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MBOMBELA – The provincial 
Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) 
is 100 percent ready to handle the 2021 

Local Government Elections (LGE) which 
commence with special votes on October 
30 then subsequently followed by the main 
Election Day on Monday November 1.

This was revealed during the official 
handover of the Provincial Disaster Centre 
in Mbombela which will be the official co-
ordination centre in the province. MEC for 
Co-operative Governance and Traditional 
Affairs, Busi Shiba handed over the key 
to the IEC’s Provincial Electoral Officer, 
Gugu Langa on Monday 25 October.

Langa revealed that there are a total of 
1 786 voting stations and 11 mobile and 78 
temporary stations for a total of 1.9 million 
registered voters in Mpumalanga. 6 107 
candidates. In essence, 55 political parties 
are contesting these elections, including 
130 independent candidates.

She further added that on 15 October, 
they signed a Code of Conduct, where 
political parties committed that they will 
adhere to the pledge and would respect 
each other.

The IEC has recruited a staff 
compliment of 14 000, including members 
of the SAPS, SANDF, party agents and 
observers. The State-of-readiness was 
declared on Tuesday 26 October, while the 
Voters Roll was declared on 29 October.

She said, in part: “We are gathered here 
today, four days before we cast our special 
votes and also six days before our general 
local government elections 2021. MEC 
Shiba, your department went an extra 
mile. On behalf of the IEC, I take this 
opportunity to thank you for the support 
you’re always giving the Commission.

“Let me commit that we will hand over 
back the disaster Centre in the manner 
in which we are receiving it. That I 
promise on behalf of the Commission on 
5 November. Let me assure you that as the 
IEC, we are 99.9 percent ready, but if the 
elections can be said to be tomorrow, we 

are ready. So may the best political party 
win,” she ended.

Shiba added: “I want to add to the 
pledge by Ms Gugu Langa that this 
building will be returned to us as is. I also 
thank all stakeholders here, representatives 
of Salga, executive mayors that you’ll go 
back and report back on what transpired 
here. The task thrust upon the IEC is huge 
and somehow scary, hence Ms Langa and 
her team have to get all the necessary 
support they require to execute this 
demanding responsibility. Elections are 
always filled with tensions and aggressions 
by the contesting parties and candidates.

“This is exacerbated by the 
uncontrollable anxiety of the electorate to 
which the IEC is expected to remain sober 
and neutral at all times. The task that the 

IEC is expected to play, is a constitutional 
mandate. The IEC is expected to ensure 
that the conditions where the electorate 
have to cast their votes, is free and fair.

“You need to ensure that the conditions 
suppress no one, rich and poor, young 
and old, able and disabled, sick and the 
healthy, gays and lesbians, all of them 
should have an equal platform to exercise 
their right to cast their votes.

“The Chapter 9 institutions of which the 
IEC is one of them, are governed by the 
principle of strengthening constitutional 
democracy in the Republic of South 
Africa. They must be independent and 
objective to the rule of law. They must 
be impartial, exercise their powers and 
perform their functions without fear, 
favour and prejudice,” she ended.

ALL SYSTEMS GO FOR THE LOCAL ELECTIONS AHEAD
BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Co-operative Governance and Traditional Affairs MEC, Busi Shiba and Independent 
Electoral Commission’s Gugu Langa.

MBOMBELA - The sixth suspect involved in 
the murder and attempted murder case involving 
former MEC Mandla Msibi and five other co-
accused.

Sibusiso Vincent ‘Bhuda’ Mdhluli appeared at 
the Nelspruit Magistrate’s Court on October 20. 
He is facing two counts of murder and attempted 
murder. He was granted R20 000 bail on strict 
conductions.

Former MEC for Agriculture, Rural 
Development and Environmental Affairs and 
African National Congress Elections Manager in 
Mpumalanga, Msibi, and his co-accused Anele 
Sonke Mnisi and Njabulo Mkhonto were  
granted bail of R20 000 each by the Nelspruit 

Magistrate’s Court.
Msibi addressed his supporters outside the court 

on October 19 and said he has unconditionally 
accepted to step aside.

“An MEC phoned and told me that someone 
said I shot the victims. I am going to name these 
three MECs. However, I am a disciplined member 
of this movement and therefore I will report to the 
provincial leadership. You need to understand that 
this is about the conference and the lists. I have 
also accepted that the Premier’s decision to release 
me. 

“But I’m going to speak on that decision which 
is the abuse of state power. This must not frighten 
you because it was long overdue. I and Lindiwe 
Ntshalintshali should have left the Cabinet a 
long time ago. I am going to give an account of 
these things and I am going to request Lindiwe to 

facilitate a meeting with the National officials of 
the ANC so that I can explain what has transpired. 
This arrest is nothing, people want to kill us and 
you just know this.”

All six accused will appear in court 
on December 6,2021 for further 
investigations. The following conditions 
were set:

- Not to interfere with state witnesses
- To report to the Pienaar Police Station 
every Monday and Friday
- To surrender their passports to the 
investigating officer
- Not to leave the province without 
informing the investigating officer.

Sixth suspect in Msibi case appears in court
JABULANE KHUMLO
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MBUZINI - The late Mozambican President 
Samora Machel’s 35th commemoration 
was dominated by an outcry by his widow, 
Graca Machel, demanding answers on the 
investigation of his killers on 19 October 1986.

She said in part: “When South Africa got its 
democracy in 1994, Nelson Mandela couldn’t 
resolve the mystery death; Thabo Mbeki also 
couldn’t either; Jacob Zuma also couldn’t 
bring answers on the table, and now we’re 
hoping that under Cyril Ramaphosa, we will get 
somewhere in bringing closure to this case.”

However, President Cyril Ramaphosa, in his 
address, mentioned that the investigation has 
been an ongoing one for long, yes it’s been a 
mysterious tragedy, which, up to this day, has 
never been resolved, although we have our 
suspicions. “It is for the very same reasons 
that we say President Samora Machel and his 
compatriots, were assassinated. It offends our 
service of justice and our desire to know the 
truth. Yes, as people of Mozambique and South 
Africa, we still want to know the truth.

“As much as we do not know much about 
the circumstances leading to this tragedy, we 
are certain that it’s upon our shoulders that we 
unravel the truth and Machel’s sacrifice in the 
struggle, is not complete.

“The people of South Africa and, indeed, 
the people of Africa, have yet to know the 
dignity, the prosperity and the security that 
they seek and deserve to know from the 
archives of the apartheid regime. They still face 
many challenges of poverty, unemployment, 
inequality and violent conflict.

“We must work together on these challenges 

and work towards lasting peace in our region 
and our Continent. In honour of Samora 
Machel, we must enforce our region’s 
integration much more and use the recently 
established mechanisms to entrench lasting 
peace, economic growth on our continent and 
minimise dependence on the outside world.

“We are a continent with an abundance 
of mineral resources, as well as agricultural 
resources, but we do not use them for the 
benefit of our people. We receive and buy 

finished material produced from our raw 
material from our region. 

“By exporting our raw materials, we are 
exporting jobs and also exporting opportunities 
and value, too. The raw material must be 
processed here and not be exported. We need 
to reverse this trend to ensure we prosper and 
that our people have jobs and that our children 
are healthy and educated and reach out to 
prosperity themselves.

“We have some of the biggest rivers in 

our continent like the Zambezi and the Great 
Nile River. These are big enough to produce 
electricity for the whole continent. We have 
enough sun, wind and minerals to become a 
global leader in the new Green Economy.

“We are a continent of young people who 
are possessed of the energy, initiatives and 
skills to establish Africa as a new frontier of 
production and innovation. We need to achieve 
our potential by strengthening functional 
democracies, accountable institutions, capable 
leaders in order to have peace and stability on 
our continent.

“I heard you clearly Mama Graca, that this 
commemoration site should be transformed into 
a memorable site where there is knowledge, 
history where people, particularly young ones, 
can come and learn about what our leaders 
went through, to make Southern Africa free.

“You would like a conference centre, I’ve 
heard you. You would like a beautiful site, 
I’ve heard you. I want this memorial site to be 
greatly improved from what it is. Yes, we will 
seek to realize that in our lifetime. We must 
create our Southern African history.

“The beauty of this site is that it joins the two 
countries together. I must applaud Mozambique 
for keeping the memory alive of a tragedy that 
happened when the apartheid government killed 
our people in Matola and put up a memorial site 
in your country in their honour,” he ended. 

Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane 
summed up thus: we’re here to pay tribute to 
President Samora Machel and his compatriots 
who perished at this place and to those who 
survived and are here with us today. The 
commemoration of their death serves as a 
lasting memory for those who laid down their 
lives in Southern Africa,” she said.

SAMORA MACHEL UNITES SA-MOZ

#Faceup! #SocialDistance! #Washup!

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

President Cyril Ramaphosa pays tribute to the late Mozambican President Samora 
Machel.

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE MPUMALANGA (EHLANZENI DISTRICT) MENTAL HEALTH REVIEW BOARD (MHRB)

The honourable MEC for health, Hon Ms S.J Manzini, invites nominations for representatives to serve on the Mental Health Review Board in the 
province (Ehlanzeni district for a three-year period. This is in terms of Chapter 1V of the mental health Care Act No.17 of 2002. Mental Review Boards 
are independent quasi-judicial body that derive their authority from the above mentioned Act. The functions of the Review Board include: Considering 
72-hours assessment made by the head of the health establishment and make decisions to provide further involuntary care, treatment and rehabilitation; 
Considering appeals against decisions of the head of a health establishment; Make decisions with regard to assisted or involuntary mental health care, 
treatment and rehabilitation services; Considering reviews and make decisions on transfer of mental health care users to maximum security facilities and 
periodic reports on mental health status of mentally ill prisoners. The mental Review Boards must also investigate any allegation of abuse and uphold 
the human rights of all mental Health Users. 

Appointment will be on a sessional basis and an allowance will only be payable for the hours undertaken in terms of the chapter 1V of the mental health 
Care Act No.17 of 2002. Nominations should be South Africans residing in Ehlanzeni district and aged 21 years and above and meeting the criteria 
stipulated in the 3 categories below: 
1. Mental Health Care Practitioner: Professional qualification and current registration with the relevant 
 council as a (Medical practitioner, psychiatrist, psychiatric nurse, clinical or counselling psychologists, 
 Occupational Therapists or Social worker). Practical experience in diagnosis of mental disorder 
 or intellectual disability
2. Legal Practitioner: Appropriate professional qualification and registration with the relevant body in terms 
 of the laws of the RSA as a magistrate, attorney or advocate 
3. Community members: Good understanding of the South African mental health and referral systems, 
 NGO’s, consumer advocacy and community based care 

Nominees are required to apply OnLine by completing a nomination form obtainable from the website of the Department 
of Health (www.mpuhealth.gov.za.). The completed form should be uploaded together with a comprehensive CV, 
certified copies of all qualifications not older than 3 months and contact details of 3 referees.

NB: The nominees may be subjected to a vetting process to verify their qualifications and suitability to serve 
on the MHRB

Interested candidates should have own transport and a valid driver’s licence and currently not serving on other boards 
in government departments.   

In respect of registration of the professional categories mentioned above, one must ensure that the incumbent attach 
a registration with the relevant professional bodies/boards, (e.g. SANC/HPCSA, Legal Practice Counsel etc.) and/or 
are admitted by law to the relevant profession. 

ENQUIRIES SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO:
Mr. Dumisani Hlophe at 013 766 3314 (o/h) OR Ms. Florence Mukhari at FlorenceMu@mpuhealth.gov.za

THE CLOSING DATE FOR ALL NOMINATIONS IS: 12 NOVEMBER 2021 AT 16:00 MEC Sasekani Manzini
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TOUCH A MILLION CREATES SISTERHOOD TRIBES
BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Touch A million founder, Shirley Khoza is 
optimistic about the future of young women 
but appeals for funding. Mother and daughter relationship has been 

mended as Alexia Mathebula and daughter 
demonstrated.

MBOMBELA - Mpumalanga South 
African Social Security Agency would 
like to ensure applicants who have been 
approved to receive a grant that they will 
be paid, that they must not panic.

SASSA on the national, scale has 
received 8836723, and paid 7487538, and 
the national benchmark is 85%. 

In Mpumalanga, SASSA has received 
801849 currently and paid 686374 which 
amounts to 86% in comparison to the 
national scale benchmark SRD Covid-19 
grant (R350) application as at 13 October 
2021.

The new applications received 569301 
and Return 651499. The quad 777 
meaning those without IDs Mpumalanga 
has received 12 applications which are in 
process.

SASSA is encouraging those who have 
not been approved to appeal if they are not 
satisfied. 

The applicant’s application can be 
disapproved if the applicant is registered 
on UIF and NSFAS interface systems or 
any other assistance from government 
and, receiving alternative income which 
exceeds an amount of R595.00 monthly as 
determined by the Social Assistance Act 
threshold on social grants.

If the applicant is not registered on 
the above-mentioned government linked 
services or not receiving alternative 
income, the applicant has a right to appeal 
the decision by logging in to SASSA 
website and click on reconsideration. This 
option requests the applicant’s ID number. 
The applicant can choose the relevant 
option or reason for dispute.

For more information contact SASSA 
Customer Care help desk number: 0800 
60 10 11 or (013) 574 - 9428/9363 from 
08:00 – 16:00 during week days Monday 
– Friday.

“Don’t panic”- SASSA Mpumalanga 
assures all beneficiaries

KABOKWENI – Touch A Million is a 
thriving phenomenon in these sprawling 
townships under the Mbombela Local 
Municipality with the sole objective of 
saving girls’ lives and saving them from 
cut-throat male oppression which result in 
rampant rape cases, teenage pregnancies 
and uncertain futures.

In the midst of it all, Touch A Million 
has created numerous Sisterhood Tribes 
that have been created within these 
communities, have resulted in well-
mannered individuals and have built a 
stronger bond between girl-children and 
their mothers.

This is the brainchild of none other than 
Shirley Khoza, who in her own words said: 
“This is a non-profit organization which 
is seven years old. We provide advocacy 
service for the girls, meaning delved in 
mother and daughter relationships, hence 
the Mother and Daughter Conference.

“Sisterhood Tribes is a support group for 
young girls in society which gives them an 
opportunity to engage with their peers on 
problems that affect all of them. We have 
social workers who work hand in hand 
with them in tackling their issues.

“Practically, when they meet every 
Wednesday, if and when one has a 
problem, they are required to write them 
down on a piece of paper and place them 
in a container. The social workers then 
pick them and begin tackling those issues 

at group level without embarrassing the 
source of it.

“It turns out to be a vigorous debate 
between them, with the social workers 
guiding the whole process. They deal with 
one issue per quarter, as they’ve been 
dealing with teenage pregnancy currently. 
It’s also incumbent upon them to engage 
in community service as assigned by their 
social workers – that entails giving back 
and looking after your own community.

“They are also taught to interact with 
different stakeholders, most of which, 
are experts in the societal issues they are 
dealing with. We had a substance problem, 

which we referred to SANCA and girls 
who’ve been raped, we refer such to 
GRIP and so on to help strengthen the 
programme through our stakeholders.

“I’m glad to reveal to you that since we 
started on this programme in August last 
year, we have had one rape related case. 
We believe much in the programme, but it 
needs funding as we are partially funded 
for other programmes, but this particular 
one, we funded it from our own pockets.

“We are operational in Kabokweni, 
Sphelenyane, Shabalala, Nyongane, 
Gutshwa and Sandriver, which is six 
tribes, altogether. We wish to have 1 000 
tribes. Rape being a problematic habit, 
our tribes come in handy in handling such 
cases other from the clinic.

“When they meet, it’s on checking 
on each other in the absence of social 
workers. They have tribe leaders, one who 
is slightly older than them, to keep track 
on communal developments. They are 25 
in a group, which makes it easier to keep 
track on them.

“In the process, we are able to get 
opportunities to improve their own 
lifestyles, including studying and 
employment opportunities, too,” said 
Khoza.

Nothando Xaba, 27, from Ngodini, a 
leader of one of the tribes said: “I had 
personal problems and stayed too long 
from 2014 when I completed school 
without a job nor studying opportunities. 
I grabbed the opportunity when there 
was a meeting near my home. I had an 
opportunity because I was a bit older than 
the others, to lead.

“I didn’t fully qualify for tertiary seeing 
that I was on mathematics literacy and 
universities required pure mathematics. 
My wish is to become a teacher. I’m happy 
now that through the Touch A million 
programme, I’ve been nurtured and am 
further nurturing others, in return.

“I’ve realized a lot of changes in my life 
in that the opportunities I’ve been offered, 
I’ve been able to also save money in order 
to be able to go and study next year. Touch 
A Million has assisted me a lot because I 
have unemployed parents.

“I’ve survived having to be lured by 
sugar daddies for sex and money. I told 
myself that I want to be an independent 
individual and not be dependent on these 
old men. This is exactly part f of what 
we educate or members on in Touch A 
Million.

“The trick is to inculcate in their minds 
that if they experience such problems, they 

should be able to share them with other 
members so that it can be resolved there 
and then,” she stated.

Zanele Masephula, a parent to one of the 
Touch A Million members who curtly said: 
“I’ve come witness what she does when 
attending their meeting each week. I’ve 
realized that it’s a good programme since 
she started attending last year. 

“I see it as something that will assist her 
in terms of parental respect and handling 
boyfriend issues, too. She’s a good child 
with whom we discuss pertinent issues 
with her,” she stated.

Alecia Mathebula, a parent stated 
thus: “At first I thought it was not a good 
enough programme for the children, but 
changed my mind when I saw that my very 
own child was changing, too, for the better.

“Her nasty attitude of even talking back 
at me, changed. That’s why today I came 
along instead of always scolding at her. 
She’s able to cope with home chores and 
discusses the outcomes of their group 
meetings with me.

“I feel her tribe activities will assist 
her to progress more in life,” she said 
hopefully.

Nothando, her daughter summed it up 
thus: “The tribe activities have helped me 
change and I foresee a bright future here. 
We’ve been guided on how to apply for 
tertiary studies, bursaries and personal 
temperaments, are death with here. I’m 
now enjoying a cordial relationship with 
my mother,” she stated.

ANC roll call fulfilled commitment 
of new candidate councillors

MBOMBELA – 19 October will go 
down as a day of reckoning for all 
councilor candidates from the ruling 
party, ANC when they committed 
through a pledge taken – to do better 
during the forthcoming new term in 
office, only if they win.

This is an undertaking that was 
virtually in all the nine provinces, 
whereby, each provincial chairperson, 
presented his or her provincial profile 
which sought to ensure, among 

others, that there’s gender equity, 
well qualified and very committed 
candidate councilors within their fold.

The African National Congress’s 
inaugural Roll Call Event, was entirely 
about committing its Councillor 
Candidates to work better and deliver 
better. To be honest and truthful to 
the ANC’s 2021 Local Government 
Elections Manifesto Commitments.

Provincial Chiarperson, Mandla Ndlovu outlining the provincial candidate 
councillors profiles.
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Miss Mpumalanga 2021, Claude Mashego, 
is a fourth year medical student at the 
University of Pretoria, and she originates 
from Bushbuckridge.

Herewith, she engages with Editor, 
Bongani Hlatshwayo to speak, matter-
of-factly about Coronavirus, the disease 
and how she perceives the chances of 
communities surviving only if they they 

  GO FOR THEIR JAB!

In your analysis, how do you perceive 
COVID-19 as a disease in order that a 
layman could understand it?

COVID-19 is a disease caused by the 
Sars-Cov-2 strain of the Corona viruses, 
mainly causing damage to the lungs, hence 
symptoms include shortness of breath 
and coughing. COVID-19 is a burden to 
our healthcare system, both directly and 
indirectly.

Directly due to the multitudes of South 
Africans that have been hospitalised, 
resulting in no room for our health facilities 
and health workers to accommodate and 
give adequate care to patients suffering 
from other diseases, and indirectly due to 
the rise in suicide attempts and subsequent 

hospitalisations resulting from the increased 
incidence of mental health illnesses such as 
depression, as well as the increased incidence 
of gender-based violence in our country 
during this pandemic. 

All these can, to a great extent, be 
attributed to the many job losses suffered by 
South Africans during this time, including 
the businesses that have shut down. It is 
important to note that “home” is not always a 
safe place for everyone. 

How would you, as a medical doctor 
yourself, appeal to communities to 
desist from being easily convinced 
through fake news about the myths 
they associate with COVID-19?

At this point, the vaccine is our best shot at 
combating this pandemic as soon as possible. 
It is important that I highlight that currently, 
not much is known about the side effects of 
this vaccine, however, all the myths and fake 
news we read about online, have not been 
proven. The individuals making such claims 
could most probably have had pre-existing 
underlying health issues that they may or 
may not be aware of, and not necessarily 
understand the disease’s processes. 

It’s been reported that Mpumalanga 
has achieved close to 900 000 people 
that have been vaccinated, less than 
a million out of a population of more 
than four million. What message can 
you put across to the unvaccinated to 
go for their jabs?

If you think about it, we have been 
receiving different vaccines to protect us 
against different diseases since we were 
born. All these vaccines were produced in a 
similar way to the COVID-19 vaccine and 
work in a similar manner. The only difference 
is that the corona virus is new to the public, 
and as human beings, we are mostly hesitant 
to change or go for anything new. As I 
mentioned previously, the vaccine is our best 
shot at getting back to normal as soon as 
possible. The state of our economy is already 
bad, so, we do not want to risk more people 
losing their jobs and sources of income. That 
is why we all need to play our part and get 
the jab. 

Briefly coin a slogan that your 
campaign entails to urge communities 
to vaccinate.

You’ve gotten a jab before, what’s  
one more?

YOU’VE GOTTEN A JAB BEFORE, WHAT’S ONE MORE?
  MISS MPUMALANGA 2021 MOTIVATES COMMUNITIES

HEALTH

The vaccine rollout in Hurlington, 
Bushbuckridge as MEC Sasekani inspects 
medical equipment.
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NKOMAZI - MEC for Education, 
Bonakele Majuba, together with the 
Moral Regeneration Movement, held 
a Prayer Day to seek blessings for the 
Class of 2021.

They commenced with their final 
examinations on 27 October.

The province’s wish is to revert to the 
80% pass rate bracket and obtain 83% 
which was its target before the advent 
of COVID-19.

Majuba said: “It gives me great 
pleasure to speak at this august 
occasion where we witness the coming 
together of members of the community 
from all walks of life in the quest to 
ensure that the Class of 2021 receive 
blessings to perform at their best in the 
final examinations.

“We are grateful to the Moral 
Regeneration Movement led by the 
Reverend. Dr. Nthali and all faith-based 
leaders present here for coordinating, 
converging and leading this occasion 
and ensuring that it becomes a success. 

“Over years, this occasion preceded 
the crucial period of learners to ready 
themselves for transition to higher 
levels of education. We are over the 
years alive to the fact that during this 
period in the school calendar learners 
are mostly engulfed by anxiety of 
confronting exams, which will be the 
measure of the effort they put in their 
school work over time.

“It is for this reason that we 
appreciate this gathering as an 
important platform to spiritually and 
psychologically prepare and cushion 
the path for the Grade 12 Class as they 
take the  
last leap. 

“Teachers have been at the heart of 
this preparation for the past 11 years 
leading to this examination. 

“I, therefore, wish to take this 
opportunity to thank all teachers and 
support staff within the province for 
the hard and sterling work they put 
at times under difficult and trying 
circumstances. 

“We have witnessed during the past 
two years after the advent of COVID 
-19, the extent to which teachers go 
an extra mile in advancing qualitative 
teaching and learning.

“As for parents, our indebtedness 
goes to them for their part by enabling 

their children  
to attend schools and by providing for 
them amid various social currents that 
affect their youthful year.

“We witness with appreciation, 
the coming to the party by the 
business communities, supporting the 
Department and our schools throughout 
the year - making education a true 
societal phenomenon.

“Learners themselves responded 
positively by adhering to the call to be 
at school on time and to perform their 
learning tasks as required of them with 
zeal and zest,” he stated.

In this current year, there are 69 260 
candidates that have been registered to 
write the 2021 Grade 12 Examination 
in 560 Examination Centers. 

This constitutes the biggest number 
of candidates compared to the previous 
years, as in the year 2019, there were 
56 833 candidates registered and 56 
030 in 2020.

“This growth in the number of 
candidates requires that we must 
support this class more than before. 
The Department has done all it can to 
ensure the efficiency of the examination 
administration and to protect its 
integrity, credibility and ethical 
conduct,” he added.

The Department has since 2010 been 
able  
to manage incident-free and credible 
examination process. 

“We are, therefore, gathered here 
today to lobby everyone to help us 
ensure that this efficient trajectory is 
sustained. Given that this examination 
will be held within the context of 
COVID-19, it will be important for 
candidates and examination centres 
to comply with health and safety 
protocols. 

“We welcome the decision by the 
Department of Health to vaccinate 
children from 12 years old and older. 
We wish to encourage all eligible 
leaners to take advantage of this 
opportunity to safe their lives and of 
those that are closer to them. 

“All learners throughout the province 
and the country signed a pledge of 
good conduct on 22 October 2021. The 
Results of the 2021 examination will be 
announced on Friday, 21 January 2022 
at the University of Mpumalanga. 

MAJUBA MOTIVATES 
THE CLASS OF 2021

Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane and Education MEC, Bonakele Majuba watch a 
learner signing the examination pledge.
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FIVE TIMES WINNER IN 
A WEEKEND - It can only 
be God
The weekend of 9-10 October will 
go down in history for this petite 
beauty with brains who won herself 
five beauty titles in one weekend. 
“I received five titles and I couldn’t 
be more grateful. I just want to take 
this moment and say thank you 
to all my supporters, friends and 
family. Your tremendous support is 
what kept me going. I am your new 
Miss Jnr Teen South Africa 2nd 
princess, Princess of the World 
South Africa, Princess of the Globe 
South Africa, Miss Jnr South Africa 
Mpumalanga provincial winner and 
Face of South Africa 1st princess. 
I’m so proud to have raised the 
Mpumalanga flag high in Pretoria 
and I cannot wait to represent 
South Africa internationally,” says 
Sibu Shabangu.

MATAFFIN – When all political 
organizations across the whole country were 
busy campaigning through door-to-door 
campaigns, the SACP’s Deputy General 
Secretary, Solly Mapaila, accompanied by 
the SACP’s provincial chairperson, Lucky 
Mbuyane, instead launched a vegetable 
garden for volunteers of both the SACP and 
ANC volunteers.

Mapaila, in his address said: “This year’s 
local government elections are one of the 
toughest since the dawn of democracy in 
1994, hence we have devise new means to 
sustain our trust in communities by offering 
something tangible and useful for their lives, 
going forward beyond the electioneering.

“As part of the Alliance partnership with 
Cosatu and the ANC, food production 
provides a lasting solution for the electorate 
and our volunteers, too. If you have land and 
the strength to work it, we cannot classify 
you as poor, then one complains about 
hunger and the lack of job opportunities. We 
simply classify that as laziness.

“If you have land and the strength, you 
cannot never go hungry, even the entire 
community should be enlightened on that 
factor, too. In other words, as communists a 
person’s strength lies in his ability to till the 
land.

“Tilling the land is more important than 
having money. Your situation can change 

drastically once you’re penniless. At some 
point, I shared a joke that if we can take over 
the country as a communists, we can even do 
away with the Rand and introduce our own 
currency.

“Labour is very important in people’s 
lives, hence embarking on these food gardens 
can be a continuous project even for your 
own households as families for survival. 
Post these elections, the provincial SACP 
should embark on this programme with the 
volunteers.

“Collective as volunteers, we must go to 
the volunteers’ homes and establish food 
gardens, including the poor communities. 
We must also plan ahead on what we’ll 
provide for the volunteers in terms of job 
opportunities and economic emancipation.

“We are in charge of government as the 
Alliance, we have the resources to improve 
their lives, so why can’t we embark on it. 
We have youngsters who are energetic, why 
can’t we utilise that energy towards the right 
programme that will be beneficial to them, 
whether it’s production of food or other 
developments.

“At least we have started already with this 
programme. The people of the movement 
have at least contributed something to 
the community already.  Nevertheless, 
let’s ensure we vote for the ANC on 1 
November,” he ended.

SACP GOES COMMUNIST 
STYLE: PROVIDING 
LASTING SOLUTIONS

SACP DGS, Solly Mapaila explains the basis of self suffiency through gardens to the 
volunteers in Matsafeni.

South African Communist Party member and Chief Whip in the provincial legislature, Fidel 
Mlombo planting a seedling.
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The Mpumalanga Girls’ Sevens 
rugby team is geared up for all the 
action set to take place in December.

Coach Manqoba Dube says the ladies 
are ready to represent the province. 
There will also be a training camp 
from December 11 to 14 in Secunda in 
preparation for the National tourney in 
Gauteng.

“The team has worked hard. We 
started from the circuit, district, 
and right through to provincial. 
We have picked the best 12 ladies 
in the province and it is game on. 
Preparations started October 25 and 
they are quite excited. At the moment 
we are liaising remotely because they 
are in various parts of the province. I 
just share the programme and that is 
how we communicate.”

Dube says the team’s game plan is 
clinical and to play to perfection. Order 
is critical and there must be synergy in 
the team.

“If you cannot pass in sevens it 

becomes a problem. So we need to be 
on top of our game at all times. From 
our fitness level, one needs to be able to 
move swiftly from point A to B. Mental 
readiness is also important because it 
will play a major role in our game plan. 
We have to be on point in all forms and 
that is our mission.

“Even perfecting the basics, tapping, 
and passing so the girls have to be on 
par with taking on any team. Hence 
we started training early including 
three days of camp. As I share training 
methods with them via WhatsApp the 
camp will be a breeze because will 
only be more of

skill and game plan rather than 
starting from the beginning.”

Meanwhile, The South Africa 
women’s national rugby sevens team 
has competed at events within the 
World Rugby Women’s Sevens Series 
and was a core team for the 2014–15 
season. They first played in the 2009 
Rugby World Cup Sevens, and also 
competed in the IRB Women’s Sevens 
Challenge Cup in the 2011–12 season.

MP GIRLS’ SEVEN MP GIRLS’ SEVEN 
RUGBY TEAM READY RUGBY TEAM READY 
TO TACKLE ONTO TACKLE ON

JABULANE KHUMALO
Coach Manqoba Dube with some of the 
team members during training.

Thembelihle Mgwenya and Nondumiso 
Ndhlovu. Sinenhlanhla Mabuza in action.


