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KWAMHLANGA – It’s approximately 22 
years later, the community of J.S Moroka 
and Thembisile Hani local municipalities 
in Nkangala District Municipality, 
are still waiting in anticipation for the 
implementation of a railway line to form the 
Moloto Rail Corridor. 

Communities along the Moloto 
National Road, also known as R573, have 
marched and handed memorandums to 
liable governmental departments to get 
reasons for the lack of implementation 
of the railway project since its 
announcement about 22 years 
ago.

The Moloto Corridor 
Concerned Residents 
chairperson, Sam 
Masango, said that 
the project had been 
announced to be 
implemented by various 
stakeholders, but nothing 
has transpired of the 
lucrative plans to bring 
about relief to residents 
commuting daily to workplaces in 
Gauteng and also to ease the area of the 
numerous road accidents on this notorious 
road which has claimed hundreds of lives, 
to date. The project was also earmarked to 
contribute to jobs creation. 

“This project was announced by 
former president Thabo Mbeki, former 
Mpumalanga premier now South Africa’s 

Bongekile Khumalo

deputy president, David 
Mabuza, former president Jacob 

Zuma and former Minister of Finance 
Pravin Gordon when he also announced 
that there was R54 billion allocated for the 
implementation of the corridor, but nothing 
has been done. Where did the money go?” 
Masango said. 

He also appealed to the authorities that 
everyone in the country should get equal 
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22-YEAR WAIT FOR MOLOTO RAIL

service delivery. 
“It’s been too long that we have been 

waiting for the project. In the state that the 
Moloto road is in, it does not deserve to 
be called a national road. We believe that 
implementing the corridor will contribute in 
elevating the economy and job creation for 
the community.”

Moloto Corridor Concerned Residents 
recently marched at the Union Buildings 
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in Pretoria to hand over a memorandum 
of their demands to the President Cyril 
Ramaphosa and a letter of notice to the 
Public Protector’s Offi  ce on 1 October. 

Residents along the Moloto Road are not 
happy about the delay of the implementation 
of the railway project. 

A resident, Sizakele Mahlangu, said that 
the railway project would be advantageous. 
“It would be wonderful for the railway 
project to be built because buses and taxis 
are expensive for commuters who use them 
daily.”

Another resident, Meisie Mtsweni said 
that it is disappointing that the corridor 
has still not been implemented. “It is 
very disappointing that there was money 
allocated and yet when consultation is done, 
apparently, there is no money to implement 
the corridor. 

It’s like a PR stunt for the government to 
promise us a railway project, but nothing is 
being done to implement it.”

Mpumalanga Mirror contacted the 
Mpumalanga Department of Public Works, 
Roads and Transport for comment on the 
issue, but the publication was directed to 
contact the national department.

Department of Transport’s spokesperson, 
Sam Monareng for comment, unfortunately, 
he had not responded at the time of going to 
press.

This is a developing story. Mpumalanga 
Mirror will ensure that the community 
receives answers from a ll relevant 
stakeholders involved in the implementation 
of the Moloto Road Rail Corridor.

Left: Sizakele Mahlangu. Top: Moloto National Road (R573).
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liable governmental departments to get 
reasons for the lack of implementation 
of the railway project since its 
announcement about 22 years 
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MKHUHLU – Reckless drivers must be 
dealt with in a very harsh way in order to 
avoid the loss of innocent lives on our roads.

This was said by MEC for Safety, 
Security and community Liaison, Gabisile 
Shabalala while visiting the families of two 

Makhosana Manzini High School grade 12 
learners who were knocked down by a taxi 
recently. 

Four learners were mowed down by the 
taxi while were on their way home after 
writing their preliminary examinations. 
Lucratia Khoza (19) and Eulanda 
Ngwenyama (18) died on the spot, while the 
other two were rushed to hospital. 

It is alleged that the taxi driver was fl eeing 
from traffi  c offi  cers when he instantly lost 
control of the taxi, which ultimately plunged 
into the four learners. 

Shabalala said she believes that the taxi 
driver did this deliberately. She said he knew 
the rules of the road, but chose to ignore 
them. 

“It hurt us as the department and the 
government to lose such young people 
because of negligence on the road. Young 
people are very important to this country 
and this accident has claimed the lives of 
young people. When you cut short the lives 
of young people, it becomes a problem 
because the future of this country lies with 
them,” she said 

She said the department was working 
tirelessly to ensure that justice is served for 
the families and the actions of the driver 
becomes a lesson to other road users. 

“I am happy with the development of the 
case. The investigations are going well and 
I believe that justice will be served. This 
case must be one of the cases that will also 

serve as a lesson to other reckless drivers,” 
she said

Shabalala said drivers must always 
ensure that they obey the rules of the road 
and stop acting Iike they own the roads, as 
pedestrians are also important on the roads. 

Lucratia Khoza’s mother, Phindi Mogane, 
told Mpumalanga Mirror that the family was 
not taking the news well.

“I am hurt beyond words and want the law 
to take its course. We have been robbed of a 
promising future.” 

Eulanda’s uncle, Paul Mnisi, said they 
still fail to understand how the driver 
was allowed to drive a taxi when the taxi 
industry in the area knew that he was not 
mentally stable. 

He said the family believes that he caused 
the accident deliberately and ignored the 
law. 

“This guy is well known guy in the taxi 
industry. They know his mental history, 
but they proceeded to give him the 
responsibility of driving a taxi and now we 
have lost innocent kids,” he said 

He further added that they want the law to 
play its role for both families to have justice. 

The driver was arrested on 12 October and 
charged with reckless and negligent driving, 
as well as culpable homicide. He appeared 
in the Mkhuhlu Magistrate’s Court. He is 
expected to appear again in court on 20 
October, for a formal bail application. 

The learners were buried on 17 October. 

Families of the deceased being comforted by MEC Shabalala.
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VUKUZAKHE - The MEC for 
community safety, security and liaison, 
Gabisile Shabalala, recently tested positive 
for Covid-19 infection and she shared her 
experience with learners at Theu Theu 
Primary School during her visit on 19 
October.

This was during the offi  cial handover of 
scholar patrol equipment to schools in the 
province as October is dubbed Transport 
Month.

“Covid-19 my children, my brothers and 
colleagues, is a reality. It’s there, ikhona. 
Let us observe social distancing, let’s put 
on our masks, wash our hands regularly 
and listen carefully to all the teachings on 
Covid-19.

“It is one illness that has no barriers, 
whether you are lowly or in the upper 
structure, even if you are an MEC or a 
businessperson, it’s there. The bad thing 
about it is that its symptoms are not the 
same for everybody.

“Don’t try any tricks with it because 
it emerges through a diff erent condition 
unbeknown to you. I’m pleading with all 
of you to take precautionary measures to 
prevent this illness. With the second wave 
pending, we are going to experience serious 
infections.

“Let us practise following distances as we 
play with our friends and have our masks 
on. I am speaking from experience, I know 
what I’m talking about. It’s very scary. It’s 
also very scary when you receive those 
results.

“You think of too many things. You pray 
to your God that He must protect you, 
irrespective of the fact of the kind of doctor 
that you have. I had an honest doctor who 
told me that the condition they picked up 
on me would depend if I had any other 
conditions like diabetes and hypertension 
and so on.

“Hence I’m here today because I survived 
because I did not have the other conditions. 
I want to say today that you, too can 
survive infection if you follow the rules and 
regulations. Even Minister Zweli Mkhize 
tested positive. So, it tells you, it has no 
boundaries for as long as you don’t follow 
the regulations.

“Our teachers must support us in this 
regard by observing closely symptoms that 
may indicate that one is infected. Lastly, 
I wish you the best in your end of year 
examinations, but you will only succeed if 
you study hard. 

“2020 has been a really diffi  cult year 
because of the long lost hours of learning. It 
means you must work twice as much. Read, 
read until you go into that examination room 
and implement what you prepared during 
your study times,” she concluded.

VUKUZAKHE - Hundreds of community 
members were up in arms during a protest 
march seeking justice for a victim of gender 
based violence whose perpetrator was 
released “because of lack of evidence.”

The 18-year-old victim, who was 
allegedly raped by her stepfather in 2018 
after the case was only reported to the police 
in August 2020.

Community members from the local 
township and surrounding areas, gathered 
at the showgrounds on 10 October before 
marching to the police station to hand over a 
memorandum seeking justice for the victim 
whose case was struck off  the roll by the 
court when a suspect appeared in court in 
September. 

According to SAPS Communications 
Offi  cer, Warrant Offi  cer MI Mathebula, 
the victim, who is 18 years old now, 
was allegedly sexually assaulted by the 
stepfather in 2018 at the family home at the 
age of 16. 

The suspect was arrested and appeared 
in court, but he was released by the court 
citing lack of evidence and the docket 
was subsequently struck off  the roll.  The 
court action sparked anger and fury from 
the community and people felt it is a 
miscarriage of justice. 

MBOMBELA - A former MEC accused 
for the rape of his twin daughters, together 
with his stepson was granted R20 000 bail. 

The duo’s appearance in the Nelspruit 
Magistrate’s Court on 14 October came after 
they were arrested on September 28.

According to police reports, the suspended 
African National Congress PEC member 
and his co-accused, allegedly raped the 
eight-year old girls multiple times. 

After one of the girls reported the matter 
to her teacher, a case was opened in July.

The victims have since been taken to a 
place of safety.  The accused were

ordered by the magistrate, Suzan 
Monaledi, to adhere to the court order issued 
in the children’s court that they should not 
contact the victims or interfere with the 
investigation.

They are also expected to report to 
the Nelspruit police station every Friday 
between 06.00 and 18.00.

 The duo will  appear in court on 
November 20.

Reckless drivers will be punished

Bongani Hlatshwayo

David Maretlane They accused the investigation offi  cer of 
not doing his job properly and not taking the 
case of Gender Based Violence seriously. 

The protest convener, Lungile Hlatshwayo 
said it doesn’t matter when the victim 
reported the case, the incompetent 
investigating offi  cer’s action has denied the 
victim her rights to see the wheels of justice 
roll. 

It is alleged that the suspect posted 
provocative remarks on social media about 
his release and bosting that he is a free man 
to carry on with his life. 

The angry and disgusted community 
demanded that the station must allocate 
the docket to a competent investigation 
offi  cer who is expected to speed up the 
investigation. In the meantime, they 
demanded that the case must be placed 
back on the court roll while investigation 
is underway.  Warrant Offi  cer Mathebula 
confi rmed that the memorandum was 
received by District senior offi  cer, Colonel B 
Masango who promised to respond within a 
stipulated seven days. 

Hlatshwayo vowed that they will intensify 
their protest until the suspect is back in court 
to face the full might of the law.

“The march was conducted peacefully, 
while police kept a low profi le to monitor 
the situation until the protesters dispersed 
peacefully.” Mathebula said.
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AB Crazy 
releases his 
hot new single

Graskop-born, Tumelo Dibakwane, 
popularly known as AB Crazy in the music 
scene, released his much-anticipated single, 
Cry Baby.

The track pleads his case on love and 
describes the song as something diff erent 
as opposed to what he usually produces. 
Mpumalanga Mirror caught up with the 
musician as he talks about love and his 
upcoming EP.

What inspired your new single, Cry Baby?
I just wanted to compose something about 

love, totally diff erent from what I usually do.

Will you be releasing a follow-up single, If 
so, what can your fans expect?

I will, I’m actually releasing an EP 
titled, Gossip Folks since I dropped the fi rst 
single, Overtime so Cry Baby is the follow-
up.

You last released your album in 2017. 
How has the album fared out to date?

It was received well and a lot changed 
since then. Things moved to digital and I 
had to also make adjustments to adapt easily 
to the new norm of the industry.

I believe you’re working on your 
upcoming EP. Can you share details 
about the project and when can fans 
expect it to be released?

My EP is titled, Gossip Folks. Fans can 
expect just before the year ends or early next 
year.

Can your fans in Mpumalanga expect you 
anytime soon in the province on festivals 
as the lockdown regulations have been 
eased?

 Of course, I want to start my #Crybaby 
tour in Mpumalanga since it’s my home. So 
I’m calling out on all promoters to assist 
with venues so we can get the ball rolling. 

If they can reach out to me I’d appreciate 
that. The tour is my focus and Mpumalanga 
is a priority at this stage.

Bongekile Khumalo

Jabulane Khumalo

“Being on SA Idols is a 
dream come true. I still cannot 

believe it,” said Zama 
Khumalo, one of the SA Idols 

Season 16 top 10 fi nalists. 
She added that she sometimes 

has to pinch herself to realize that 
she is not dreaming.  

The 18-year-old from 
Hlalanikahle in eMalahleni, 

is very proud of being able to 
showcase her great singing talent 
on the SA Idols stage. Just like her 
fellow supporters, she is happy 
to have made it thus far into the 
competition. 

During a telephonic interview, 
Zama said that she has learnt some 
important lessons that include being 

her own competition. “As much 
as we are in a competition, I have 

realized that I am my own competition. I 
have also gained a lot of self-confi dence.”

Zama realized her singing talent when she 
was in Grade 6 at Witbank Primary School. 
“I didn’t know I could sing until I was in 
Grade 6. I sang for my friend and she told 
me that I can sing and that I am really good. 
I felt so good and it was the most amazing 
feeling and I realized that singing is actually 
within me,” she said.

Zama then started singing at church and 
participated in a few jam sessions. 

Some background about Zama includes 
growing up well in eMalahleni and 
completing her high school studies at 

Zama is living her musical 
dream on the SA Idols stage

Witbank High School in 2019. Zama added 
that being the youngest SA Idols season 16 
contestant is enjoyable. “I enjoy being the 
youngest contestant and I am treated like a 
last born child, so it’s really nice.”

Season 16 is not Zama’s fi rst try at 
entering SA Idols. She tried to enter for 
season 13 in 2017, but did not get through.
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Ranks on the front row
What initially started off  as a 

hobby, turned into a deep passion for 
Siswati rapper, Siphesihle Magnifi cent 
Sehlabela. 

Popularly known as Ranks, he is also 
a songwriter and years after enhancing 
his craft behind the scenes, he is set to 
fi nally take the front row as a musician. 

The singer, songwriter and rapper 
after years of honing his craft behind 
the scenes, the Swati rapper joining his 
label mates and ATM (African Trap 
Movement) members Sjava, Saudi 
and Emtee in the forefront who are 
multiple-award winning artists.

After much promotion and buzz 
over his fi rst unoffi  cial Single release 
(NaeNae) in 2014 featuring Sjava and 
emtee, he then released Asbheme in 
2018.

“I am ready to fi nally release this 
highly anticipated debut solo project, 

Substance Music EP produced by 
Ruff  & Young2unnbeats. With my 
unique Siswati raps and melodies, I will 
defi nitely make my mark in the South 
African Hip-Hop scene,“ said Ranks. 

Ranks said he took an interest in 
music during his high school days. He 
is part of the new generation of hip-hop 
artists who have mastered the craft of 
using the fewest words possible to tell a 
story eff ectively. 

“Like many artists of our generation, 
my songs are upbeat and the raps and 
vocals are more on the trap genre more 
than anything. Watch this space as 2020 
is going to be a notable year for me.”

As much as we are 
in a competition, 
I have realized 

that I am my own 
competition

Zama appreciated the support from her 
family, friends and the whole of South 
Africa. Her family is ecstatic about her 
participation in the competition. 

Zama’s father, Isaac Khumalo, said that 
he is very proud of his daughter. “I was 
expecting to her to be where she is today 
because I could see something great in 
her ever since she was young. She is very 
special.”

He explained that Zama grew up being a 
down to earth girl. “Zama is a quiet person, 
she loves church and music. She used to 
watch music channels always.”   

Zama’s mother, Buyisile Khumalo and 
the rest of the family are happy about Zama. 
They wish her all the best and wish her to 
win the SA Idols season 16 competition.

Follow Ranks on his 
social media pages:

● Facebook: Ranks_ATM
● Twitter: @Ranks_ATM
● IG: @Ranks_atm
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Service delivery is a major 
issue on Emalahleni’s IDP

EMALAHLENI – When Emalahleni 
Local Municipality’s (ELM) Executive 
Mayor, Cllr Linah Malatjie tabled the 
Integrated Development Plan (IDP) for 
2020/21 fi nancial year, all pointers are that it 
seeks to address a number of issues faced by 
the community.

The major issue faced by the people of 
Emalahleni is service delivery. These issues 
are roads, water and sanitation, electricity, 
waste environment and human settlements. 

According to the plan, all 34 ELM wards 
raised issues related to service delivery. 
Many residents do not have faith in the 
municipality that it can provide better 
service delivery in the next fi nancial year.

Thato Ramaphakela is one of them. She 
touched on how the municipality should 
“form partnerships that are meaningful 
and yield results for the benefi t of the 
community.” She added that the plan looks 
good on paper, but the municipality will fail 
in terms of implementation. 

Another resident, Lungile Mtsweni said 
that the municipality needs to prioritise 
proper planning before implementing service 
delivery solutions. “After they have built the 
Reconstruction Development Project (RDP) 
houses, they will need to supply water and 
electricity for the households. They need to 
plan for that before they build the houses.”

Those who have in the municipality 
such as Piegee Mthembu said that he has 
witnessed successful municipal projects with 
help from the private sector. 

“There are major issues such as roads, 
storm water lines, electrical infrastructure 
and water supply. I have personally seen 
bulk-water supply projects around Klarinet 
conducted in 2019 and I hope that the 
municipality will continue conducting these 
projects as yet results are not suffi  ciently 
satisfying,” said Mthembu.

The ELM confi rmed that the municipality 
is experiencing huge service delivery 
backlog to provide with limited resources. 

“The funded projects captured in the 
IDP report will be implemented as in 
the past. There are also unfunded needs 
which depend on the strengthening of 
the municipal revenue base,” said ELM 
spokesperson, Lebo Mofokeng in a reply to 
questions on the IDP. 

In order to assist in addressing the service 
delivery backlog at an accelerated pace, the 
municipality requests for all residents to pay 
for municipal services rendered without fail.   

“The community is also encouraged to 
participate fully in the IDP and budget 
consultation processes to enhance 
accountability because progress reports are 
also tabled during Mayoral IDP/ budget 
izimbizo,” explained  Mofokeng. 

Thato Ramaphakela.

Lungile Mtsweni.

Piegee Mthembu.

LOTHAIR - A pensioner has been 
living under appalling conditions for years 
and is seeking help as her mud-house is 
crumbling. 

This is the proven power of this 
publication which reached out to this 
remote rural area through its worthy 
distribution that reaches out to the poor 
of the poorest. A good Samaritan, who 
laid hands on the publication in the area, 
reached out to us and we responded 
positively. 

A frail Gogo Sizani Busisiwe Ngwenya, 
81, lives alone in a small farm community 
and survives on her pension to make ends 
meet. 

She mentions that she cannot aff ord to 
build her house on her own. 

Her husband died years ago when she 
relocated from Nondweni, a village on the 
outskirts of Vryheid, KwaZulu-Natal and 
settled with her husband and 14 children at 
the farm. 12 of the children also died while 
the two that are still alive, have abandoned 
their mother. 

“I’ve grown old and I don’t have the 
strength to do much for myself. I live alone 
and this is not a decent place to live in. My 
children and grandchildren have abandoned 
me and I’m all on my own. Even when a 
problem arises, I have no one to turn to and 
I would have to see how I see myself out. 
“I use my grant to buy groceries and other 
things and can only sustain me until the 
end of the month. I bought a kitchen unit, 
but it’s getting damaged because it’s not 
positioned in the right place. 

“When it rains, the water fi nds its way 
in through the cracks 
and causes a fl ood in 
the house. I’ve sought 
help on various 
occasions and fi nd 
people, but they do 
not pitch at the time I 
need them the most,” 
she lamented. 

She points out that 
she lives far from 
town and she cannot 
aff ord a taxi fare. She 
also would have to 
pay another amount 
for repairing the roof, 
cracked walls and 
other damaged parts 
of the structure which 
amount to more than 
R1 000, which is 
more than half of her 
pension grant. 

“My wish is for 
the government to 
intervene, especially 
now that it is a rainy 
season. I’m afraid 

that it will get worse than it already is. A 
decent house is all that matters at this stage 
and it hurts me that I’m all alone and I’m a 
vulnerable elder. 

“Maybe someday my grandchildren and 
children will remember me. I hope this 
situation touches those that are in power 
and get a response soon enough,” said a 
desperate Gogo Ngwenya. 

The Department of Social Development 
was contacted and it promised to send a 
social worker to assess the situation.

Mpumalanga mirror is keeping tabs on 
this matter and will report further if and 
when the assistance is off ered to Gogo 
Ngwenya.

Pensioner living in 
appalling conditions

Old Mutual Life Assurance Company (SA) Ltd is a licensed FSP.

DO GREAT THINGS EVERY DAY
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ATTENTION
LIVELO FUNERAL UNDERTAKERS
We would like to let you know that as of  
27 November 2020, Old Mutual will no longer be 
the underwriter for Livelo Funeral Undertakers.

If you are a Livelo Funeral Undertakers member 
and have any queries, please contact your scheme 
directly on 083 951 3373.

If you require additional information please 
contact Old Mutual via email at  
GSFMQueries@oldmutual.com or  
call us on 021 503 0424.

If your query is still not dealt with to your 
satisfaction, you can contact the Ombudsman for 
Long Term Insurance on 0860 10 32 36 or the  
FAIS Ombudsman on 012 762 5000. 
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RCL member Mbali Ntshangase .

MEC Gabisile Shabalala .

Syntell's representative, Mr Mhlanga .

Provincial Commissioner, Lt General, Zuma .

EMBALENHLE – Out of the 56 330 full 
time learners that signed the pledge of good 
conduct throughout the Province, they are 
expected to attain a pass rate of 90 percent, 
far surpassing last year’s 80.3 percent.

Despite the Covid-19 outbreak, the 
provincial department of education did 
its level best to balance the schools’ 
eff orts to continue equip learners in 
readiness for this year’s grade 12 fi nal 
examinations, hence it embarked on 
the signing of the 2020 Examination 
Pledge which took place at 
Kiriyatswane Secondary on 
16 October.

According to MEC 
Bonakele Majuba: 
“It is important to 
note that we are 
left with only 
19 days to the 
commencement of 
the 2020 
National Senior 
Certifi cate 
Examinations. 
Let me extend my 
appreciation 
to you all and 
the rest of all our 
learners in the province 
for the courage and hard 
work that the Class of 
2020, as well as teachers 
have displayed during 
the trying times of the 
COVID-19 Lockdown 
period.

“2020 has been the most 

diffi  cult year in the education calendar. 
The fact that we made it this far is really 
encouraging and we should no longer look 

back, but soldier on with greater 
determination to pull through with 

great results. 
“There was a time when all 

indications were suggesting 
that the 2020 academic 
year could be cancelled, 
but through the resilience 
of teachers, learners and 
stakeholders in education, we 

made it to this point,” he 
noted.

In his plea to the 
Class of 2020, 

Majuba 
said: 

“Please 
stay focused 

and use the 
remaining 
19 days 
productively 
towards the 
preparations 
for the 

examination and 
extend his best 
wishes to the 
Class of 2020. As 
the Mpumalanga 
Department of 
Education, we 
have faith in your 
abilities to reach 

that milestone, thus 
we are here to off er 

Province targets 90 percent for 2020 Grade 12 learners
expected to attain a pass rate of 90 percent, 
far surpassing last year’s 80.3 percent.

Despite the Covid-19 outbreak, the 
provincial department of education did 
its level best to balance the schools’ 
eff orts to continue equip learners in 
readiness for this year’s grade 12 fi nal 
examinations, hence it embarked on 
the signing of the 2020 Examination 
Pledge which took place at 
Kiriyatswane Secondary on 

According to MEC 
Bonakele Majuba: 
“It is important to 
note that we are 

commencement of 
2020 

my 

the rest of all our 
learners in the province 
for the courage and hard 
work that the Class of 
2020, as well as teachers 
have displayed during 
the trying times of the 
COVID-19 Lockdown 

back, but soldier on with greater 
determination to pull through with 

great results. 
“There was a time when all 

indications were suggesting 
that the 2020 academic 
year could be cancelled, 
but through the resilience 
of teachers, learners and 
stakeholders in education, we 

made it to this point,” he 
noted.

In his plea to the 
Class 

“Please 
stay focused 

and use the 
remaining 
19 days 
productively 
towards the 
preparations 
for the 

examination and 
extend his best 
wishes to the 
Class of 2020. As 
the Mpumalanga 
Department of 
Education, we 
have faith in your 
abilities to reach 

that milestone, thus 

Road safety guaranteed for local communities
ADVERTORIAL

The Department of Community Safety, 
Security and Liaison’s MEC, Ms Gabisile 
Shabalala offi  cially launched the 2020 
Transport Month with the distribution of 
Scholar Transport equipment at Theu Theu 
Primary School in Vukuzakhe Township, 
Volksrust in the Pixley ka Isaka Seme Local 
Municipality on Monday, 19 October.

MEC Shabalala stated that the 
Department, working together with the 
Department of Public Works, roads and 
Transport, will ensure that communities are 
safe on the roads, including learners at all 
schools throughout the province.

“We will roll out programmes down to the 
communities that will remind them that they 
are safe as pedestrians and safely as 
motorists. We want to fi ght the 
scourge of the naïve people 
on our roads and we are 
happy that accidents have 
been reduced in terms 
of the programmes that 
continue to be in place.

“We have embarked 
on these awareness 
programmes since the 
resumption of our 
new fi nancial year. 
These programmes 
have continued being 
communicated through 
the media space which 
includes newspapers, 
commercial and 
community radios.

“We have ensured 
that our people receive 

these messages that 
you don’t drink and 
walk along the road, 
especially the busy 
ones. You have to 
always observe 
when walking or 
driving on our 
roads. I’m happy 
that today we have 
visited a school 

where we are giving 
them equipment that 
will ensure that they 

adhere to safety 
regulations 

at all 
times in 
school 
safety 

programmes which we have been rolling out 
all these years as a Department.

‘We also want to appeal to the business 
sector out there to support school safety 
programmes and patrols to ensure that our 
children are safe at schools and safe on our 
roads,” she concluded.

On the hand, Head of Department, Ms 
Busisiwe Nkuna added: “As a Department 
of Community Safety, Security and 
Liaison, we always say tht road safety is a 
fundamental right of every road user. We’re 
referring here to pedestrians, motorists and 
all road users.

“As we are here in Theu Theu Primary, 
we are here to hand over scholar patrol 
equipment to the learners. These scholar 
patrol is one of the programmes in the road 
safety education to increase the awareness 
to the general public and learners that they 
must always be safe.

“We are always appealing to motorists, 
that when they see these learners, the scholar 
patrol teams with their stop boards when 

they are stopping vehicles, we usually have 
a problem with motorists that do not respect 
those learners. This is an appeal to those 
motorists to really show some respect to this 
initiative.

“We are also happy that schools and 
now understand the concept of a scholar 
patrol within their vicinities, hence we 
are increasing the awareness all over 
the province that people must be safe, 
particularly October which is Transport 
month.

“Let everybody be safe on the roads 
and let’s also stick to the speed limits as 
stipulated on all our roads,” concluded 
Nkuna.

our support and well wishes to all Grade 12 
in the province.

”Teachers have been there to equip 
you with the necessary information in 
preparation for these examinations and have 
already advised learners on how to tackle 
the examinations and we wish to thank them 
for that,” he added.

He has appealed to all communities to 
create an enabling environment and to 
provide the required support in order for 
children to fulfi l their dreams and aspirations 
after secondary schooling.  

Members of the community in general, 
were encouraged to motivate their children 
and give them the necessary time and 
space to study until the last day of the 
examinations. 

Addressing the Class of 2020, Majuba 
said: “There is no time to lose or waste now, 
use your time wisely and take advantage of 
every available resource and opportunity to 
maximise your knowledge and abilities. As a 
department, we will continue to provide the 
support programmes such as radio lessons, 
weekend classes and the DSTV Channel 319 
lessons, Woza Matrics 2020 Catch Up on 
SABC TV. 

“By now you should have received your 
time tables and thus I believe that the rules 
applicable in the examination centres have 
already been explained to you. Please desist 
from any act of dishonesty and misconduct 
so that you may not fi nd yourselves on the 
wrong side of the law and thus compromise 
your future. 

“We expect you to follow those rules to 
the latter and that is the main reason we are 
here. Our main goal is to re-enforce those 

rules and regulations by conscientising you 
to conduct yourselves with honesty and 
integrity through the signing of the National 
Senior Certifi cate Pledge.

“This pledge serves as a contract of your 
conscience, for you not to falter, but to 
adhere to the rules and regulations of the 
examinations. These rules and regulations 
so clearly stipulate that a violation of some 
sort will result in the disqualifi cation of the 
candidate concerned. 

“We don’t want that to happen and that is 
why we appeal to you through the pledge 
to heed the rules and regulations of the 
examinations. I wish all of you all the best 
with your examinations,” he concluded.

The 2020 Grade 12 results will be 
announced on 23 February 2021.

MEC Bonakele Majuba.
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EMALAHLENI - The Mpumalanga 
Department of Education received a 
donation of Personal Protective Equipment 
( PPE’s) worth R2.2 million from Anglo 
American Coal South Africa to 45 schools 
within Emalahleni and Steve Tshwete Local 

Municipality.
These schools will also be fumigated by 

the same company as part of its response to 
fi ght the COVID-19 pandemic.

The event to offi  cially handover these 
PPE’s was held at Witbank High School on 

20 October.
“This kind of support is greatly 

appreciated and needed as it improves the 
conditions for the delivery of teaching 
and learning and at the same time, it is 
a life-saving exercise with a timeless 

Anglo American Coal donates PPEs worth R2.2 million

SASSA Grant Payment in November 2020

There is no need to 
rush to withdraw cash 
on the first day. Once 

the money is in the 
account, it will remain 
there until it is needed.

Toll free: 0800 60 10 11
www.sassa.gov.za

#KeepSouthAfricaHealthy #SASSACARES

All other grants will be
paid from 05 November 2020

05

November

202005

November 
2020

OLDER PERSON’S GRANTS will be paid from 
03 November 2020

This includes any grants linked to these accounts

DISABILITY GRANTS will be paid from
04 November 2020 

This includes any grants linked to these accounts

ROCKY’S DRIFT – The province has 
a daunted task to feed more than 80 000 
poverty-stricken families, and fortunately, 
Spar has made a worthy contribution with 
the provision of 1 000 food parcels on 22 
October.

The food parcels were delivered to the 
provincial food bank under the auspices 
of the provincial Department of Social 
Development led by its MEC, Thandi 
Shongwe.

According to a representative of the 
spar Group, Zakhele Dlamini, “Spar is 
always engaged in charity drives in all 
its operational areas and the call by the 
province to assist in this venture was warmly 
welcomed by the group.

“Throughout the Lowveld region here in 
Mpumalanga Province, our operational area, 
Spar ensures that we reciprocate the support 
that we receive from the communities of this 
region. 

If called upon to do it again, obviously, as 
it’s the nature of our company to off er such 
assistance, we will do it again,” explained 
Dlamini.

MEC Thandi Shongwe, on the one hand, 
appreciating the huge donation said: “We 
appreciate Spar’s worthy contribution and 
the widespread charity drives the company 
operates. My concern is based on the huge 
demand that’s ever increasing and we’ve 
discovered one of the major causes: feeding 

neighbouring states within our supplies.
“When the country went into the National 

lockdown from March, we realized one 
thing, queues at social grants paypoint 
decreased, why? 

It was because had been shut down, 
although some were still able to cross 
illegally from Mozambique and the 

Kingdom of Eswatini, too.
“Much as it’s a concern, but this is one 

factor we cannot ignore: depriving poverty-
stricken neighbours. My appeal goes to all 
our stakeholders, including Spar, to fi nd a 
way of working together to also feed the 
hungry communities across our borders,” 
she pointed out.

ADVERTORIAL

legacy.
“May this partnership develop and 

grow even beyond this point as we 
continue in our quest to make education 
everyone’s enterprise,” said MEC 
Bonakele Majuba.

Spar makes a diff erence with 1 000 food parcels

The Republic of South Africa is a member 
of the Southern African Development 
community (SADC) and also a member of 
the African Union (AU) for which President 
Cyril Ramaphosa is the current chairperson - 
it is possible for neighbouring states to play 
big brother over the other in developmental 
issues, issues of poverty alleviation.
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STANDERTON - Gert Sibande TVET 
College held its 2019  academic awards at 
diff erent campuses across Gert Sibande 
District. 

Students received their National 
Certifi cate Vocational (NCV) and the top 
achievers in diff erent courses and levels 
walked away with tablets and laptops, 
respectively.

At Standerton campus the following top 
achievers received tablets:  

Level 2 Offi  ce Administration AN 
Tshabalala scored 85.4% with seven 
distinctions, Level 2 Hospitality TP Khanye 
scored 83.3% with seven distinctions and 
Level 3 Offi  ce Administration NF Lephoto 
scored 83.7% with fi ve distinctions and N4-
N5 Marketing Management NN Dlamini 
scored 83% with eight distinctions. 

Laptop recipients:   
Level 4 Offi  ce Administration PM 

Lukhele scored 84.8% with fi ve distinction 
and Level 4 Engineering and Related 
Design SG Tsotetsi scored 79.8% with four 
distinctions. 

Perdekop campus the following top 
achievers received tablets:  

Level 2 Primary Agriculture NI Ngwenya 
scored 85.8% with six distinctions, Level 
2 Offi  ce Administration ID Radebe scored 
80.8% with four distinctions and Level 3 
Primary Agriculture MM Mbele scored 
78.0% with four distinctions and N4- N5 
Management Assistant MD Selepe scored 
81% with fi ve distinctions.  

Laptop recipients:  Level 4 Primary 
Agriculture PP Tsotetsi scored 83.0% 

GS TVET College hosts academic awards

with six distinction and Level 4 Offi  ce 
Administration ZP Madonsela scored 81.0% 
with fi ve distinctions. 

Sibanesethu campus the following 
top achievers received tablets: Level 2 
Offi  ce Administration T Chilwane scored 
82.0% with fi ve distinctions, Level 3 Offi  ce 
Administration MI Mndebele scored 80.1% 
with three distinctions and N4-N5 Marketing 
Management SL Dlamini scored 80.3% with 
fi ve distinctions.  Laptop recipient:  Level 4 
Civil Engineering & Building Construction 
LL Hlatshwayo scored 82.4% with four 
distinctions.  

Ermelo campus the following top 
achievers received tables :  Level 2 Finance 
Economics & Accounting  NP Skosana 
scored 86.4 % with fi ve distinctions,  

Standerton Campus students with their NCV certifi cates displayed.

David Maretlane

Level 3 Offi  ce Administration  SA Zwane 
scored  80.4 % with three distinctions , 
Nated  Business & Engineering  N5-N6  
NK Mndebele scored 84.0%  and N1-N3  
Electrical Engineering  SE Mkhwanazi 
scored  89.1% with eleven distinctions.  

Laptop recipients: Level 4 Finance 
Economics & Accounting L Kunene scored 
82.9% with fi ve distinctions and Level 4 
Electrical Infrastructure Construction N 
Ndlangamandla scored 76.2% with four 
distinctions.  

Evander campus the following top 
achievers received tables:  Level 2 Finance 
Economics & Accounting  MI Sineko 
scored 86.5% with fi ve distinctions, Level 
3 Engineering Related Design  SI Nkosi 
scored  83.5% with fi ve distinctions,  Level 

4 Engineering Related Design M Nkosi 
scored 74,5% with three distinctions, 
N5-N6 Financial Management T Moeletsi 
scored 84% with seven distinctions.  Laptop 
recipient is P Mlangeni who scored 80% 
with fi ve distinctions.  

Academic awards for Balfour campus 
were not available at the time of going to 
press.  

Acting Deputy Principal Curriculum, 
Neelan Govender said the college has 
performed extremely well in 2019 compared 
to 2018 with NCV subject pass rate of 91%. 

R191 business studies 91% R191 
engineering 70% and was rated in top 
10 in South Africa. “Target in 2020 NCV 
is 92%, R191 Business studies 91% and 
Engineering 72%.” Neelan said.
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APPLICATIONS 2021
APPLICATIONS OPEN UNTIL 30 OCTOBER 2020

You are considered a NEW STUDENT if you are:
Applying or intending to apply at Ehlanzeni TVET College for the � rst time

Here is how you apply if you are a NEW STUDENT:
(NB:  Applicants must have passed grade 9 for both NCV and Report 191 N1 and obtained a National Senior Certi� cate (NSC) for Report 191 N4) 

 Visit the campus to book an online application/placement assessment session (you will be assisted by sta�  at the campus to do the application online)

 Preference will be given to prospective students who are residing in the catchment area of the college /campus

 Bring along the following documents (not older than 3 months)
  • Certi� ed copy of your South African ID
  • Certi� ed copies of parents/ guardian’s IDs 
  • Certi� ed copies of IDs of other dependents living in the same house (e.g. brothers, sisters)
  • Certi� ed copies of your latest results 
  • Proof of address with contact details of next of kin or responsible persons
  • Proof of parents/ guardians’ income (salary advice/letter of employment /pension advice) 
     Should not be more than R350 000 per annum if you want a NSFAS Bursary 
     Foreign students (Documents should not be older than 3 months)
  • Certi� ed copies of passport 
  • Valid study permit 
  • SAQA approved foreign quali� cation 
  • Proof of Medical insurance or cover 

All documents will become property of the College.  If documents are not in English, they must be accompanied by a certi� ed translation in English.

 You will also be assisted with the online application for an NSFAS bursary during your session as NO academic application will be considered without proof of 
 application for an NSFAS bursary 2021.

 Once you have applied, a Selection Committee will assess your application and academic record.  The selection criteria are available on our website. If you meet 
 the requirements you will be noti� ed via as SMS whether you have been provisionally accepted or not.  Please make sure that the contact number you provide us 
 is valid and working.

Please take note that no � nal approvals for registration in 2021 will be done now. If you have been informed that you have been provisionally accepted, you will be 
required to bring your � nal results to the campus from 01 February 2021. Only after you have submitted your � nal results you will be able to register for 2021.

Please take note that provisional acceptance of your application does not guarantee you a space in 2021 as you will be considered registered once you have received a 
proof of registration from our system.

Barberton Campus
28 September 2020 - 30 October 2020 

Barberton  013-712-6640
KaNyamazane 013-794-3767

GET IN TOUCH WITH US  www.ehlanzenicollege.co.za   Ehlanzeni TVET College   Ehlanzenitvet

Kanyamazane Campus
14 September 2020 - 30 September 2020

Mashishing Campus 
01 October 2020 - 30 October 2020

APPLICATIONS DATES FOR CAMPUSES

C AMPUS CONTACT DETAILS

APPLY NOW APPLY NOW

1
2
3

4

5

Mapulaneng Campus 
01 September 2020 - 30 October 2020

Mlumati Campus
01 September - 30 October 2020

Mthimba Campus 
14 September 2020 - 18 September 2020

Nelspruit Campus 
28 September 2020 - 01 October 2020
05 October 2020 - 08 October 2020

Mashishing  013-590-0238
Mapulaneng 013-590-0016
Mlumati  013-590-0028

Mthimba  013-590-0015
Nelspruit  013-741-3016

GET IN TOUCH WITH US  www.ehlanzenicollege.co.za   Ehlanzeni TVET College   EhlanzenitvetGET IN TOUCH WITH US  www.ehlanzenicollege.co.za   Ehlanzeni TVET College   EhlanzenitvetGET IN TOUCH WITH US  www.ehlanzenicollege.co.za   Ehlanzeni TVET College   Ehlanzenitvet

(NB:  Applicants must have passed grade 9 for both NCV and Report 191 N1 and obtained a National Senior Certi� cate (NSC) for Report 191 N4) 

 Visit the campus to book an online application/placement assessment session (you will be assisted by sta�  at the campus to do the application online)

28 September 2020 - 01 October 2020
05 October 2020 - 08 October 2020
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ACORNHOEK - The Tshemba 
Foundation has brought hope to residents 
after refurbishing and donating optometry 
equipment to Tintswalo Hospital. 

The eye clinic and cataract theatre will 
now be able to reduce massive backlog to 
improve the lives of community members.

The Tshemba Foundation’s medical 
volunteer programme is designed to connect 
medical professionals with knowledge, 
skills, experience and a deep desire to give 
back with rural communities in need. 

Tshemba Foundation recruits local and 
international healthcare professionals to 
provide life-saving medical care to the local 
community with the goal of upskilling and 
training the local hospital staff  and putting 
systems and procedures in place that help 
hospitals like Tintswalo provide quality 
healthcare for more patients.

During the handover held on 20 October, 
Godfrey Phillips, the foundation’s co- 
founder, said they are committed to helping 
the community as it was always their vision 
to make a diff erence. 

MEC for Health, Sasekani Manzini 
also expressed gratitude on behalf of the 
department and the province. She also 
commended the foundation for fulfi lling its 
promise made in 2017 through a signing of 

Eye-care problem resolved at Tintswalo Hospital

Agreement.
Manzini said the donation came at the 

right time in the month of October, which 

Yoliswa Hlatshwayo

is a month that has been dedicated for 
Eye Care Awareness and commemorated 
from 21 September to 18 October to raise 

awareness about the importance of eye 
health, specifi cally around the prevention 
and treatment of avoidable blindness.

“This is a demonstration that through 
collaboration, cooperation and coordination 
with stakeholders like the Tshemba 
Foundation, we are be able to realize the 
2030 vision and the National Development 
Plan. 

“We are be able to assist in restoring 
the eyesight of so many who are blind or 
partially blind due to cataracts so that they 
can contribute meaningfully again to the 
development of the economy of the country 
and earn a living to support themselves and 
their families.”

She also mentioned that the province is 
experiencing an enormous backlog with 
regards to cataract operations. By the end 
of the 2018/19 fi nancial year, the province 
was having a documented backlog of 6 703 
patients waiting for cataract surgery. 

The contributory factors to the high 
numbers of the backlogs, amongst others, 
was the lack of Ophthalmologists and 
Cataract Surgeons to conduct cataract 
surgery and equipment.

“We accept the donated eye care unit 
with equipment that will be used to conduct 
cataract surgeries, and I am pleased to 
hear that Tshemba Foundation has also 
committed in recruiting eye care specialists 
who will then come over now and assist 
with operations as well. Not all is lost after 
all,” concluded Manzini.

MEC Sasekani Manzini and Tshemba Foundation's Godfrey Phillips addressing the guests.

MEC Sasekani Manzini and Tshemba foundations Godfrey Phillips cutting the ribbon.

Some of the donated equipment. MEC Sasekani Manzini undergoes an eye test at the clinic.
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With October being Transport Month, 
Working on Fire shines a spotlight on 
the Transport Department, which plays 
a signifi cant role within the Working on 
Fire organisation.

 The Working on Fire programme 
continues to empower and support 
women in all positions within the 
organisation, and Mpumalanga 
highlighted this by appointing two more 
women, who were former fi refi ghters, as 
drivers.

 Primrose Tsotetsi and Hlobisile 
Madida join Nompumelelo Mahlangu, 
a driver trained at Lowveld Escarpment 
Fire Protection Association and stationed 
at the Waterval Boven base, with the 
province now having a total of three 
women drivers.

 Tsotetsi, who was trained at the 
Warburton base, will be stationed in 
Volksrust, while Madida will be stationed 
in her original base in Wakkerstroom, in 
the Highveld region.

 The three women went through 
vigorous training at Kishugu Training 
Academy and went through probation to 
get their driver’s status and blue cards.

 Tsotesti, a former herbicide applicator, 
relishes the opportunity to grow 
within the organisation, as she is the 
breadwinner at home.

 “I joined the WOF programme in 2014 
and I am the fi rst person in my family to 
achieve this milestone,” Tsotesti said.

 Madida aspires to be the best driver 
in WOF and encourages women to go 
ahead and excel in whatever position 
they hold, in this male-dominated 
industry.

 Provincial communication offi  cer, 
Amanda Mthembu congratulated the 
former fi refi ghters. “We wish them well 
as they begin new chapters within the 
organisation.”

Working on Fire unveils its female 
drivers during Transport Month

Get your monthly edition of Mpumalanga Mirror 
at the these fi lling stations around the province

It is also available at your local municipal o�  ces
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Shell 
Belfast

Total
Ermelo
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Ermelo
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Burgersfort
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Sasol 
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Sasol 
Standerton
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Komatipoort
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Groblersdal
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Delmas
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Kamhlushwa Sasol 

Malalane
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Secunda
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Elukwatini

Total Tonga

Total 
Hectorspruit

Total 
Kamaqhekeza

Total 
Siyabuswa

Country King - 
Badplaas

Viva - 
Mayfl ower

SASSA-NDA 
recruits 220 
volunteers

The South African Social Security 
Agency, in partnership with the National 
Development Agency (NDA) in the 
province, has resulted in giving unemployed 
youth an opportunity to work on a volunteer 
programme aimed at skilling and provide 
entry level ability to work. 

The partnership, brought about the 
recruitment of 220 volunteers across 
Mpumalanga province through the 
assistance of Civil Society Organisations 
(CSO) to assist potential benefi ciaries to 
apply for the R350 Social Relief of Distress 
Special Covid 19 grant. 

This noble intervention is extended to 
those benefi ciaries who do not have access 
to computers, laptops and also unable to use 
technology to register their applications.

They will further also assist in queue 
management in SASSA and SAPO pay-
points/outlets, with a clear SASSA brand 
identifi cation card/name tags.

Volunteers will also be empowered with 
correct information to guide and advise 
clients about SASSA services. 

They will also distribute educational and 
promotional materials as a reference source 
on how to access SASSA services.

Volunteers most greatly assist in areas 
where SASSA is experiencing high infl ux of 
clients conducting queue marshalling during 
the monthly payment cycle for the duration 
of the period in service. 

They will ensure compliance with the 
Covid-19 precautionary health protocols 
and regulations by hand sanitisation, social 
distancing and wearing of masks constantly 
maintained

The volunteer programme is an extension 
of Integrated Community Registration 
Outreach Programme (ICROP) to promote 
access to social assistance as an essential 
provision to combat poverty.

More information please contact toll free: 
0800 60 10 11/ (013) 754 – 9428/54/39 from 
08:00 – 16:00 during weekdays.Hlobisile Madida.

Primrose Tsotetsi.
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Sound environmental programmes will combat climate change
ADVERTORIAL

MEC for Agriculture, Rutral 
Development, Land and Environmental 
Aff airs, Mr Vusi Shongwe has called 
on all municipalities in Mpumalanga to 

emulate the City of Mbombela Local 
Municipality, and put in place sound 
Environmental Programmes and 
implement them.

The City of Mbombela scooped the Local 
Municipality Category of the 8th Greenest 
Municipality Competition’s national 
awards, but due to Covid-19 and Lockdown 

The competition is 
conducted through a highly 
competent panel of judges 
with extensive knowledge 
of environmental issues

Regulations that were enforced earlier in the 
year, the national awards and the monetary 
prize of R3,5 million were only revealed and 
presented to the Municipality on 9th October 
2020, during a brief handover ceremony in 
Mbombela.  

In his virtual address during the handover, 
MEC Shongwe said sound environmental 
programmes assist municipalities in 
combating the eff ects and impact of Climate 
Change, which poses a threat to sustainable 
development.  

He said if unmitigated, Climate Change 
had a potential to undo or undermine many 
of the positive advances made in meeting 
South Africa’s own developmental goals and 
the sustainable Development Goals.

Dardlea Acting HOD Dr Maanda Dagada, MMC Margarett Mlimi and Deputy Municipal Manager Mr Sphetho Mhlongo.

Participants of the shades of pink breast cancer awareness walk hosted by CANSA Highveld. Cancer survivor Ms Linda van den Heever.

MEC Shongwe pleaded with the 
municipality to use the R3,5 million to 
strengthen its environmental programmes 
and projects.

The  criteria for the Greenest Municipality 
Competition incorporates elements such as 
water management, energy effi  ciency, tree 
planting, landscaping, beautifi cation, public 
participation, institutional arrangement and 
leadership.

The competition is conducted through 
a highly competent panel of judges with 
extensive knowledge of environmental 
issues, both in the public and the private 
sector, to ensure a credible and fair 
adjudication process. 

They score participating municipalities 
based on inclusivity, preparedness and 
relevance, amongst others.

The City of Mbombela was the Overall 
Winner in the provincial GMC Awards held 
in Secunda late last year.

Cancer has aff ected a lot of people’s lives 
directly and indirectly. As October marks 
the breast cancer awareness month, many 
activities have taken place during the month 
to honour breast cancer survivors and to give 
support to those who are still going through 
the experience 

One of the activities is the well-known 
shades of pink breast cancer awareness walk 
organised by the Cancer Association of 

Walking the journey with those with breast cancer
South Africa (CANSA) Highveld branch. 

The walk took place at eMalahleni River 
Crescent shopping centre on Saturday, 24 
October, where people in diff erent shades 
of pink outfi ts took part in the 3 kilometres 
walk.

CANSA Highveld community mobiliser 
Mr Mthokozisi Nkambule said that the 
organization is prepared to take the journey 
with everyone who is and has experienced 
cancer. “This is a motivation to keep on 
walking and encourage people who are 

Bongekile Khumalo going through cancer to keep having 
those dreams of buying houses, cars and 
everything else,” Mr Nkambule said before 
the walk proceeded. 

One of the participants Ms Linda van den 
Heever is a survivor of breast cancer and 
cervical cancer. She was more than happy to 
share her experience with cancer. 

“I was diagnosed with breast cancer stage 
three in April 2018. The lump was found in 
my left breast and was 2.5 centimetres in 
size. The lump then grew to the size of 

a tennis ball and12 more lumps of the sizes 
of golf balls were removed on my left arm,” 
explained 57-years-old Ms Van den Heever. 

As one could imagine, she said that she 
could not believe that she had cancer when 
the doctor told her. 

“It was a shock at the beginning and I 
thought it was not serious.”

What got her through the experience was 
positivity, trusting God and having a good 
support system. “You always need to be 
positive. Positivity and trusting God are the 

only things that will help to get through 
the process. 

Have hope and get out of the 
hole of pettiness. Always have 
your loved ones to assist you 
during the journey,” she said.

She underwent the necessary 
treatment to help her be the 

survivor that she is today. 
She also highlighted that she was 

diagnosed with cervical cancer 
when she was 28 years old. 

Furthermore, she said 
that everyone should 
prioritise the month of 
October to do check-
ups and to be beware 
of their bodies. 

Check-ups for 
any form of cancer 
are encouraged. As 
the saying goes, 
“prevention (or 
early detection) 
is better than 
cure.”
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BUSHBUCKRIDGE – It was a time of 
joy and jubilation for the local communities 
when the Ehlanzeni district Municipality 
(EDM) showcased its positive contribution 
in service delivery when it unveiled 
functional water boreholes on 6 October.

That was when the members of the 
Portfolio Committee for Technical Services 
embarked on a projects site visit, whereby, 
they undertook to inspect EDM’s completed 
borehole projects. 

The delegation included the MMC 
and Director Technical Services, Ward 
Councillors and all stakeholders.

The visit took them to the Bushbuckridge 
Local Municipality at four diff erent points. 

It was at Clare in Hluvukani Ward 33 and 
Gottenberg also in Ward 33 where drilling, 
equipping and commissioning of boreholes 
had been done and completed.

The entourage also went to Tsakani 
Ward 17 and Brooklyn Ward 15 where 
refurbishment of boreholes was also 
commissioned and completed. 

All projects visited were completed and 
communities are enjoying the services 
rendered to them, including the benefi ts 
access to water.

Water brings joy to 
Bushbuckridge communities
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Last minute 
exam wisdom 
and wishes

Tributes for the late Dumisani Lubisi

The Answer Series (TAS) founder, 
Anne Eadie has dedicated her career 
to teaching and supporting learners, 
including guiding her own children 
through exam preparation.

 Her son George is now CEO of TAS, 
and this remarkable duo share their top 
tips for learners with end of year exams 
on our doorstep. 

But before we focus on our learners, 
Anne Eadie shares some wisdom for the 
parents and mentors reading this, “Don’t 
underestimate the role you play during 
this time. Teenagers might not admit 
to it, or even respond in an appropriate 
manner, but they need attention and 
positive affi  rmation.”

Shifting the focus to learners, George 
kicks off  by explaining how TAS has a 
3-step approach to exam preparation for 
learners to excel: “The 6 to 12 months 
prior to exams is where our study guides 
really come in to eff ect, however in the 
fi nal push we focus on tips for the three 
days leading up to exams, as well as how 
to tackle the actual exam days.”

3-day countdown
•  To stay calm and focused, you need 

plenty of sleep, quiet time and a clear 
idea of what to expect for each exam.

 •  When you sleep, your brain converts 
facts from short-term memory to long-
term memory. Research suggests that you 
are far more likely to recall information 
and remember facts if you get the 
recommended eight hours of sleep every, 
or most, nights. You’ll also wake up 
refreshed and ready to start the day.

 •  Don’t overfi ll your days – make 
time for something fun or relaxing 
outside of studying, but make sure it’s 
not going to sap too much of your energy 
or add any stress to your day.

 • Take the time to go through past 
papers and also familiarise yourself with 
the format of the exam – how long is it? 
What style of questions will be asked? 
Which section or topics would you like 
to tackle fi rst? 

• The best way to deal with anxiety is 
to picture in your mind what is going to 
happen before it happens. Run through it 
step by step to relieve stress and feel in 
control of the exam situation.

 • Also make a checklist of what to take 
to the exam venue – including stationery, 
a water bottle and any requirements such 
as a registration number.

On the day
•   Ensure that you have enough time 

so that you don’t have to rush. The last 
thing you want to do is to panic on the 
morning of an exam.

 • Have a wholesome breakfast to give 
you sustained energy – we recommend 
whole-grain cereal, eggs, bacon, oatmeal 
or sugar-free muesli.

 • If you don’t know your work by 
now, last minute cramming isn’t going 
to solve the problem anyway. It will also 
make you anxious, and that is not how 
you want to feel when writing an exam. 
Calmly going over important facts for the 
last time is a good idea though.

 • Take a few deep slow breaths and 
stay away from classmates who stress 
you out. You don’t want to send your 
brain in a spin. You can always talk to 
them after the exam.

 • Once you have read through the 
exam paper, or a section thereof, start 
off  slowly with what you know. If you 
cannot remember the answer or all the 
details, don’t let it perturb you; move on 
to the next question. You can return to 
the questions that you have left out at the 
end.

 •   Get into the fl ow of the exam paper. 
The more you answer, the more you will 
feel calm and composed.

 •   Make sure you leave a few minutes 
to proof read your work and fi nish on a 
strong note.

 •  And fi nally, when you walk out the 
door remember to put it behind you. It’s 
time to relax and be proud of yourself for 
having done your  best.

MEC for Cogta, Mandla Msibi: The 
Department is saddened by the untimely 
death of Mr Dumisani Lubisi, who 
served as City Press’ Executive Editor. 

A Journalist par excellence, Mr 
Lubisi, originally from Matsulu, City 
of Mbombela, was an embodiment of 
ethical Journalism. 

Not only did he represent his craft 
with distinction, but Mpumalanga, 
as well when he joined the erstwhile 
African Eye News to cover stories for 
various publications, including City 
Press.

Like many eminent residents of 
Mpumalanga who took up infl uential 
positions at national establishments, 

Mr Lubisi nailed his colours to the mast 
and placed the province on the national 
map. We salute him for the role he 
played in the coverage of issues related 
to Local Government. May his family 
fi nd solace in his contribution towards 
the national cause. May your soul repose 
in peace Ngceshe, Ndongande.

Dumsane Gonrover Masilela:
May His soul rest in peace.

Bhobert Nkosi: Rest in peace Ngceshe 
and may the family fi nd solace that the 
Lord will look after him.

Themby Makhathini: My deepest 

sympathies go out to his colleagues, 
friends, and family. I off er them my 
thoughts, prayers and well-wishes during 
this dark time of losing a young lad at 
such a tender age and peak of his career.

Phumula Ngceshe: Uuyibekile 
induk’ebandla. 

Morongwa Mpalakanyi Dlamini:
May his soul rest in peace.

Irene Magagula: Rest in peace such a 
young and intelligent journalist. 

REFLECTIONS - Tributes for Dumisanei 
Lubisi

Covid-19 has been on the lips of many 
people since the pandemic hit the country 
when reality began to strike when the 
National Lockdown was declared on the 
eve of 26 March 2020, whereby, the new-
normal really began to sink in that a new 
era had descended on the world.

A lot changed in how things are done - 
you began cross-checking everything one 
does, every step of the way. 

Here you are never stepping out of the 
comfort of your home without being clad 
in the famous facial of the moment: the 
face mask which has turned out to be 
your passport to enter any establishment, 
including your workplace - some pundits 
have transformed it to be a fashionable 
trend thus matching it to their outfi ts, a 
befi tting trend because the truth is: we’re 
going to live with the pandemic for a very 
long time because it’s been indicated by 
health experts that it’s here to stay.

Fact is: it has been indicated 
scientifi cally, that as it’s an airborne 
disease, as we are moving out of the 
winter season, which is cold, we’ve 
been experiencing the slight decrease 
in infections, but as we’ve constantly 
been warned by the authorities, that we 
shouldn’t let our guts down: IT’S NOT 
OVER YET!

We’ve been fortunate as a country that 
we have a president in Cyril Ramaphosa, 
who has stood out strongly for the 
country, against all adversaries and blame 
and calmly led us through from the dark 

Opinionated
days of Level 5 when only essential workers 
were allowed to operate and be out and 
about clutching permits. 

That was reminiscent of the dark days of 
the apartheid era where you were not sure if 
you are on the right lane with the authorities 
when approaching roadblocks.

A new norm of washing hands thoroughly 
for at least 20 seconds became the norm - 
health offi  cials have, since time immemorial, 
been preaching that, but it has emerged as 
one of the safety precautions in maintaining 
one’s health status followed by sanitization 
at every point.

Ramaphosa turned out to be somewhat 
of a joke for people each time he was set to 
address the nation and was dubbed: Fellow 
South Africans.......Be that as it may, if 
you were paying close attention to his tone 
of voice as he spoke, you could detect if 
we were headed for more trouble with the 
coronavirus. 

It either gave you hope or were 
immediately depressed by his utterances.

Yes he lives in his comfort, but you could 
feel how he felt at that moment in time as 
he led the country’s citizens through the 
precautionary measures to prevent being 
infected, Minister of Health, Zweli Mkhize 
and his entire provincial health MECs have 
never rested their laurels from day one.

When taking into account all the sleepless 
hours and relentless hard work by all sectors 
in fi ghting this scourge, then the party is 
spoiled by the sporadic corruption that 
followed after fi ve months of hardship - the 

immeasurable 
looting on the 
acquisitions of 
tenders pertaining 
to the pandemic, 
really dented the image and dignity of the 
government when such happened under 
their very noses whether undetected or 
not, is condemned by this publication and 
will never be condoned.

They should have saved the face 
of Ramaphosa and be respected and 
supported for a job well done, but no, 
factionalism raised its ugly head because 
he was being lauded all round as a 
capable leader for the country.

No it was not to be. The factionalism 
shredded all his success in the fi ght 
against the pandemic and focus now is 
on the corruption-plagued ANC which 
stands accused of mauling the millions 
worth of tenders which were received I 
procedurally.

The ruling party stands accused as 
we speak. All the eff orts of the past fi ve 
months stand in vain and all fi ngers 
pointed at them for all the wrongs, yet on 
the other hand, they were led along the 
right path to save the lives of millions 
of South Africans from the dreaded 
coronavirus pandemic.

Lesson learnt here: stand by a strong 
leader, support all his or her eff orts and be 
honest to your country: NEVER STEAL 
AND BRING FORTH DISGRACE TO 
YOUR ORGANIZATION.

Cartoon of the month
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The 54-year-old 4th Dan black belt 
athlete, has travelled far and wide to 
represent South African in the international 
world karate association championships.  

The Standerton-born athlete was elected 
Vice President of the Mpumalanga Karate 
Association in 2017 for a two-year term. 
In 2020 Jannie was elected President of the 
Mpumalanga Karate Association for a four-
year term. 

He won the Sportsman of the Year award 
for the second time in succession during 
Mpumalanga Sports Awards ceremony held 
in September 2020.

In an exclusive interview with 
Mpumalanga Mirror, he said he started his 
karate career in 1992 and grew up through 
the ranks from yellow belt, orange belt, 
green belt two purple belts and three brown 
belts and graduated to 1st Dan black belt in 
2008. 

After two years he obtained 2nd Dan 
black belt. After three years he obtained 3rd 
Dan black belt; four years later he obtained 
4th Dan black belt. 

Five years down the lane, he is looking 
forward to reaching the top notch of his 
successful career in April 2021 in Durban 
where he will be upgraded to 5th Dan black 
belt under the auspices of World Japan 

Meet MP’s Sports Star of the Year - Jannie Dagenaar

Karate Association under the watchful eye 
of Chief Instructor, Monabu Murakani of 
Japan. 

Jannie represented South Africa in world 
championships in Belgium in 2011 and 
received a bronze medal. 

David Maretlane

Jabulane Khumalo

In 2015 he represented South Africa in 
Netherlands in the world championships 
hosted by World Japan Karate Association 
Style and got position four. 

In 2018 he participated in national colours 
in the Commonwealth championships held 

in Durban where he got 5th position.  
In July 2019 he represented South Africa 

in the Shotokan Karate championships held 
in Czech Republic where he came top 10 
of 50 countries that took part in the event. 

In 2019 he was part of the Protea team 
that participated in championships in 
Namibia and obtained silver medal in his 
category. 

While in Czech Republic, he passed 
the three tests as a referee, Shunshin and 
Kansa, the only South African to pass the 
tests.  

He said, on point system, he is number 
one in South Africa.  

Jannie reports that he will participate 
in the open and elite championships to be 
held on 20 December 2020 in Durban after 
which he will bow out from all national 
and international competitions, but will 
continue to groom young talent in the 
locality. 

In the local community as an instructor, 
he has produced Tinny Tigers between the 
ages of four to six, Juniors from six years 
and above. 

He produced 625 athletes ranging from 
red, blue, purple, white, green belts, two 
Protea national colours, nine black belt and 
one 2nd Dan black belt. In the 28 years of 
his karate career he has received dozens of 
medals and trophies.

Jannie D agenaar with dozens of medals and trophies in his cupboard.

Nicholas Nkosi. Nontobeko Ntombela. Elliot Skhosana.

Lungelo Khoza.

Eva Maphukatha.

Nurturing tennis stars in Emjindini
Sunrise Tennis Academy hosted their fi rst 

Tennis Development coaching clinic on 
October 24 at Barberton.

It was action time for children between the 
ages of 4-12 from Secunda, Standerton and 
Kinross who strung with a tennis racket that 
to strike a hollow rubber ball across their 
opponents. The last group was for 18-year-
olds. 

The training clinic is the fi rst of its 
kind and various Ehlanzeni communities 
will have the fi rst leg of the development 
programme and later it will be spread to 
Gert Sibande and Nkangala regions.

Speaking to the academy’s founders, 
Sabelo Mathebula and Emily Kutumela, the 
pair’s passion for tennis is what propelled 
them to introduce the racket sport in 
communities to develop youngsters and 
unearth talent in the province.

“There are no clubs in the township and 
the biggest challenge is that there’s no focus 
on development. You also fi nd that the 
facilities are also not in a good condition 
That’s why there isn’t much tennis being 

played in the province. 
“With this programme, we want to change 

that and want to create opportunities for 
talent development and to participate in 
tournaments. We called on players who have 
played before, to come through and make it 
their responsibility to make things happen 
in their respective communities,” said 
Mathebula.

He mentions that they are in a process of 
developing a programme that will be used 
in all communities. In this way, they’ll be 
able to create tournaments for townships to 
compete against each other.

“Our ultimate goal is to groom talent and 
expect youngsters to compete in the districts, 
province, nationals’ level and acquire 
tennis rankings. We want them to play with 
purpose and this is an expensive sport. 

“We want to support them in all aspects 
and that’s what we’re here for. We know that 
facilities in the townships are not the best. 
However, we want to forge relationships 
with various municipalities to encourage 
them to maintain their facilities. 

“We’re also targeting schools because in 
rural areas you fi nd there are no facilities at 
all, but there are Lottery funded ones. We 
also want to partner with the Department 
of Education for us to be able to use those 
courts from time to time and that will assist 
us a great deal,” they concluded.

Eva Maphukatha.

all, but there are Lottery funded ones. We 
also want to partner with the Department 
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Jabulane Khumalo

GladAfrica Championship Mpumalanga 
outfi t, TS Sporting unveiled their new kit 
for their 2020/21 title campaign at Edition 
Sports in Mbombela on October 23.

The team also announced their new 
relationship with Mon Flair who are the new 
kit partner in the upcoming season. The new 
signings and coach, Kabelo Sibiya were also 
present at the launch.

Speaking to Sibiya, who recently took 
over the coaching reigns, shared his plans 
and approach to their upcoming campaign.

“Firstly, we recruited experienced players 
in the GladAfrica Championship, while 
some are from DStv Premiership. The 
previous season the pressure was a bit too 
much for some players since others were 
from the third division league. Others were 
also semi-professional, so it wasn’t easy for 
them to get into the thrust of things. 

“Now we’ve beefed up the squad with 
new signings. We recently played friendly 
matches with Baroka FC and Black 
Leopards. We drew in both games, but it 
shows that we’re on the right track with 
preparations,” said Sibiya.

He also mentioned that the team will also 
play a few matches before the offi  cial kick-
off  the season to test the new players. He 
also pointed out that when he was appointed 
as coach before last season ended, he needed 
to ensure that the transition was a smooth 
one as the team was demotivated after 
surviving relegation.

“It was not easy because the team was 
on the relegation zone. The pressure was 
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TS SPORTING READY TO 
TUSSLE FOR TOP HONOURS

Chairman, Slungu Thobela.

Leathan Croats, Sibangakonke Mbatha, Khulekani Madondo, Tshwarelo Bereng and Abram Ngcobo.

It’s quite pleasing to see that 
sports, generally is back and things 
are slowly returning to what they 
used to be. However, it will take 
some time as we’re still with the “new 
normal” but we’re getting there.

I’m ecstatic about Nothando 
Ntimane from Turks Squash. She’s 
doing great things in the team and is 
participating on the national squash 
competition. 

One cannot deny that the 
Barberton-born is talented and 
placing the province on the map. 

It’s something worth boasting 
about, especially because not 
everyone makes the cut, particularly 
in those kind of sporting codes. 

In 2017 and 2018, she won the 
plate section at the Growth Point 
SA Nationals and Northern’s Junior 
Open. 

At the beginning of this year in 
February, she was also part of 
the UP-Tuks team that won the 
Northerns Blitz League. 

She aims to be in the Top 15 
national rankings and she’s fast 
heading that direction. Look out for 
this gem!

On the football side of things, I 
can’t help hide my excitement like a 
child seeing a candy bar. 

Teams are signing new players 
and there are various changes, 
especially towards the start of a 
new season, things turn out to be 
interesting compared to when the 
campaigning has started. 

TS Sporting launched their kit and 
it looks great. I like the fact that it’s 
a local brand and they support local 
which gives one a good impression 
because we’re constantly working on 
local quality in the development of 
our football. 

I interviewed the new coach, 
Kabelo Sibiya and chairman, 
Slungu Thobela and I could sense 
the vision and the hunger to fi ght 
in the GladAfrica Championship 
and ultimately ascend to the Dstv 
Premiership. 

Mpumalanga can expect a better 
team this season with the seasoned 
players they’ve roped in. 

After being at the brink of 
relegation it was an eye-opener and 
the team acted swiftly to tighten 
loosened knots. 

There’s also TS Galaxy in the DStv 
Premiership who are also seen to 
be ready for battle in the Premier 
Soccer League. 

Let’s support our teams from the 
province and to keep the love of 
football alive and let’s shower our 
local teams with all of it  because 
home is where the 
love is.

mounting and we were trying to motivate 
everyone to believe in themselves. We 
needed to see the bigger picture and needed 
experienced players, maybe things would’ve 
turned out better. 

“One could see the nerves of players when 
substituting and I want to fi eld a player 
that can improve the game. The experience 
factor played a major role when it comes to 
performance,” he added.

The team also discussed the post mortem 
with the technical team and management to 
check where the team can improve.

“We’re defi nitely on the right track, 
especially with players such as Tshwarelo 
Bereng, Khulekani Madondo and Abram 
Ngcobo. Most of the signings have 
either played in the play-off s or helped in 
promotion of clubs. 

“I’m a coach that believes in playing 
build-up attack approach and for players 
to play according to their strength. Our 
South African style 
has some fl air 
and there will 
be a bit of 
that. 

“We want 
to start on a 
good note and 
collect a maximum 
of 20 points in the fi rst fi ve 
games. However, we’ve marked 15 
points for us to set a better tone of 
the season. I want to let the people 
of Mpumalanga know that they will 
enjoy their club this season,” he 
ended.
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Bereng, Khulekani Madondo and Abram 
Ngcobo. Most of the signings have 
either played in the play-off s or helped in 
promotion of clubs. 
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to play according to their strength. Our 
South African style 

collect a maximum 
of 20 points in the fi rst fi ve 
games. However, we’ve marked 15 
points for us to set a better tone of 
the season. I want to let the people 
of Mpumalanga know that they will 
enjoy their club this season,” he 

Abraham Mongoya has returned to the 
fold and will be Sibiya’s right-hand man as 
assistant coach. The new signings include: 
Tshwarelo Bereng, Khulekani Madondo, 
Lehlohonolo Nhlapo, 
Vusimuzi Ngubane, 
Koketso Boshego, 
Ange Dahou 
Lebahi, 
Matome 
Mabeba 
and Malik 
Mashinini.


