targeting employment creation 
for the youth, women, people with disabilities 
and small businesses.

The provincial leadership and MECs from 
various provinces, Minister Mbalula opened 

the newly constructed and paved D2091 in 
Marapyane, Dr JS Moroka Municipality. The 
D2091 links Marapyane and the Bela Bela Local 
Municipality.

During Women’s Month, the MEC hosted 
Women in Conversation, a dialogue to empower 
women in various fields. The South African 
Network Women in Transport (SANWIT), South 
African Women in Construction (SAWIC), as 
well as Women in the Gender Desk of South 
African National Taxi Council (SANTACO), 
were in attendance.

“Women still feel marginalised when it comes 
to the freight industry, construction, as well 
as the taxi industry The 50 women delegation 
improved their participation as far as economic 
empowerment is concerned. Among the delegates 
were successful women who shared their best 
practices as part of empowering those who 
are new in the various fields which are male-
dominated.”

Meanwhile, in May, the department’s Head, 
also pointed out that it has its eggs in one basket 
in an effort to implement innovative ways to 
foster maintenance of tourism routes throughout 
the province. 

Charles Morolo, who spontaneously 
responded: “I think the issue of the tourism 
industry is based on resuscitation and 
rejuvenation. This industry is part and parcel 
of the economic recovery programme that is 
led by the presidency. In particular, tourism 
infrastructure plays a very critical role in 
that regard because it is an infrastructure-led 

economic recovery.
“So, we do have a number of tourism facilities 

in the province that require maintenance, 
resuscitation and refurbishment. As a province, 
tourism is one of the critical sectors for growth. 
Through the maintenance and refurbishment of 
these facilities, we should be in a position, first 
and foremost, to ensure that we create work 
opportunities. Secondly, we must ensure that 
we take that position to attract tourists to these 
facilities in South Africa and Mpumalanga, in 
particular.

“Tourism on its own, is competitive. Roads 
infrastructure are very important in terms 
of giving people mobility, accessibility and 
connectivity. So the maintenance, the upgrade 
and the rehabilitation of the tourism infrastructure 
is of great importance, that of attracting tourists 
into the province.

“As a department, there are a number of 
specific projects which are aimed at maintaining, 
upgrading tourism routes linked to specific 
facilities in order to ensure that we are able 
to attract tourists to this province because 
infrastructure is one of the critical elements that 
contribute towards growth.”

Some of the key achievements include:

 ROADS:

• In 2021 the focus has been on 
construction of the following roads: P95/1 
Verena crossing to Bronkorspruit,  P36/1 
N12 to Delmas, P182/ 1 R35 to Hendrina, 
D2486 Klipwal, D281 Daggakral to 
Volkrust, P170/1 Graskop to Matibidi, 
D3930 Acornhoek to Hluvukani, D3960 
Rainbow to Gamatibidi, D3972 and D3973 
Hoxane to Marite, D4407 Hluvukani – 
Timbavati, D3978 Mkhuhlu and D2975 
Daantjie
• Upgrading of Road D2274 Arnot to 
Hendrina plus 2 bridges, Road D481 
Ekulindeni, Glenmore Road, Road D2952 
Thambokhulu, Road D233 Louivile and 
Completion of Makoko Bridge.

 INTEGRATED RURAL MOBILITY 
 AND ACCESS (IRMA):

• The Department has invested towards 

Integrated Rural Mobility and Access 
(IRMA) strategy. In order to deliver 
economic and social benefits to rural 
communities. This investment has enabled 
the Department to provide foot bridges, 
sidewalks, access roads and bus shelters 
in many rural areas across the Province.
•Foot bridges recently constructed 
within the five-years include: Ronaldsey, 
Donkerhoek, Mathysloop, Marite, 
Tjakastaad, Mkhuhlu and Ntombe 1 and 
Ntombe 2 foot bridges which have brought 
relief to the rural communities in terms of 
accessing social amenities.

 PUBLIC AND SCHOLAR TRANSPORT:

• The Department is subsidizing over 
400 000 commuters who are using buses in 
154 routes which is an investment of over 
R754 million.
• More than 64 000 learners who stay more 
than five kilometres from the nearest school 
are provided with scholar transport to ensure 
that they get to school on time and are able 
to study without exhaustion. The Department 
has invested more than R432 million towards 
scholar transport in the 2018/19 financial 
year.
• As part of the non-motorised transport 
system, the Department has donated 
more than 28 931 bicycles to learners who 
travel more than 3km but less than 5km 
to school. The Shova Kalula programme 
was introduced in 2001 by the National 
Department of Transport to address the 
much needed public transport in rural 
communities.

Public Works reflects on women, new interchange and restoring tourism routes

Happiness Nkosi listens to the 
community’s concerns.

MEC Mohita Latchminarain.

MEC Mohita Latchminarain.

Construction working in the D2091 that 
links Marapyane and Belabela Local 
Municipality.
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SAND RIVER - The Department 
of Health launched its Big Bang 
Vaccination Rollout at Sand River 
Sports Ground on Monday, 20 
September.

MEC Sasekani Manzini was 
accompanied by Deputy Minister in 
the Presidency and a former Gauteng 
Health MEC, Dr Gwen Ramakgopa 
who was monitoring the rollout.

“We know that Mpumalanga is 
working hard in ensuring that people 
are getting vaccinated. They are also 
chasing the high population coverage. 
We also want to get as many people 
as we can to be vaccinated before the 
anticipated 4th wave. 

“It will be important for us to have 
empirical evidence that those who are 
vaccinated, do not end up in hospital. 
We know that countries that have 
reached a high population coverage, 
are confidently able to fully open up the 
economy, sports, arts and faith-based 
activities.

“We must push the vaccine for those 
purposes. I’m quite impressed with this 
site because the community came in 
their numbers. This was the third drive 
in the area and we see that the demand 
is still there. 

“It is encouraging to see young and 
old men vaccinating, which is a concern 
that we have. We know that men are 
dreading to vaccinate. In this regard, 
we want to thank our traditional 
leaders who have been in the forefront 
in encouraging men to come forward. 

“It can never be enough to stress the 
need to vaccinate. The media, faith-
based organisations, community and 
traditional leaders and businesspeople 
to come forward so that we all do this 
together,” said Dr Ramakgopa.

MEC Sasekani Manzini pointed out 

 
 
that the Big Bang programme is meant 
to mobilise more people and strengthen 
their communication to communities. 
This will enable the community to 
respond positively to the vaccine 
rollout.

“It is not our first time in this area. 
In the whole province, we have visited 
villages more than once. That on its 
own, shows that we are taking the 
vaccine to the people. “We do not 
want any member of the community 
in the province to say I was unable to 
vaccinate because of certain reasons. 
We also took the vaccine to shopping 
centres and malls. 

“We are quite visible because we 
have expanded to our clinics, which are 
all vaccinating. Where people are, we 
are also there.”

The programme is rolled out on 
a weekly basis. The programme is 
shared in all social media platforms for 
people to know where the next drive 
will be held. Local Municipalities also 
play a key role in ensuring that Ward 
Councillors mobilise residents to come 
in their numbers.

“We work with traditional leaders 
as well. All key stakeholders are part 
of the rollout. Now that the Alert Level 
has been adjusted, we will be visiting 
churches. We want to occupy all spaces 
because we do not want people to have 
excuses. 

“At the moment, we are trying to 
target the 18-year-old age group. 
They are coming in slowly, but we will 
be working with the Department of 
Education in rolling out vaccines in 
schools. 

“Even in TVET Colleges, the 
response is satisfying, however, we 
can still do more. Senior citizens are 
still part of our target. Our numbers 
are not where we want them to be, 
but we are definitely working towards 
achieving our goal.”

DR GWEN RAMOKGOPA AND MEC SASEKANI MANZINI 

MONITOR BIG BANG VACCINE ROLLOUT AT SAND RIVER
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LIBERATION ROUTE RELAUNCHED IN STYLE
BOTLENG - The relaunch of 

Mpumalanga’s Liberation Route is set to 
be joint co-ordinated programme that will 
re-live the province’s liberation struggle 
contribution with events that will re-tell 
the story of how the apartheid government 
oppressed people through trials and 
tribulations.

At the same time, as it was relaunched in 
Botleng township’s Mall, at a shisanyama, 
that is black-owned by a township lad, 
the journey began at the famous Delmas 
Magistrate’s court grounds, where a 
monument and plaques depicting the 
famous Delmas Trial of the 22 accused 
activists, some of whom were sentenced to 
death, was re-lived through an emotional 
narration by a local activist who witnessed 
it.

The delegation briefly re-visited the 
famous court-room which caused a stir 
of attracting large crowds to the area in 
support of the 22 accused, a thing that 
took the apartheid government by surprise 
because they had perceived Delmas as a 
remote quiet town, yet it was able to draw 
such large crowds drawn from all corners 
of the country.

Led by MEC for Finance, Economic 
Development and Tourism, Cde Vusi 
Mkhatshwa, accompanied by the 
Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency 
(MTPA) Chairperson of the Board, Cde 
Victor Mashego, it was agreed that the 
rich liberation history of the province, 
jointly bring together the episodes from 
Nkangala, Ehlanzeni and Gert Sibande 

districts, will garner the province vast 
economic returns and actually boost the 
economy.

MTPA’s CEO, Boy Nobunga said: 
“We’re fortunate that today we’re 
launching the Gert Sibande Tourism 
Route which was named after our workers 
struggle hero, Gert Sibande himself who 
relentlessly waged a struggle against the 
oppression of farm workers. You shall 
remember the Potato Boycott around 
Bethal. I think it’s befitting that it’s named 
after the Lion of the East.

“There are also a number of struggle 
events that have happened around Gert 

Sibande like Barney Molokoane, MK 
combatants, Nokuthula Simelane, Dr 
Pixley ka Isaka Seme around Volkrust 
and Daggakraal. You also think about 
Mahatma Ghandi and his wife around 
Volkrust.

“Indeed, we want to appreciate all the 
political activities that took place in this 
province like the Delmas Treason trial 
which is reputed as the longest treason 
trial to have taken place during the 
apartheid era.

“Through tourism, we will showcase 
the roles played our struggle heroes 
and heroines, which is critical for 

our history as a people. We are also 
resuscitating tourism that will be critical 
in the reconstruction and recovery of our 
economy as a province,” he stated.

Cllr CT Mthimunye, acting executive 
mayor of Nkangala district said: 
“What’s important is to conserve all the 
information that clearly defines us of 
who we are and where were we during 
our struggle days. It’s vital for the new 
generation to know about this history.

“It’s also vital that this venture will 
also play a part in uplifting our township 
economy, as we rightly launched right 
in the middle of the township at a 
shisanyama. The unemployment rate 
will somehow be decreased through 
participating in various activities, too.”

She also made mention of the issue of 
establishing an international cargo carriage 
in Victor Khanye, which she motivated 
that it should be reactivated.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

EMALAHLENI - Flowers are blooming, 
trees are green and birds are chipping - a new 
season to plant a seed.

The Department of Agriculture, Rural 
Development and Environmental Affairs 
(DARDLEA) celebrated Arbor Day on 
Tuesday, September 21 at Greendale  
High School. 

Spekboom and a fruit tree were planted at 
Chego and Phahla households.

Environmental officer, Peter Segalagala said 
planting of trees is important to maintain food 
security and tackling climate change.

“We plant indigenous and fruit trees. 
Every year we celebrate mainly common 
trees and rare species. This time around, we 
have Spekboom and Acacia. They are both 
indigenous trees grow anywhere in  
the country. 

“The reason for indigenous trees is the fact 
that they are local and do not need a lot of 
water and can resist the country’s climate. The 
Spekboom is also easy to plant. You can pick 
a leaf or a small branch and plant it. It is good 
at absorbing carbon dioxide and it is liked by 
animals. We can also use it in our food such as 
stew,” said Segalagala.

The Acting MEC, Busi Shiba also called 
on communities in the province to plant as 
many trees as possible to undo the level of 
deforestation that human beings played a 
major part in. The benefits that come with 
planting trees, include mitigating the effects  
of Climate Change which affects all facets  
of society.

“As part of the Government Greening 
Programme, the President has given a 
directive to the Department of Forestry, 
Fisheries and Environment for the planting of 
at least two million trees annually for the next 
five years (target 10 million) in an effort to 
green our cities, towns, townships and reclaim 
the degraded areas.

“In the 2020 Concept Document on the 
National Greening Programme, it is envisaged 
that Mpumalanga will plant 50 000 trees in 
2021 across the province, as part of greening 
our townships, reducing carbon emissions 
while providing socio-economic benefits 

under the 2021 theme:  ‘Give back to Nature, 
Plant a Tree.’

“It is now a known fact that the world in 
general is starting to feel the effects of global 
warming and in particular Climate Change. 
It is intricately linked to almost all facets 
of our society, particularly socio-economic 
progression as it relies on resources such as 
water, feedstock in form of food, fibre, and 
biodiversity. 

“These areas are at the base of many sectors 
of the economy, which in turn affect human 
development aspirations of the country. Tree 
planting is one of the mitigating factors that 
are recommended towards the slowing down 
of this environmental threat. 

“It is acknowledged that tree-planting 
programmes will have to rely on 
other supporting programmes such as 
environmental education and awareness 
to inform and educate society in general, 
of the importance of the trees within the 
environment and their role in mitigating 
environmental threats,” she stated.

An inspection was also done on the Air 
Quality Monitoring Station. The station was 
due for a multipoint calibration. The station 
monitors ambient air quality in the province 
in order to ensure compliance with National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards, as well as 
measuring greenhouse gas emissions for 
climate management.

Plant a tree on National Arbor Day

Planting of Spekboom tree. 

Segalagala plants a tree. Environmental Officer, Peter Segalagala. 

MEC Busi Shiba.

Air Quality Station at Greendale High School.
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Sasol 
28 Church Str, Piet Retief

Vukuzakhe 
Mavuso St, Vukuzakhe, Volksrust, 2470 

Total  
5A Dr Nelson Mandela Dr, Volksrust, 2470

Shell 
Steyn St, Morgenzon, 2315

Total  
4 Joubert St, Ermelo, 2351

Engen  
63 Kerk St, Ermelo, 2351

Caltex  
72 Jabulani Selepe St, Bethal, 2309

Sasol  
Cnr Merlin Cres & Arcade St, Kriel, 2271

Engen  
Main Road, Fernie, Empuluzi, 2339 

Total 
Main Rd, Eerste Hoek, Kangwane, 2337

Total  
Main Rd, Nhlazatshe, 1190

Total  
R38, Badplaas, eManzana, 1190

Viva  
284 Mpuluzi B Extention 1 Empuluzi-B, 
Mayflower, 2335

Sasol 
Junxion Shopping Centre, CnrBaumann &, 
Beyers Naude St, Standerton, 2430

Sasol 
R580, Embalenhle, 2285

Sasol 
Bram Fisher Dr, Evander, 2280

Sasol 
Cnr Oliver Tambo Dr &, PDP Kruger St, 
Secunda, 2302

Sasol 
3 Samuel Rd, Delmas, 2210

Engen  
Cnr Mathews Phosa & KdNdhlovu St, 
Kwa-Guqa, Emalahleni, 1073

Engen  
Cnr Matthews Phosa St &, Maqhibini Dr, Kwa-Guqa

Sasol  
Cnr Protea & Ngwako St, Middelburg, 1055

Sasol  
Cnr Ikageng St &, Nkululeko Ave, Mhluzi, 
Middelburg, 1055

Total 
Stand 477, Solomon Mahlangu Rd, 
Kwamahlanga-Ia, KwaMhlanga, 1022

Engen  
Phola Park, KwaMhlanga, 1022

Total  
Masakhana St, Stand 2131, Siyabuswa, 0472

Engen  
Moutsiya Mall, Cnr R568 and R578 
roads, Siyabuswa, Unknown

Puma 
26 Van Riebeeck St, Groblersdal, 0470

Engen  
Cnr Themba Shozi St &, Johnny Mokoena Dr, 
Balfour, 2410

Shell 
110 Bhekumuzi Masango Dr, Belfast, 1100

Engen  
Dirk Winterbach St, Burgersfort, 1150

Elegant 
  
Total  
R40, Hazyview, 1242

Caltex Acornhoek Plaza 
Tsakani, Acornhoek

Bushburidge filling station  
R40, Marijane A, Bushbuckridge, 1280

Total Greenvalley 
Greenvalley, Acornhoek

Sasol 
38 General St, Barberton, 1824

WHERE YOU CAN FIND THE 
MPUMALANA MIRROR NEAR YOU

GERT SIBANDE DISTRICT:

Gert Sibande District Municipality
Address: Cnr Joubert & Oosthuise Streets, Ermelo

Msukaligwa Local Municipality
Address: Corner Kerk & Taute Street, Ermelo, 
2351

Lekwa Local Municipality
Address: Cnr Mbonani Mayisela & Dr Beyers 
Naude Streets, Standerton

Mkhondo Local Municipality
Address: 33 Market Street, Mkhondo, 2380

Dipaleseng Local Municipality
Address: Cnr Johnny Makoena Drive & Themba 
Shozi Street, Balfour

Chief Albert Luthuli Local Municipality
Address: 28 Kerk Street, Carolina

Govan Mbeki Local Municipality
Address: Horwood Street, CBD Secunda, 2302
 
Pixley ka Seme Local Municipality
Cnr Laingsnek & Joubert Streets, Volksrust 2470

NKANGALA DISTRICT:

Victor Khanye Local Municipality
Address: Cnr Samuel and Van Der Walt street, 
Delmas, 2210

Dr JS Moroka Local Municipality
Address: A2601/3 Bongimfundo Street, 
Siyabuswa 0472

Emalahleni Local municipality
Address: Civic Centre, Cnr Mandela & Arras 
Streets, eMalahleni

Steve Tshwete Local Municipality
Address: Cnr Walter Sisulu Street & Wanderers 
Avenue, Middelburg, 1055

Emakhazeni Local Municipality
Address: 25 Scheepers Street, Belfast, 1100
 
Thembisile Hani Local Municipality
24 Kwaggafontein C, Mpumalanga 0458
 
Nkangala District Municipality
2A Walter Sisulu Street
Middelburg 1050

Thaba Chweu Local Municiaplity
Cnr Central & Viljoen Str

Gugu Nkosi, DARDLEA, Communications Unit 
44 Market Street, Ermelo 2350

WHERE YOU CAN FIND THE 
MPUMALANA MIRROR NEAR YOU

List of Municipalities

Provincial Filling Station Distribution List

The 2nd Annual Mpumalanga Tourism 
and Parks Agency (MTPA) Golf Day 
at the Graceland Casino enthusiastic 
personalities, whose sole purpose was 
to raise funds for charity, all in an 
endeavour to contribute to community 
development and to also boost tourism at 
the same time.

 First prize winner of the golf 
tournament went to A Tshabalala, second 
prize went to A Khumalo and third prize 
went to M Vundla. 

They came in numbers and filled up 
the golf turf and filled up the Graceland 
Hotel to capacity. It was no wonder that 
golfers were led by none other than the 
MEC for Economic Development and 
Tourism, Vusi Mkhatshwa, MTPA Board 
chairperson, Victor Mashego, MTPA’s 
CEO, Boy Nobunga, MTPA Board 
member, Sipho Lubisi, among others had 
newly-appointed Tourism Ambassador, 
Pretty Mhlongo, among others, cheering 
them on.

According Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality’s executive mayor, NB 
Zuma, the sport tourism event started 
a few years ago. “Credit goes to our 
legendary hero, the late Gert Sibande 
for us to have created this as part of the 
Tourism Liberation Route to be held here 
in Secunda, a district municipality named 
after him. 

“The main objective here is to utilize 
tourism as a tool to further contribute 
to economic development for local 
communities, as one of its main aims. 
Our municipality is always referred to as 
a rural municipality, but in reality, we are 
an industrial rural municipality and also 
characterised by past historic events that 
people would like to know about.

“It’s vitally important for people 
to know about Govan Mbeki what it 
possesses of importance to tourists. I’m 
glad that this year’s beneficiaries, being 
tourism learners from schools around this 
municipality, I wish they could master 
local tourism and put us on the map.

“It is very crucial to promote our 
own area, unfortunately you can’t stop 
here, but Gert Sibande District and 
Mpumalanga as a whole, so that we 
ensure that our economy grows in leaps 
and bounds. 

“It’s aso vitally important that the sport 
of golf, we should further develop it here. 
The sport is not only for the elite, but for 
those who want to enjoy themselves. The 
sport is classified for the rich, normally, if 
the MEC has reached that status, it would 

be befitting to buy him some clubs.
“We, nevertheless, welcome the youth 

who have embarked on playing the 
sport. It has been characterised mostly 
as a males’ sport, but women can also 
participate. It’s very important also for 
the tourism learners to not only study 
tourism, but also play golf, too,” said 
Zuma.

Mkhatshwa, on the other hand, 
indicated that it’s vital to utilize sports 
tourism to further boost the economy. 
“Since President Cyril Ramaphosa 
placed the country on Alert Level 2, 
thus opening up economic activity, we 
must take advantage of this opportunity 
to promote domestic tourism by visiting 
our relatives and friends all over the 
province.

“We must spend our money there so 
that our money must rotate amongst 
ourselves, which is a very important 
concept that we need to understand. 
Today we have invited tourism learners 
here to be a part of s today. It’s important 
for you to listen to this message.

“We must encourage our children to 
know that it’s not only science that is 
going to make them succeed in life, but 
there’s a future in tourism.in fact there’s 
hidden wealth in tourism. When we 
see children studying tourism, we see 
a brighter future in them. They are the 
people who will represent us to tap into 
that gold.

“We thank our sponsors, who have 
said today we are in a very fast-paced 
society, we are changing and are talking 
about the Fourth Industrial Revolution, in 
that everything is done through gadgets. 
We’ve moved from our traditional way of 
doing things.

“The vision of raising funds to donate 
laptops to these learners is in the right 
direction, so that they are not left behind. 
The laptops will assist you to catch up 
with your lessons. 

“You’ll be able to google things here 
and now and obtain all the necessary 
information you need.

“We cannot separate tourism from 
heritage as we are currently busy with 
celebrating our heritage simultaneously 
with tourism month. 

“We’re here because we’re promoting 
the Heritage Route through the annual 
golf tournament. Schools must fully 
understand how these things are done 
practically like why we attract people to 
come here and spend their money here.

“Mpumalanga has a very rich heritage, 
so it’s necessary that people must come 
here and explore our treasure,” he ended.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

MTPA ANNUAL GOLF 
TOURNAMENT GARNERS 
MORE FOR CHARITY

Calculated precision was the ordrer of the day.
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HUGO BROOS ANNOUNCES 
FIFA QUALIFIER’S SQUAD 

New Bafana Bafana coach, Hugo Broos 
has announced his 34-man squad in 
preparation for the crucial back-to-back 
2022 Qatar Fifa World Cup qualifiers 
against Ethiopia on October 9.

Mpumalanga will be represented by 
TS Galaxy’s midfielder, Ethan Brooks. 
The midfielder is part of Broos’ plan 
in building a new younger squad that 
includes some of the performing players  
in the Dstv Premiership. 

Golden Arrows’ Thabani Zuke, Jesse 
Donn of Matsatsantsa, as well the Cape 
Town City duo of Terrence Mashego  
and Mduduzi Mdantsane are also part of 
the squad.

Buccaneers’ duo of striker Tshegofatso 
Mabaso and Vincent Pule also made 
the cut, while veteran fullback, Sifiso 
Hlanti makes a return into the squad. The 
under-23 skipper, Tercious Malepe and 
Luke Fluers are also into Broos’ fold.

Bafana Bafana are top of Group G with 
four points from two games, having drawn 
0-0 with Zimbabwe away at the National 
Sports Stadium in Harare before  
beating the Black Stars of Ghana 1-0  
at FNB Stadium. 

Bafana Bafana will face the East 
Africans first in Ethiopia in October  
before welcoming the same opponents at 
FNB Stadium on 12 October. The final 
23-man squad was whittled down on 
September 25.”

JABULANE KHUMALO

  HERE’S THE FULL SQUAD: 

GOALKEEPERS: Ronwen Williams (Supersport United FC) Veli Mothwa (AmaZulu FC) 
Bruce Bvuma (Kaizer Chiefs FC) Sifiso Mlungwana (Golden Arrows FC).

DEFENDERS: Sydney Mobbie (Sekhukhune United FC) Thapelo Morena (Mamelodi 
Sundowns FC) Njabulo Blom (Kaizer Chiefs FC) Terrence Mashego (Cape Town City FC) 
Sifiso Hlanti (Kaizer Chiefs FC) Vusi Sibiya (Baroka FC) Rushine De Reuk (Mamelodi 
Sundowns FC), Siyanda Xulu (Hapoel Tel Aviv) Thibang Phete (Belenenses SAD) 
Njabulo Ngcobo (Kaizer Chiefs FC) Mosa Lebusa (Mamelodi Sundowns FC) Luke Fleurs 
(SuperSport United FC) Tercious Malepe (AmaZulu FC).

MIDFIELDERS: Thabani Zuke (Golden Arrows FC) Mothobi Mvala (Mamelodi Sundowns 
FC) Sphephelo Sithole (Belenenses FC) Yusurf Maart (Sekhukhune FC), Teboho 
Mokoena (SuperSport United FC) Goodman Mosele (Orlando Pirates FC) Ethan Brooks 
(TS Galaxy FC) Jesse Donn (SuperSport United FC).

FORWARDS: Thabiso Kutumela (Mamelodi Sundowns FC) Bongokuhle Hlongwane 
(Maritzburg United FC) Evidence Makgopa (Baroka FC) Victor Letsoalo (Royal Am FC) 
Luther Singh (F.C Copenhagen), Percy Tau (Al Ahly FC ) Vincent Pule (Orlando Pirates 
FC) Mduduzi Mdantsane (Cape Town City FC) Tshegofatso Mabasa (Orlando Pirates FC).

Bafana Bafana will face 
the East Africans first 
in Ethiopia in October

Al Ahly’s Percy Tau forms part of the squad. 

Bafana Bafana squad during training.


